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Unmoved by Netanyahu’s ‘charm’

_ Netanyahu’s Eurbbean ‘charm offensive’ left Paris and the Arabs cold. Meanwhile, Washington appeared to be working on ‘new ideas’
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Thé Clinton administration is séid io be “refiniog™ a
propasal for a second lsraeli redeployment in the West

-Bank 10 run in tandem with a Palestinisn .
to continue the fight against temorism more forcefully.

He said the redeployment would cover

13.1 per cent of the West Bank's total area, but added:
“We don’t know if this will be followed by another
withdrawal and if so, how large this would be.”
_An administration official told the Weekiv that Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Albright “has been actively
engaged in an internal process 10 try (o see whether
there are steps we can ke (0 revialise the in-
creasingly moribumd Middle East peace process, as
peither of the parties is making the hard decisions that
need to be taken.” -

Although the official said that “we're looking at
ways to revitalise™ the he admitted that the re-
cent American atternpt to narrow the gap had obvi-
ously zot bome froit. '

Another official said that Albright is putting together
a new approach in order to persuade the two sides to
live up to their commitmems, and may even go public,
in a speech to be delivered soon, on the American view

sure on Binyamin Netanyaho. But the lsmcli prime
minister’s envoys to Washipgton have been nmiing
round in the last few days calling on everyone — Con-
gressional leaders, Jewish groups, the media — and

2s,” a source said. .

Arsb diplomats in Washington, however, are scep-
tical that the latest American activity will translate
into effective pressure on Netanyahu.

Jordan's King Hessein, who met with President Hos-
1i Mubarak in Cairo Iast Sunday, is scheduled 1o have
tatks with President Bill Clinton next Thursday in
Washington.

According to Marawan Muasher, the Jordanian am-
bassador to Washingion, the monarch agreed with
President Muberak and the Palestinians that Israel has
to honour its commitments for the transitional period
before the parties can move 10 the final stats nego-
tiations. al

Aron Miller, Deputy Special Middle East co-
ordinator, said: “Washington must obviously address
the peeds of both parties if an agreement is 10 be
reached. The costs and consequences of failure are 100
great 1o imagine.”

and simulipeously detonsted a diplomatic depth-
charpe in their relations with Lebanon by offering a
unilaleral. but conditional. withdrawal from the “se-
curity zone" in the south of the countrs.

elements of the resolution.™ Theve include “imple-
mentation of UNIFIL's expressly staled goal of re-
storing international peace and security and assisting
the Government of Lebanon in easuring the retuen of
its effective authority in the area ™

Because of its rraditional ties with Lebancn. Paris
was chosen as the focal point for Netanyahu™s “charm
offensive.”

~France has an influence on events in Lebanon. |
think it is our responsibility 10 find a process, but at
the same Lime maintain our right 1o fight in south Leb-
anon. where we are needed 10 defend nonhern Israsl,”
Mordechai said after a ope-hour mevting with French
Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine.

Asked about Isrzel’s new proposals, Mordechai said
Tel Aviv can indeed envisage a “redeployment™ of s
forces from Lebanon, but only on condition that there
would be no threat of “terrorism™ along its borders, a
clear reference to the activities of Hizboflah, “If the

[guarantleg] our securily by coniinuing 10 fight in
southern Lebanon.” he added.

Analysts said Mordechat wanted to speak 1o the
French because Paris bas rone on record as saying it is

bu‘ llets, ?mngs r mnre: ber The new US-i.n:itiau!ve is said to have been strongly would appear to bave succeeded in preventing such a In a letter 1o UN Secretan -General Kofi Annan. Is-  prepared 1o provide security guarantees between Isragl
than 20 Palestinians, opposed by Israel. The Palestinians, for their part, have move, al least for the moment. racl's Ambassador Dore Gold quoted Defence Min-  and Lebapon

A fumeral for the workers | 0Sisted that, in lipe with the Oslo Accords, there According 10 informed sources, the Clinton ad- ister Yilzhak Mordechai as saving Israg] was “The Frepch position remains the same: we will do
was held m the village of should be a clear timetable for two successive re- ministrarion is willing 10 engage seriously with the to implement the withdrawal eavisaged in the UN Se-  pothing which docs nol have the agreement of both
Dura, where a one-day gen- | 9eployments, Hassan Abdel-Rabman, the PLO repre- ?mblcmnmeagain.‘Bmthtbigquesﬁnnishow curity Council's Resolution 425, “but only within a  sides. on ihe one hand: and on the other, we are pre-
eral strike was observed tof Senlative in Washington, told Al-Ahram Weekly. orceful they can be, how can they enforce whefr ide- framework that will ensure the implementation of all  pared 1o panicipaie in a peace-keeping force, but only

in the framework of a comprehensive regional peace
process.” explained a French diplomat,

“Paris is ready 1o listen, 1o @lk. 1 ransmit messages,
o help and provide services.” obsened Vedrine.

But for many Western and Arab experts, there was
no doubt that the new Isrueli diplomatic bontbshell
was aimed more at Damascus than at Beirut. Thus far.
Syria’s sobstaniia) presence in Lebanon hax been jus-
tfied in one way or znother. But what if laael were 10
withdraw? What would Syria do then with its $0.000
soldiers stationed in Lebanen?

A return to the s1alus quo anle is now unthinkabie.
The Israelis do not really care whether Lebanon is co-
lonised by Syria. The only thing they are inlerested in *
is the security uf their northern border afier their de-
panure from the securily zone. And. as one Arab an-
alyst pointed out. they know fine well they cannot

have security without Syria. (see p.6)
Hoda Tawfik in Washingion,

Lebanese can guarantee peace and security on our in-

of what is needed now.
wernational borders, we can reweat. 1f not, we have

. As the administration was working on its new ap-
Such a gesture would clearly be meant 1o put pres-

proach, Israe} Jaunched a “charm offensive” in Europe Safa Haeri in Paris

mitted the driver of the van
had no intention of ronning
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“ft can operatc the train without a
driver. It can stop the train if any dan-
ger signals appear on the screen. The
seg:g_nd line is completely safe,” Sherif
sai

Passengers who wish to use the first
line, connecting Helwan with Marg,
can change trains at Mubarak or Sadat
station, below Tahrir Square. “They
can use on¢ ticker for the two lines.”
Sherif said.

In constructing the second line. ex-

will be connected by a sub-
way. Rehab Saad descends
20 metres underground

House and the Moukhtar Museum un-
-l it reached the Gezira station. Ne- perns avoided mistakes that were made
fertiti then continued digging below in building the first. “Before starting
the main branch of the Nile to the - work, we surveyed the area and re-
right of Qasr EINil Bridge until it located all public wilities such as elec-
reached Tahyir Square. pdcity cables and warter pipes,” Sherif
- “In the first and second phases of the said. “This was not done on the first
second Jlipe, from Shubra El-Kheima line. We bad no idea of the locations
to Tahrir Square, there was ‘a Jot of of these wiilities; and that resulted in
work to do. This is why we osed two some "
borers, Nefertiti and Hatshepsmt,” She- The method of construction was also
rif said. “But since the distance from changed. “For the fust line, the cut-
Tahlrir Squere to Giza js short, one mia- and-cover iechnique was used, mean-
" chine was enough. We sent Ha ing that streets, or parts of them, were
back to France and used just Neferti, disemboweled, wheress in the second
which has completed its work and is lime, Hatshepsut and Neferiu were
being kept in store.” used, making it possible for us io do
According to officials at thé Under- the digg?;ﬁ without disnzpting traffic.”
gromnd ‘Anthority, the number of pss-  The cing of the second line was
sepgers using the second line will rise  entirely Egyptian. “For the first line
to 1.5 million daily once the third we took foreign loans which bad to be
phase is completed, and to 1.7 million paid back in hard currency. This time,
with the completion of the fourth the Ministry of Transport put up the
phase. The wip fom Shubra El- money. However, we also took loans
. Kbeima 1o Cafro University will take ﬂo‘tili some Egyptian banks,” Sherif
: sai

25 minutes. .
Elevators and escalators will be A third line under study will run

Shebra El-Kheima, mns' through
ses, Ataba-and Tabrir squares and then
_crosses below.the Nile to Giza. = - -

point 7 o 'a%ilablr. for the eldeﬂyma:ghdisabled. from mm“gﬁh og Giza, o Dar-
ndﬁ_a’ e, -10 ‘metres below *These are generally avai in Most rassa treet tn eastern . . ] i .
ile. Yt then moved below phases of the semng Line,” Shculpf said. Cairo, a distance oregs kilometres. Forster kitchens combine beautiful, streamlined designs for
Park on the right side of There is also a control room at Mu-  Constructing an  underground for heavy-duty uss.
Tabrir Street in Dokki, the Opera barak station below Ramses Square. Alexandria s also being considered.

Forster kitchens incorporate metal treated against oxidation. Easy
to clean and hence hygienic, Forster kitchens offer sturdy classic

: Edward Said: designs in eye-catching colours. They can withstand high
| Mubarak: Making history || temperatures and humidity and are made to last a lifetime.

Uz, Pushing the } Ibrahit Nafie: 11 Forster kitchens are designed for maximum use and are
s ¥ limits ofthe ™~ " 8 » Untying the Eric Rouleau: especially suited for house pariies and other events. They are
< ﬁ’p‘ ‘possible .- ] -~ gordiarn knot What they don't tell number one among Swiss kitchens.

“ o 4 10 - 9 Il with CONTISTAHL... life has become much better.
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Toning down

‘the yellow press’ }

Responding to a call by President Mubarak, the Supreme Press Counclil together with the Press
Syndicate have embarked on a programme of action to contain the excesses of the “yellow press”.
Shaden Shehab reviews the call to order and examines its immediate consequences

. .

After a meeting this week between President  There were other newspapers. the statement Al-Gama'a Al-Islamiya, warmning A ’
Hosni Mubarak and the Supreme Press Council.  added, which having obtained licences had pub-  three Coptic businessmen 1o Ieave L) P
at which the presidemt complained that some lished onty irregularly. These will be investigated  the country or pay with their lives. " % ﬂ
{\I:umalisu were stepping so Far out of line that by a sub-comumittee in order to determine theirle-  The president then cited a pas- R : T .
eir actions could constitute a Janger to the free-  gal status. and the findings will be submitted to from an article by Said Ab- RE.F R .
dom of the press. the Council responded Sunday  the Council. v fi:%—eKhalek. assistant  editor-in- Hi e p - LN B %: i
with a whole series of decisions designed 1o en- This flurry of activity followed a meeting on  chief of AJ-Wafd, in which he cas- e . . ouncil F3
sure that journalists respect the integrity of their  Samrday between Mubarak and the Council, at  tigated those newspapers which President Mobarak during the meeting with the Snpreme Press C *
protession. which the president spoke binteriy abour the way elect o play the roles of ] sohlv .
The Council. chaired by Shura Councit Speaker  in which some journalists were prepared 1o gobe-  ecutor, judge and executioner, and asked where of Roase El-Youssef magazine, which also pub- Sala.mfa Ah’!::d Salama. 2 mﬁ'{?:l} mifm- o
Mustafa Kamal Helmi, began by deciding to re-  yond all boundaries of decency. honesty and taste  the responsibility for such distasteful antics might lished the statement targeting the Coptic busi- umuist for A hram, argued the ~vellow l a%s
voke the licences of all newspapers which failed  in order 10 sell papers. Yet he vowed that no re-  lie. In panicular, Abdel-Khalek asked whether nessmen, has been re-assigned wAl-Ahram. ures shoald be lali:oeﬂl (-]i%ﬂeml-'-eiss e ore mmss . e
to appear within three months from the date on  swictions would be imposed on the freedom of the Supreme Press Council and the Information  Other joumalists are facing libel charges. Mag-  the restrictions shou $ ey & ged'h"m‘ss_e et
which their lihcence was granted. Licenced news-  the press. “other th;.u those enshrined in law and Ministry were fulfilling their constitutional re- di Hussein. edi!.orl—sin—cb.ief of I.:‘li-.S'haﬂb, Pt:re lhmkl-m_“’%sug::un]lg :gt . ue m'e;mhmgkshg a 1 "o
papers which appear imegulady will be in-  in dhe conscience of the journalist.™ sponsibilities. mouthpiece of the Islamist-oriented Labour Par-  week. " We g ’ . I
vestigated by a sub-committee and the results of The president cited a number of recent articles  Al-Wqfd reported that Mubarak was particularly 1y, was the first to be convicted. He is to serve a  spoasible press ovemnight. Ill::-? 1o be : m it o
the investigation will be put before the Council by the editors of leading Egyptian newspapers, in  angered by these accusations, and told the Coun-  year’s imprisonment for slandering Alsa EI-Alfi, gocessallf 'h"z‘m“ "d";‘rﬁ;m :h::emd ey er7 are .
for its decision. . o which they had wamed that the freedom of the  cil: “You are putting me in a very difficult situa-  son of former Interior Minister Hassan El-Alfi. e pen uesti: pose o learn 1o dis. + st
The Councﬂfu.}]sojdccld:ld o cgunémls:;l?-ln a de- {Jhrﬁs uTnu:l‘ be balanced by the responsibility of ton It 1? ¥g“ur responsibility o act. What are you thr'];e pmsecutor—getpc:ﬁal hﬂa‘s orrleredEl e ﬂ;Ie trial of mabﬁnguish ll:'fg'ht f::mjomwmnmz Sts e
tailed study of the Joumalistic Code of Honour. ¢ jo ist. waiting for? executives of the Misr El-Fatah pews- g - _ -
which was prepared by the Press Syndicate. prior  He began by quoting ar Jength from an article  The president alinded to ope opposition party  paper. the mouthpiece of the Young Egypt Party,  Salama added: “Evea if some publicazions may 1
to its ratification. and three cnrrmninees were by ﬁll:r.-:him Nafie, e&wr—in—chief of Al-Akram.  which had. incredibly. been issued WimﬂE press  for publishing an article which was hi"-;"l-?-ﬂf“ 10 have gone begkeoqd s‘:allclhreasonnbil‘e_:elumls. E!l:sr-e ;!a: _
asked to draft execytive statutes for the current  Nafie had written. “When freedom becomes ir-  licences. He went on 1w remind both Press Finance Minister Mohieddin El-Gharib. ar- no need o repressive meas . o
press law. responsibility, then the Third World will quickly Syndicate and the Supreme Press Coancil of their  ticle alleged that the minister was guilty of cor-  Supreme Press Council and the Press Syndicate Fl
In addition. the Council decided to undertake  find itself falling prey o anarchistic and fascistic responsibilities in the strongest possible terms. ruption, are to blame. It is their passivity in the past which .
follow-up assessments of the contents of licenced  trends, and we will be confronted by 2 society in  His words were meant to galvanise these agencies  The prosecutor also brought charges against the  has paved the way for these measures.”
newspapers and issue perindic reports on the ex-  which intellectual blackmail. mental thuggery into immediate and decisive action. As he told his  editor-in-chief of Al-Nabga newspaper fofl_' pub- mzllog:vler Syndicate Chairman m insisted .
tent o which their commitment to the ethics of  and moral intimidation prevail... We are noi call-  listeners: ] am against restricting the freedom of  lishing an article alleging that the wife of Min- atest measures were m ) correct
the profession and 10 the Code of Joumalistic ing on journalists to cover up corruption, We are  the press. Crilicism is permissible within the lim-  ister of Al-Awgaf (religious endowments) Hamdi  present excesses. not o muzzle the press.
Honowr is bordnc out b:.-hul:;ir work. Newspaﬁers not demantc_ii&g that l'estr‘i;ﬁons be placed on the  its smblishe;l by the law. B]gtdllh;e press shouid be  Zagzouq was Jewisblé hal:g that she ran the min- thAhmc:d t(o:ld thtg1 Wml':';ir’! l‘.ha:thﬁl btél;ﬁ' present at
will be obliged to publish these reponts, as wellas  freedom of the press... We are waming against a mainstay of social ethics. present situation  istry”s affairs from behind the scenes. e Press Comncil meeting UnAMmOus
any replies or cormections received from readers  the actions of a minority who are insidiously di- continoes, we will find ourselves staring disaster A doctor who worked as a reporter for Al- ;hat t‘l‘aewre was no n:eﬂ.d to amend lltlc current Ei:‘es
in response 1o published siories. verting the nation from its true humanistic ob- in the face.” Watan Al-Arabi newspaper has been arrested on  law. “We even intend. as spon as It 15 2pproprate,
In a statement. the Council said that a survey of  jectives... There is a clear distinction between  The effects of this call to arms were immediate.  charges of blackmailing businessmen. Heistobe  to try and obtain the cancellation of those pro-
existing Licences showed that several newspapers constructicl!n dand destruction, between re- Nolt only did the llfeu;:n'ee Press Ct::t;licﬂ;b'ounmed.lb;- tried fosr extortion. Mohamed Ab. \fn;lcctimns in the a.lliaw _?rRxthl:l es;ek i|1:u! terms for of- _ s
which had obtained licences had in fact never ap-  sponsible freedom and deswuctive anarchy...” ately decide on the measures repo ve, but  The Shura Council also stripped ed ending journalists,” A said. ' T
peared on the newsiands. According 1o Article 48 Mubarak then continued by citng an article the Press Syndicate also sprang straight into ac- del-Aal, editor-in-chief of Al-Watan Al-Arabi, of He added. “We [journalisis] have harmed ] | S
of Law 96 for 1996. a licence should be con- by Gamal Badawi, editor-in-chief of A-Wafd, tion. “We have already made a start,” Makram his immunity — thus exposing him to - ourselves. Those who stood by vs during the : "
sidered null and void if the newspaper does not  in which Badawi drew on the classical dis- Mohamed Ahmed, the Syndicate’s chairman, told  vestigation in connection with at least four libel  crisis tiggered by Law 93 are undoubtedly =
appear within three months of the date on which  tinction between freedom and licence 1o justify Al-Ahram Weekly. He said that the editors-in- charges. disappointed and perhaps they even regret e
the Ticence was granted. rcgulation while condemning arbitrary re- chief of two newspapers, whose names he would S ing to the Weekly, the editor of one non-  having shown solidarity at that time. The free- e
pression of the press. not divulge. have been referred to the prosecutor-  pariisan newspaper was at pains to defend the dom we fought for has unfonunately been -
The president expanded on this general for “invading the private lives of public practices of Egypt's version of the tabloid press.  abused.” . . i
point at some length. Egyptian ex- figures, libellously and without justification™ A “I am against the publication of sensational sto- Law 93 of 1995 stipulated tough penaities for
+/ patriates, be said, were saddened by  third editor-in-chief is also being questioned by a  ries, but the authorities concerned should bear in  journalists found guilty under its articles. After U
L /}%ﬂﬂ much of what was being published committee of the Syndicate, Ahmed said. mind that running a newspaper requires a good  stiff opposition from the Press Syndicate. the law S
in the so-called "yellow press™ be-  Meanwhile, a professional ethics committee has  deal of money, especially since many news-  was repealed and another press law was passed in e 3
EGsPTHIR cause it presented a false and de- been formed to hear and adjudicate complaints papers have to print abroad becanse of the re-  1996. Under this law, libel is punishable by a o
" nigratory image of Egypt. He sin- from readers, Ahmed sajd. If it is found thereisa  strictions imposed,” be said. *T tried to run 2 maximum of one year's imprisonment and/or a S
Telephone Numbers of Cairo Offices gled out for criticism the non- case to answer, the jouraalist will be referred toa  proper newspaper at first, bat it didn’t sell. Then  fine ranging between LE1,000 and LES.00). If A
partisan weekly Al-Destonr, which  disciplinary board and may be expelied from the | put more juicy items in, and it sold well. We the victim of the libel is a public official or the o
ir 10 has been suspended for publishinga  Syndicate, bhe added. even started to get more advertisements. It’s a  matter rejates to public duties, the maximum pen- L
2450270-2450260 statement of dubious authenticity,  Following on from the suspension of Al tough business. We need people to guide us and alty is two years’ imprisonment and/or a fine T
De d arrival only (24 H daily) allegedly issued by the clandestine Destour, Adel Hammouda. deputy editor-in-chief help us find the right path.™ ranging between LES,000 and LE20.000. R
parture and arrival only ours _ o
Ai!2294g2244 " . FH LU —— e . e . - . - ek
2441480- A I_S h a a b ed ltor The chief editor of an opposition newspaper has be- i
Movenpick a come the first Egyptian joumalist to be jaifed in connec- T
2911830-4183720 tion with a libel suit. Khaled Dawoud reports on Mag-
Heliopolis u u di Hussein's arrest upon his returmn from Damascus and .
2908453-2904528 I l I l rl SO n e attempts to reach an out-of-court setttement ¢
Abbassia
830888-2823271 ;
. Magdi Hussein, chief editor also sentenced to one year in  ein’s transfer from prison 10 blackout on the case. ment. “Is there no good sign The judge then postponed a .
4 of the iwice-weekly Al- jail on similar charges. hospital for alleged health  El-Alfi was removed from yet to end this dispute?” he hearings until 3 July to give -
2741871-2746499 Shaab, mouthpiece of the Is-  Hussein had earlier been problems. office following the massacre mquired from lawyers of the the lawyers time to work out
lamist-oriented Labour Par- given a suspended sentence  Under Egyptian law, courts of 58 tourists by terrorists in  two sides. Both confirmed an agreement. If and when a
u r i ty, was arrested by police on  of one year's imprisonment in  are empowered to send jour- Luxor last November. Fol- their wish to reach a settle- settlement is reached, the jail
5750600-5750868 Sunday night at Cairo Joler- another libe! suit filed by El-  nalists (o jail if they are con- lowing his dismissal. at- ment, bat blamed each other sentsnce against Hussein will -
national Airport as socon as  Alf’s son. As a result. his victed of publication of- tempts started to arrange an  for the stalemate. X )
Karnak - Nasr City he stepped down from a Syr- lawyers said, he may have to  fences. But this marks the out-of-court settlement be- El-Alfi's lawyer, Fathi Rag- Labour Panty supporters T ———N
0741953-2746336 ian Airlines flight that spenduptotwoyearsinjail.  first ime in recent memory tween the two sides. ‘Al-  ab. said that despite the harm  shouted “long live freedom
741 brought him home from Da-  Huss¢in was  in Tehran that a jail sentence has been Shaab also toned down its inflicted upon his client and  of the press, long live Magdi ¥
hubra MASCUS. when last week’s semtence enforced in such a case. criticism of the govemment, his famnily. “he accepted the Hussein.” when he was es- oA
Shubra “They knew I was com- was handed down. His col-  Journalists, in their cam- arguing that the deadlock in principle of reconciliation., corted to a civilian car ta take ==
2032072/4-2038071 ing,” Hussein told Al-Akram  league, Hilal, who is in hid- paign against tough penalties the Middle East pro- but only if the vewspaper him back to prison. He was : i
- . Weekly on Monday. “They ing. is said to be planning 1o for publication offences in- cess and the Us-m@eshow- published an apology. If that not handcuffed. ,r : .
f r wok me in a car which was  surrender to police soon. cluded in a short-lived 1995 down made it mandatory oo is not done, there will be no ' -
5749714 waiting close to the plane. Lawyers for Hussein and  law, demanded the abolition  all nationalist parties to back  settlement. He cannot give up b At
We left from one of the air- El-Alfi said that auempts to  of jail sentences aliogether, the positions tuken by Pres- his dignity, repatation  and : =
Adli port’s back gates to the Cai- reach an out-of-cowst settle- suggesting heftier fines and  ident Hosni Mubarak. honour after being chlled a i
3900999-3902444 ro Security Department.” mem were deadlocked. El- disciplinary action by the During the conrt hearing on  thief and a thug,” & ] ..
The day after his arrest, Alfi wants a printed apology Press Syndicate. But the im- Monday, Labour Party Sec-  Al-Shaab lawyers re- [
{ Opera Hussein stood Irial again for for all the allegations made prisonment penalty remained  retary-General Adel Hussein, sponded that they cannot ac- A i .
900999 one of eight libel lawshits by Al-Shaab, while the news-  when the press law was mod-  who is Magdi Hussein™s un-  cept such a formula “because 3 . e
I 3914501-2 filed by former Interior Min- paper is ready to admit that  ified in 1996. cle, revealed details of last-  we will not sacrifice oar cred- ( ) : o+
laa ister Hassan El-Alfi and his only some of its reports were For the past two years, Al- minute attempts to reach a ibility.” said Adel Eid, a law- ! o
Yalaat Harb Z | family against Al-Shaal. An false. Shaab published several al- settlement He accused El-  yer for Al-Shaab. Sy’ I :
3930381-3932836 E | appeals court last weck up-  Hussein's lawyers arc now  legations that questioped the  Alfi of taking a hard-line po- ~ The judge repeatedly ap- ; B
| . ] | beld a one-year prison sen- acting in three directions: fil-  honesty and integrity of El- sition after Magdi Hussein pealed to the tawyers to work '
. Hilton N | tence passed against Hussein  ing an appen! with the Court  Alfi and his two sops. Alaa  was sentenced (o jail, claim- out a settlement “satisfactory YRAM ) T
5759806-5747322 for slandering El-Alfi’s son, of Cassation: demanding and Adel . ing that the fact that he was to both parties.” He added: : e
Alaa, by publishing allega- from the prosecutor-general a El-Al6  kept quiet for in prison “would make him *“You are professional law- ) s
Sheraton ons that he used his fa-  suspension of the jail sen-  weeks then fled a libel law.  more willing to accepta com-  yers aud I am swre you can = e ' -
er’s infloence to acquire tence until the Court o suit against Hussein and five promise.” agree on a wordin Deal o week!! :
3613278-3488630 property and amass wealth sation reaches a decision; and  other journalists warking for The presiding judge, Ib- of which each sideg :nyl.lml::l:: = f R - ‘
ie illegally. Mohamed Hilal, a filing another request with the  Al-Shaeb. The prosecutor- rahim Shabana, also came out  concessions and meet the oth- - s .
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Visitors 10 an exhibition of mummy portraits,
known as the Fayoum portraits, stood silently
mawelooiungatﬂ:epamungsandpondmng
the secrets of life, death and resacrecton. Par-
portrait of a man named

ﬁuedwﬂhsadness The exhibition, at the Ho-

Mrs Suzaane Mobarak.
“It i3 oo exaggeration to say that these por-

mﬂctous.amnseourcmos:tyandpersuade

of antiquity

ticularly interesting 10 the oudience was the.
picmured with
thick black hair, a short beard and brown eyes '

rizon One hall in the Mohamed Khalil Mo-
seum, was inangurated on Snnday night by

traits illostrate people coming from the past to

'05-to rezurn with them 1o the Fayosm oases, in

the middle of the first century, when three of
the greatest civilisations, E Greek and
Roman, m:enmngled to produce the Fayoum
portraits,” said Coltare Minister Farouk Hosni.
Wm-konmeLE!_SmﬂhonHonznnOnehau
covering 560 square mefres, be; in Febmary

-1996. The most modern exhxblgf:nng techniques

were used. On display are 35 exhibits, including
the pormaits and two mummies which date back
to berween the frst and fourth centuries AD.
They were discovered in the late 19th century.
“The idea of the portraits, which depict the

Taces of dead people, represents one stage in the

Last Sunday Mrs
Suzanne Mubarak
inaugurated an
exhibition of
Fayoum portraits at
the Mohamed Khalil
Museum. Rania
Khallaf was there

development of the concept of resurrection, the
core of Ancient Egyptian religion,™ said Ahmed
Nawwar, head of the museums seclor at the
Ministry of Culwre. “We chose to begin with
ibe exhibition of faces in Fayoum because of
their importance in the history of art. Presenting
these works is a rediscovery of their value and
the pioneering role of the Ancient Egyptian art-
ist”

Nawwar added that many Weslern countries
requested to host the exhibition. Vienna prob-
ably will be the nexa venue in 1999,

“The importance of these portraits, which rep-
resent an intrinsically local school of art, de-

rives from the fact that they constitbie a key
chapter in the history of an because they are the
only modsis available to us.” Nawwar said.

Samir Gharib, head of the ministry’s Culural
Development Fund, sai@ the viewer of these
poriraits will find himself “standing between
two worlds: life and death.™

The portraits are believad 1o have been paint-
ed during the lifetime of their subjects and later
cot to fit the sarcophagus.

*Despite the wunique characteristics of these
faces, they were negiected for a long Lime by
both historians and an critics,” Charib said.
*And even though the poriraits were caiegorised

as part of Coptic an. scholars of this par-
ticular art ignoned them. So #t is o significant
siep that this spectacular heritage has been re-
discovered.” Gharib added that the portraits
and Coptic icons share common features.

Following the inavguralion of Horizon One,
Mrs Mubarak miet with Culture Minister Hos-
ni to discuss plans for preserving the archi-
tectural style of Islamic monuments in the old
districts of Caire. Accarding 10 Hosni, the
first stuge will cover four areas; EJ-Gamaliya,
El-Moez Sweer, El-Darb El-Ahmar and Say-
eda Zeinab. The four-year project will cost
LE170 million.

West African bonanza

Foreign Minister Amr Moussa em- . rica stands at $632 million annoally, but
barked on an African tour last week “the volume of trade between Egypt and
aimed at strengthening political ties and~ west Afiica is small, accounting for a
expanding economic exchange between = mere $500,000. The west African coun-
Egypt and west African couniries. ' - - mies visited by Moussa imported oods
Moussa had eardier toured east and worth $7 billion last year. West
southern Africa.-in April and Angust of mmumpmamdemgeofcon—
1997, and the results of his earlier Af- -sumer
ncanMpsarcbmnngmuchﬁmL L i
Moussa's west African tour comes at Cocna.eoﬂ’eeandumberareEgypt‘s
a time when the African continent is ex- main. imports from west Africa.
periencing an economic boom. Afiica’s
per growth rate was five per cent  startto import a wider range of products
in 1997, up from 1 per ceprin 1992'and frgm the region. “'At trade be-
neganveyowﬂlmesmmelate 19805, . 1ween Egypt and Ghava is insignificant
The pace of change nesds to Guicken, ‘but we hope that afier Ao Monssa's
thouph. The continent has a population ' -wip that “more. E businessmen

growih raie of three per-cent, the- _ will invest in the Tema Industrial Zone.,

world's highest, and the west African where expont-processing factories are lo-
region has a popalation of 350 million cated,” Mijor General Anthony Xwab-
—pmmuaﬂyanenormousma&elfor “ena Twumasi, the Ghapaiae ambassador
Egyptian exports. . .t .
Assweepingemmnncrefmsget "Wehopethal.Egyptwilllmport
under way in much of west. Afiica, - canned tuna and . other. fish and ag-
Egypt is encouraging its bosinessmen to  ricaltural products,” Twumasi said.
invest in a y lucrativé market - Ghana Guinea, Cbte d'Ivoire and 10 a
Egyptsmdedl:Emtw:ﬂ:ﬂlerestofAf- lesser - extent the -other- west African

WestAfncamhupermegyptmﬂ_

countries produce a wide variety of ag-
denlmral and the region,
blessed with abundant water resources.
is considered fertile ground for agro-
bummnnd u‘gi: pmduchonl of egnuc
o) t such as pumpp es ap p:l-
paya for the Middle Eastern and Ev
markets.

Some 45 businessmen from the con-
struction, food and pharmacentical in-
dustries iaccompanicd Moussa on his
west African trip. Over 40 trade agree-
ments for the promotion of trade and in-
vestment and the scrapping of double
taxation were signed. Double taxation is
one of .the major cbstacles to the expan-

.smnofn'adehe:weenEgyptandwm

African countries. Egypt is seeking
erential agrcements with west

"nations and hopes (o double jts acpons

to west Africa this year. Ghana, the
most populons of the seven countries

-visited by Moussa, is'richly endowed

with pawral resources such as timber,
gold, diamonds and bauxite. It is envis-
aged as Egypt's main trading partner in
west Africe.

Cote d'lvoire. one of west Africa’s
most prosperous and economically
thriving countries. is also considered a
key parter for trade in the region.
Moussa’s trip to Cote d’Ivoire was pre-

. ceded by the visits of Health Minister

Ismail Sallam and Trade Minister Ah-
med El-Goweili, during which three
rade agreements were signed. Céte
d’Tvoire, which only produces eight per
cent of its pbarmaceutical needs, is
viewed as a promising sew market for
Epyptian medicines.

The smaller and poorer countries of
west Africa are also in dire need of
Egyptian techpical experiise and med-
ical assistance. The Senegalese am-
bassador to Cairo, Hassan Bassiro Di-
ouf, wld the Weekly that. “putting
emphasis on private sector investment
as the key path to growth does pot
that waditional Egypiian as-
sistance to African nations through the
Epyptian Fund for Techpical Coop-
emli?_n with Africa (FECTA) munst

stop.
Egypt Air flies directly 10 the Niger-

ian cities of Kano and Lagos, as well as
to the respective Ghanaian and Cote
d’lvoirian capitals Acera and Abidjan,
but there are few air links to most other
countries of the region — another dif-
ficulty hindering trade expansion be-
tween Egypt and west Africa. Plans 1o
set up regular sea links betwesn Alex-
andria and several west African ports.
fBpoanced by the African Development
Bank, were shelved because of the
smail voleme of trade betwesn Egypt
and west Africa. But, as rade prospects
improve, the possibility exists that more
transport and communications links will
be established.

The so-called “market women™, the
petty traders who sell their goods along
the west African coastal markets. ac-
comnt for much of the wade between
Egypt and Ghana. Their brisk business,
nol officially accounted for, constibites
mainly of Egyption clothing and foot-
wear, cosmetics and perfumes.

Timber and cocoa are Ghana's main
exporis to Egypt. But Ghanajan cocoa is
not sold directly 1o Egypt, bui through a

Foreign Minister Amr Moussa's west African tour ushers in a new era of ec-
onomic relations between Egypt and its continent, writes Gamal Nkrumah

third party in London under the terms of
the Iniemational Cocoa Agreement
Even cocoa products, Itke cocoa butter
which js widely used in the cosmetics
industry, is not sold directly to Egypt.
Only cocoa powder. used in the man-
ufacturing of chocolate. is sold directly
to EgypL

There are numerous cumbersome and
counter-productive financial regulations
that make trading relations difficult be-
tween African states. Furthermore, the
fragmented and incoherent structore of
African bunking systems. plus red tape
and buresucratic constrainis in both
Egypt and other African countries, act
as a deterrent 1o increased made. More-
over, there is a perception in some Af-
rican quarters that Egypt dumps its
shoddy goods, those that cannot be ex-
ported to Europe and America, on Af-
rica

“A lot depends on how west Aftican
countries perceive the help given by
Egypt,” a Cairo-based African diplomat,
who spoke on condition of anonymity,
told the Werkly.

Left d|V|ded by position on Islamists

The idea of polmcal coordlnatlon with the ouﬂawed Muslim Brotherhood threatens dissension within the ranks of the leftist Tagammu Party. Fatemah Farag reports

0n17Mayl993!he]eﬂ:stT

Party adopted a programme for tbe'.

p:ehenswe confrontation of ter-
rorism™ — politically, culturelly and
economically. At the same tme, the
party's mouthpiece, Al-Ahali, began a
verbal onslanght against “terrorists™, a
mthatwasnmttomclndednom-
lawed Muslim Brotherhood.
However, this
criticism, from inside the party and
also from i fefiist in-

independent
ml]ecmals,whofem-adﬂnt'l'agammu'

might be falling in the government's
lap.gh"We should confrot - terrorism,
but not by embracing the government
andnotb_v condoning anti-jemocratic

posmoncnmelmder'

Yetﬂleldeacfsystemancpolmwl
coordination with the Brothefhood

could bé a focal point of conténtion:
within Tagammu ranks. The problem”

wshmughttothefombyﬂumgomg
discussion - of a draft political report
which affirms “the right of all political

forces to establish their gwn parties ac- -
.cording to any terms of reference they

choase,beth:ylibem].socul:smrm-

mﬁ“" resing scheduied for
at a meeting scheduled for
18 March, this report will be one of the
‘basic documents that will be submitted

.to the party’s Fourth General Congress

tobe held in the second half of July.

practices.” said Nabil El-Hilali, a vet- - At-the party’s Third General Con-

emnhnmannghtslawyerandprom-

inent Marxist figure. “These practices
a:ebemgusedagamstlhosewhom
you consider to be your enemies but
mmnnwthcywﬂlheusedagmnﬂ
yor.”

fignre, even commented:
talks about the phenomenon of texror-
ismas ﬂ'noﬂnngelsewasgomsm

But immespective of AbAhall’s ed-

frorial policy, Tagammu’s attitude to--

wards me Mauslim Brotherhood was
never clear cut. During the past years,

tsmmmmtswerelsmdm--

pented! upposmon GB and
gmups,ymlgudlng the Tagunmu Bnd
zheBmthahooi

School wars

Hussein Abdel-Razeq. ‘}ﬂ’m .

gress in 1992, three basic positions tad
m-ged.'!hcﬂrst.advomedbykl-
foar. El-Said, the party’s

._genemLopposedanycoopaaﬂonmEm

the Brotherhood and rejected its right
10 establish a political party. The sec-
ond, - sepported. by Hussein Abdel-

Razeq and Abdél-Ghaffar Shukr, af-
'ﬁrmed.onﬂ)eolherhand.lhatﬂ:e'l‘a-

" water and

ed)oods“nght"loesmbhshapohuwl
party at this time. Mohieddin ex-
m:hilefearlh;te];wedlammmhm
mjght, to join
‘onrth Congress, 1t seems like-
ly.mllopenaPandmsboxofeon-
tentious issucs, not just the question of
Tagammu's position on Islamism.
“We have not amended our party pro-
gramme since 1980, although there
were many domestic. regional and in-
ternational developments in the past
lSyemswhichmakeitnmsaryl:o

" undertake this effort today,” explained

Abdel-Razeq.

A year ago, a commitice was es-
to consider the proposed

changesmd:epmtysgmgmmme.'lhe

resuit was a book entitted Egypt and .

the didmmd:pf the Fuwture, which in-

cluded s esbypmmm:ntpmyﬁg—

ures such-as Ismail Sabri Abdallah and

Amina Shafik on suf ran

from the defition of sociliss g

conditions of Egyptian peasams and
Energy resources.

“The basic documents that will be
submitted to the Fourth Congress will
include the political report, 2 new draft

party programme and a reporl on ways

. ofmnmmngthe

Some party members believe that a
climate more conducive to cooperation

" with the Brothesbood was generated
.lastym:.pnmmlm-l during the De-

_ IoCTacy Conference, hcld in De-

‘A student has been remanded in custody for 15 days for allegedly leading an attack — that
included Molotov cocktails — against a neighbouring school. Gihan Shahine investigates

fight with them a2 day earfier Bdncation Minister Hussein dia, intellectuals and psychol-

-are m.lhng to compromise,”

cﬁnber."l'hisconfmnceprovidednn
ity for those who had not sat
together for years to meel and
talk,” said Abdei-Razeq, the party’s co-
ordinator. “Sam:rFaywd[thepmyof-
ficial responsjble for the Cairo Govera-
orate] sat for the first time with people
lichonmmElZayya;[an!slmst
l;:\Wyert_ close 10 rm]u.-antml_v,.l.nt:_nlss‘:il']c
ven i peq)led:sagreed. ey felt
need 1o have further talks
Theadvoca:esofcoordmauonm'gue
that the Brotherhood is no longer m a
position to pose a serious threat. They
beljeve that the illegal group has been
weakened by security clampdowns,
imprisonment sentences, the walkout
by the would-be founders of the Was-
sat Party and their loss of control over
professional syndicates. “The /thwan
usedwbevcryaﬂogam.butnowthey

El- a:d.howevu-.smcktoh:sgms.
“We refuse the idea of an Islamic party
end we reject the concept of politic-
ising religion. We view the Broth-
ethood as a backward force and the
source of all the terrorist in ae-
tion woday.” El-Said told Al-Akram
Weekly. “The different opinions doc-
ummwdmlhepohumlrepnnarennex-
meession of the party’s
which reflects the views of all members.
But we have more important matiers to
discuss in preparation for our congress.”

Cairo juvenil courthaso.r- eewstody i
Qmedasecoud:ry schoot sto- po‘?!ael_:senmﬂedmthc'sm- for harassing a co-ed. " Kamel Bzhacddin formed a
dent 1o be remanded in cus- . mn King Fabd . Secondary  “Tt was about 1lam when - committes to investigate the
wdyforlidaysforallegedly School for Boys, located near ~ we beard a blast in the couort- incident. He vowed that any

showering "a  neighbouring
school with Molotov cock-
tails in a Sght that broke out

over agirl. Follo
hunt, E:Lecond %t. who

allegedlyplottedmeamck._

was arested. Sixteen others
were releacard by the count.
“That was a nightmare that I
do not want to remember,”
said Abdel-Moneim . Kamel,

an educationl official at AL -
Azhar University 2nd the fo-
ther of Wael, 15, one of the -

16 students who was released

 after spending four. days™in’

the Abbis El-Adqgad co-ed

secmdmy school ui Nasr.

Gity.
Accorﬂmg to witiesses and

Fahdscmsmﬁmofm

tween 15 and 17, gﬂhemdom— ]

sade.\bbuEl—AqqadSchool
on 4 March and hurled Mol-
omeoclmﬂsmtonsoom

ard."smdasmdenta:mc

Witnesses said that - only
dnee of the atackers were
t at-the time of the-as-
sault. The others ‘were roand-

" ed up by police.in back

siieets, Oﬂ.ﬁlde their school

school official proven to be
pegligent would be punished

- and any student proven guilty

would be | dismissed from
school.

In a statement to the press,
Babhaeddin maintained that
acts of violence are rare in
Egyptian schools when com-
pared to schools in other
coumried. He said that com-
hnungschoolwolem:f!srthe
joint responsibility am-
!:hr.s,educauonalm the me-

ogists.

The auack raised public
concern about the increasing
tendency of some smdents to
resort 10 violence. v.lll?llm
mevaywhemmdwe ve {0
face it somehow.™ sm;}ﬂader
Fergani, an educational expert
what is needed is :mcoun
selling service to pro par-
ents with social and psycho—

gmdancs i the

u; of children and
ialised cotrts 1o deal with
cases of school violence and

delinquency.

Edited by Wadie Kirolos

AUSTRALASIA'S MOST FREQUENT VISITOR.

Fly with us from Cairo o Singapore three imes a week and enjoy the widest choice
of flights to aine kev cilies in Australia and New Zeahand, Or choose from connextions
1o more than 60 ther cities worldwide. 1n addition, S1A offers KrisWord*, with over
60 entertainment options, in every seat in every class. At the same time, you'll

A preat wmay lo flv

enjoy inflight service even other airlines wulk about. SINGAPORE AIRLINES

For funiber desstls. plecere et yuser traved agent or Singapore Avritmes Office wr 577 0276, bty awe Sngaporeair cust
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Ten years of UN modelling

The occasion was a grand affair as celebritics
headed by Mrs Suzanne Mubamk and including
Cairo Governor [brahim Shehata and musician
Ezzai Abon Quf walked through the arabesque
doors of AUC's main campus. AUC is eel-
ebrating the tenth anniversary of the Cairo Inter-
national Model United Nations (CIMUNL. an
event which has grown to become not only .the
lurgest studeni acdviny on campus. but the larg-
est inter-collegiate MUN programme outside of
North America.

“The idea was initiated by students | wok 1o a
similar model UN in Europe. They came back
and said we can do thal,™ explained political sci-
ence professor Tim Sullivan. who has been re-

sponsible for the programme since its inception.

During the event. which will run dll 15
March, six United Nations Councils will be sin-
ulated: the Commission on Human Righis. the
Commission on Imemational Investment and
Transnationaj Corporations. the Conference on
Disarmament, the Imemational Court of Justice,
the United Nations Environment Programme
and the Security Council. The latter has no set
agenda but the others will be discussing topics
ranging from the elimination of child labour 1o
the security of non-nuclear weapon states,

On the moming of the inauguration. CIMUN
headguarters were busiling with students getting

MRS SUZANNE Mubarak retumed to her Alma Ma
{AUC) — on 10 March to give the keynota Sp
Sassion of the Cairo intemational Model Units

ter — the American University in Calro

eech at the opening ceremony of the Tenth
d Nations, Fatemah Farag aliended

name tags and finalising amangements. “We
started orgunising the event in October and have
spent many hours zoing over details.” explained
Reem Sonbol. a political science senior re-
sponsible for CIMUN's public relations activ-
ities.

Between the defegates and the organisadion
committees. 450 students are participating in this
year's simulation. One of the complications
faced by the organisers was convincing foreign
students 1o attend. ~“We usvally have around 70,
but this year the Luxor mcident pot a domper on
atiendance,” explained Sonbol. However, sw-
dents from national universities will be artending
as usual,

Sullivan sums up the significance of the pro-
gramme as foflows: “This is an ousreach pro-
gramme giving students the opportunity Lo ister
act with their counterparts from other
universides. Further. it is a learning experience
outside of the classroom. There are some things
you have to do. what I call practice ransterable
skills such as negotiation skiils.”

Although AUC students are usually stereo-
typed as apolitical, Sonbol points out that Ci-
MUN is a good example that the opposiic 15
true. “The problem with perceptions regarding
AUCians is that they only look at us from the
outside and they say we are Highty. However,
we are very active and this event has drawn 2 lot

of interest from the students. For exa_r'nple. for
about 10 ushers we got 100 candidates.

Sullivan points out that there arc many sto-
dents ai AUC who are interested in pubitc rssoes
but the probiem is that they have very few out-
Jets. .

Not much will happen to the resolutions thar
emerge from the five-day discussion. B the
event does catch the attention of local diplomats.

“There are many model UN's all over the
world." Sullivan said. “Sometimes diplomats
come 1o waich though.”

Back at the main hall, students sat themselves
excitedly. the lights dimmed and the proceedings
began. .

‘Pushing the limits of the possible’

Mrs Suzanne Mubarak’s address to the Model United Nations at the American University in Cairo

Dr Toepfer.

Excellencies.

AUC professors and students.
Ladies and gentlemen,

Tt is always a pleasure for me o remrn to my Alma Mater and
0 meet my professors and studenes that have succeeded us, It
is good 10 find that AUC continues o be in the vanguard in its
innovative approaches to learning and its efiorts to stimulate
its students. as it did in my time. to educate themseives about
the exciting warld we live in. and to equip them with the basic
understandings for coping with its complexities and problems.

It is abvious that, in taday’s world in which knowledge is an
ever changing and repewable commodity. the traditional ped-
agogical methods that depend solely on what is already re-
corded are inadeguate for providing the students with the per-
spectives and 1ools necessary to meet present and fumure
challenges. 1 am not surprised 1o find thal, with the revolu-
tionary development in communication and information tech-
nology and the rapid movement towards globalisation. AUC
started. (en vears ago. to paticipate i an acrivity that prepares
future generations for the global village we are inexorably be-
coming.

[ am also not surprised that one of my professors. Dr Tim
Sullivan, is the supervisor of this pioneering effort. Knowing
the seriousness and quality he requires and knowing how hard
he makes his students work. I have to extend t0 _______
you all my symipathies. [ must. at the same time. |
however. also extend to vou my congratulations }
for having managed 1o meet those standards and §
to make a smashing success of the Model United §
Nations. We are very protrd of all chose who have |
kept the programme alive and healthy for a whole §
decade. a programme which. 1 hope. will continue
to thrive for many more vears to come. For with
the ever changing world landscape. there will al- |
ways be new issues of international concemn that §
deserve study and debate, ‘

From what 1 understand of how the MUN is op-
eraging. i1 not only provides the siudents with the
opportunity to find out about the concerns that §
preoccupy the international community and about |
the policies and activities of the United Nations. it Sg
also helps them develop independent creative
thinking. debating skills. and an appreciation of |
the necessary condidons for the promotion of in- §
terational understanding. cooperation and peace. |
By running their own MUN programme — set- |
ting their own goals and agenda and organising §
themselves 1o meet these goals — the students, JEN
further, acquire experience in management and
organisational skills and in methods of group par- e
ticipation and cooperation. which should prove 10 S
be valuable assets in the pursuit of any future ca- NG -
Teer. :

The United Nations: The importance of the Unit- %
ed Naticns that you have chosen to siroulate is the (537 -
universality of its membership. its role as a world
forum and as a medium for intemational coop-
eration. Within the staiement I received de-
scribing the MUN's e, I found refer- | .
ence 10 tolerance. diplomacy and partmership. |
These are, in my opinion. amoang the key concepts |-
that should define the true spirit of the United Na-
tions. They are the guiding principles that should
govern the conduct of imemational relations if the

isation is to continue to be a respected world
forum for the establishment of international peace .
and vnderstanding and a trusied channel for inter- PR
national cooperation. 2

Apant from conflict prevention and peace keep-

| TRt |

cial devetopment — UNICEF. UNESCO, WHO, [LO, FAO.
TFAD. umong many others. We have collaborated on such pro-
grammes as integraled community development. improvement
of women's status and conditions, and the promotion of chil-
dren’s educaton. health and welfare. This work is indeed a
successful model of cooperation with the UN and its special-
ised agencies.

Egvpt has been pariicularly active in relation to the formula-
tion and endorsement of conventions concerning human rights
and social development. Tts posiive position with regard to
the respect and promotion of the principles, norms and stan-
dards of human rights is evident by the fact that, in addition 1a
pardcipating in dhe drafting process, it was among the first
countries 10 endorse the UN Charter on Human Rights (name-
ly: the Declaration on Human Rights. the International Cov-
enant on Economic Social and Cultural Righis and the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights). as well as to
ratify 16 international treaties in this field.

Furthermore. Egyptian legislation has been modified to in-
clude the commitments called for in these conventions and
treaties, the most recent of which was the 1996 unified law of
the child. It is worth noting that there are a number of Egyp-
dan experts in various UN committees dealing with human
rights issuas.

Child labour: You have chosen child labour as one of the is-

:. "'-.i"'_:
o %ﬁi

Clockwise from left:

ubarak addresses her Alma Mater; meets with guests b

guide. as you seck to understand some of Egypt’s problems
and what is being done to overcome them... so that you may be
able to define for yourselves the specific areas and manner in
which you can help. i

I am confident that we, in Egypt. are on the right track. Asa
first step in helping you educate yourselves about our social
programmes and to whet your appetite for further knowledge, I
shall describe briefly some of the efforts with which I have
been closely associated — specifically those having to do with
the education. health and welfare of children

Children's programmes: Children are a county’s futere and
their development and protection should, incoatestably, be a
top priority in any nation. As the most dependent and vulner-
able segment of population, they need everybody's help. We
the older generanons, and you the younger ones. on whose en-
ergy and dedication we have to count for sustaining whatever
momentum we have sparked, and for pushing the limits of the
possible even further by setting and fulfilling more ambitious
goals than we can dream of today for the benefit of our chil-
dren and nation.

To protect, nurture and prepare our chifdren. who represent
over 35 per cent of Egypt’s population, for tomorrow's world
Is not a simple task. It would require introducing basic im-
provements in the social economic and physical environment
in which they are to grow. That is why children's pro-

ing, the United Nations is also expecied [0 35SISU guiiivan to her left and Kenneth Toepte and Ms Shaden Khallaf, secretary-general of this year's MUN, to her right

in the establishment of the conditons for peace.

It does so by creating awareness of important is-

sues that need to be addressed by the intersational community,
establishing mechanisms for the exchange of experiences and
expertise and mobilising financial and technical resources for
the resolution of common problems and for development as-
sistance.

Another impertant United Nations activity is the sefting of
standards and norms that form “a principled basis on which to
assess and guide practice within the community of nations™.
The thing to remember in this connection. however, is that
standands and norms of behaviour that are comprised in the nu-
merous intemational declararions. conventions and agreements
endorsed by member states, such as the Human Righis Dec-
laration or the Convention on the Rights of the Child. have to
be observed within individual countries. .

This means that each nation, while respecting the spirit of the

upon principles and norms. has to work out its own im-
plementation modalities. To be effective, these must give due
consideration to the prevailing socio-economic conditions. cul-
tural context and the priorities, seatiments and dignity of the
targeted populations... 2 position we have emphatically
sgessed in the numerous international gatherings in which
Egypt has participated. We have, L am happy to say. succeeded
in creating awarencss of the necessity of allowing nations 10
evoive their own appropriate strategies and pro . with-
in a realistic time frame. so that they may be able to achieve
both immediate and loag-term solutions to their problems.

One example 1 can give has to do with the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. Egypt actively participated in the pre-

ory work for the UN conference on the nghis of the child,
held in Alexandria in 1988, in recognition of Egypt’s contribu-
tions to child welfare, and of its efforts to reconcile the pro-
articles of the convention 1;1:!: basic Islamic tenets, pav-
ing the way for its ratification hy Islamic siates.
m'%‘he'rc is}r’m question that we have benefited from the support
and international experience of the United Nations and its
agencies and bodies. But as in the case of the example | just
meadoned we, too. have been able to influence their thinking
and approach and have given them the necessary suppert to
reach imemational consensus.

ial development: [ strongly endorse your intent to focus i
335: 10th :ﬁni\'ersary on “‘community projects and in-
volvement with various UN agencies aud to take part in the de-
velopment of others’ lives”. This encourages mc to talk about
my own special interest — social development. I have pet-
sonally worked closely at the national and internarionaf levels
with many of the United Nations agencies concerned with s0-

sues on which you plan to concentrate this year. [ would like to
emphasise that serious social problems, such as child labour,
do not occur in vacue as independeat phenomena. They are al-
ways part of the larger development picture and their true solu-
tion requires action on many fronts.

According to the Egyprian labour law, children under 14
should be in school and not in the fabonr market. We need 10
remember, however, that child labour, which is a serious prob-
lem confronting all developing countries is only a symptom of
the more gencral socio-economic situation wherein poverty,
population pressure and inadequate services prevail To dis-
courage the entry of children into the labour market is. there-
fore, not just a matier of enforcing labour laws forbidding their
employment. it also means alieviating family poverty and fa-
cilitating the access of children to education -— measures we
all know that caanot be fully implemented overnight. Other
measures are 2lso needed to deal with the problem of children
who are, today, out of scheol and who need to earn money 1o
survive. We need o ensure that they are protected against ex-
ploitation, that their work conditions pose no hazard to their
physical and mental health. and that they are given the op-
portunity to “lear as they eam™. Woyldn't this approach offer
a2 better and more realistic solution to the existing problem
rather than leaving children who have missed school or have
been nearly dropouts on the streets 1o become easy prey to
drugs, violence and crime?

Before leaving the subject of child fabour. [ would like to
sound a warning and draw your attention to the Fact that such
issues have been highly politicised, on the international level,
and have been used to serve other than humanitarian proposes.
I want [0 siress this point, of which 1 am very much aware, be-
couse it relates closely to my own work and experience. }
know that we need to be vigilant. For the pressures that are ex-
erted on developing nations to find instantaneous solutions to
such age-old problems as chiid fabour are, sometimes, mo-
tivated by political and economic self-interest, and not nec-
essarily by a true desire to see a lasting solution to the problem.

MUN t:or_mm._r.mrﬂglve iﬂ::;gr:}em: T understand that the ;nﬂcnu
participating in nited Nations programme have de-
cided to break oui of the sheliered walls o‘t!mme university. and
to make the benefits of this programme more tangible within
their community. I salute you and commend for the wis-
dom of your decision. As a start, you should oy to acquaint
yourselves with the map of Egypt’s social development !
would be happy to extend whalever assistance you may need to
facilitate your endeavour. and would be willing to act as your

grammes and services need to be undertaken within the gener-
al pational development framework. perspectives and policies
and necessitate the concerled efforts of the government, the
private sector, as well as those of voluntary organisations of
which. [ am happy to say, Egypt boasts some 14,000.

Egypt can be proud of its record in the arca of child care and
development. The most 1 event that helped promote
child development and from which all the children’s strategies
bave emanated, was the decision of President Mubarak to de-
clare the 1999°s the Decade of the Child, It was a clear mes-
sage to the national and international community, that Egype
has the political will to give special attention to the welfare of
its children. Ir also explains why Egypt was one of the six pi-
oncer countries to call for the World Summit on Children, and
why it was able to participate effectively in its preparation and
deiiberations. The summit, held in New York in 1990, wes at-
tended by 72 heads of state who agreed to the setting of 27 de-
velopment goals to be achieved before the end of the century.
I was given the honour of addressing the summit as the repre-
sentative of one of the six sponsoring countries.

Muny commendable effarts are being made, particularly in
relation to children’s education and health. by both the gov-
emment and eon-governmenial organisations. It is ghvious
that if we can keep children in school at least through high
school. we would not have any child labour problems, and we
would ensure for them a better futupe.

Girls" education is being given gpecial attention because of
the tendency among poorer rural families to keep girls out of
school. a practice that has resulted in a high rate of female ij-
literacy, Even though these young girls may not get in to the
fabour market. they tend to be married off at an early age, and
to carry heavy work loads as family workers. For the sake of
their own development and fulfiliment, and to enhance their
ability to serve the nation as workers and mothers of fature
generations, girls’ education is an area of crucial importance
for national progress, and one that is being given high priority
in Egypr :

Two programmes are underway to allow children, particular-
ly girls in poorer and remote areas, greater accessibility to ed-
ucation. These arc the cornmunity schools established in col-
laboratjon with UNICEF and the one-classroom schools of the
Ministry of Education... both of which are to be applauded for
the positive results they have managed to obtain so far.

Continuing education through our Reading for All pro-
gramme is an area in which we have made great strides. To-
day. we find children’s libraries both inside and outside
schools in every govemorate. There was a dearth of chil-

efore the ceremonies; follows the events of the evening withTim

dren‘s books in Arabic when we first started. It wias clear that.
in order to inciie the child to read, he or she has to find read-
ing material that is informative, interesting as well as en-
tertaining. We have. therefore, made serious effotts 1o stm-
ulate the production and publication of such books. It is with
great satisfaction that we find, today. a great variery of quality
children's hooks on the market. some of which are originally
written in Arabic while others are translations of foreign
books. Furthermore, some of our children’s books have. for
the first time, gained international recognition. .

The interest in providing children with the opportunity to
read evolved with time into a desire to provide similar op-
portunjties to young = and to the whole family. To thar
aim, a “Famnily Library e” was established based on
the philosophy of providing the majority of Egvptian families,
at symbolie prices, with the best selection of nepowned books
in all Belds... history, literature, fine ars, science... etc. This
achievement has been highly praised by intellectuals. critics
and artists, and recognised as the most outstanding cultural in-
itiative in modern Egypt.

The establishment of the Cairo, the Heliopolis and the Mu-
barak public libraries are also among our crowning achieve-
ments and we are working bard 10 establish a public library 1
every governoraie. These libraries do not only provide books,
they are centres of cultural radiation. They offer various train-
ing courses, and sponsor numerous ineilecmal and artistc ac-
' tivities — lectures, seminars, ar exhibits which
are attended by large numbers of participants.

You, who have always had access o good Li-
| braries, may not think that their establishment is
such a big deal. 1 recall vividly the sorrow 1 felt
when T observed that the majority of Egypt's chil-
g dren and young people. had neither a place nor
appropriate materials to read Today, I am truly
proud of what we have been able :0 accomplish in
a relatively short time.

Our whole *Reading for All™ programme is a
real success story. It has been bailed inter
nationally as a model that should be emulated by
other countries. UNESCO bas established an “In-
ternational Panel for Reading for AH™ to study the
Egyptian experiment. The [Lrst meeting of the
panel, which I had the honour to chair. was held
in Aswan last November and was attended by Fe-
derico Mayor, the director-general of UNESCOQ.
The panel recommended that governments and
non-govemmental organisations cousider ap-
plying the experiences of the Egyptian pro-
grarume, and that an intemational “Reading for
All” promotion programme be set up which, fol-
lowing the Egyptian example, would be based on
national initiatives and funding.

Computer literacy programme: As university stu-
dents, you know the importance of computer lit-
eracy in today's world. The Ministry of Education
has taken an important step in launching 2 pro-
gramme for teaching school children to use com-
puters, and to take advaniage of the new com-
magication and information technologies. it has
§ instiuted computer labs in 6.000 of its public
schools, and plans to cover 5500 addttional
schoofs by the end of this year. In this kind of
programme, young peopie like you conld lend a
band. I understand that you are already pianning
lo teach some refugees how to use computers.
This is a noble cause. But, how about adding
children and youth to your list of trainees?

Now, I would Like to mention Jandmarks in re-
lation to our child development efforts.

Despite the services and programmes that Egypt
was offering children and mothers, there was a
need for an umbrelia organisation to integrate and
coordinate the acuvn;:s of the various concerned
agencies, to define national policy. strategies
and plans, and w follow-up programme im;)lg?:encytaﬁnn. The
National Council for Childhood and Motherhood was es-
tablished in 1988 to fulfil this role. It was due 1o the con-
certed effort of the members of the Coumcil and particnlady
those of its Advisory Committee, tha: irapressive results have
been achieved. For the first lime in the history of the
component of children and women was included in its five-
YWT r;evelopme:fn plan.

1s e last year of the Decade of the Chil j
nmpﬁnmatitwmmmkmemdofwma;'nﬂﬁ
dren’s development. It only means that we should evaluate
what has been mplished during the decade, and set new
idcgets as we move into the 21st century. As unjversity stu-
dents, vou could involve yourselves in evaluation activities.
for research is one of the best ways of undersumding in depth
the complex namre of development and the inter-relared hu-
man, socto-cconomic and political factors that affect the suc-
cess or failure of development plans and programmes.

New parmership for d:vclop_menl.: Finally, 1 would like t0
erable global change, throughout the years, in slogans, con-

cepts and priorities... Unfortanately, ‘assistance budgets al- -

located by developed countries to UN and
mes bave ‘:al:ely secn si%m‘;ﬁmt cuts as a result of
gue'. and bave shifted from long term development
and poverty reduction at the very time whgn many developing
countries are becoming more receptive 10 basic cconomic re-
forms... thus fmhqgtoaccomnwdatclhcneedsoﬂheglmtﬂ
part of world papulation. '
Iwoul_elhketocxprcssﬂlehopethmtth'Npﬁoﬁﬁesfor
lpecomngymmwouldbere-idenﬁﬁedmmcumesm
tions and meeds of the developing world This would mean
that economic development issues, and the emdicarion of pov-
erty should be ar the forefront of its agenda, and that homan
mim development, technology transfer from north to
scmWh and environmental profection be given high priority.
 What 15 needed ow 15 a new vision of development as-
sistance within the framework of the UN. which can help re-
?prem countries create an enabling and suitable environment
or growth and development, and environment which can en-
sure that dividends from any progress would reach all seg-
ments of the society. That is why the application of new coo-
cepts such as “burden sharing™ and “mumeal assistance”™ is
esseatial for building the new interational partnership for de-
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" Stock exchange looks forward

A new restructuring plan announced last week

to brlghter f“tu re makes the future of the stock exchange seem

brighter, reports Sherine AbdelHRazek

lnoneofhnsmremeetmgswnhmcdm bmdm
gmles mgulaung lhcxr wotk. formation network in companies throughout  tor wiis among the front-line cainers with all

:esenmuves, h;Sshenf Ranafat, bead of the stock . Trading sessions and how they can be FEgypr. Moreover. negotiations are gl}“gﬂ' fts eiaht mlllmg companies Tegistering in-
mhn :hs; et 2 comprehensive maraged successfully were important parts  way with news agencies. including Remers, creases. The banking sector fared well as
? upgrade the market's per- of Rafaar’s new phn. He said that odd or- to publish reponsmdneusanalys:sonmar— well. with a number orme bigaest banks an-
oTImance. ;napmwnfmmﬂ:clmd -das-odmfcrbuymg!ssthmit)slmes -ket mansactions. nouncing increases in their 1997 profits.
qRaafumat ‘:l the Capital Market Authority, - are a problene that undermines the avto-  The new plan was only one reason forthe  Misr Imemational Bank (MIB) announced a
. said the plan will cover a wide rmge matic rading system in the market. Execu- relief felt in the markel for the past two 35 per cenl increase in its profits during
0f measures, from renovating the cx- tion of odd orders, accounting for 66.6
change’s El-Sherifecn Street premises 10 percmoflhenadevmm con- " P ; '
maximising the efficiency of the trading sumes the same time, cost and effort ~ 2
tems whﬂennpmmgtheperformance o?rs- [ . This -
cadres through training programmes.

Raafat said that the exchange is currently -
faring well, its index having risen by 21.3 -collected together in lots of 50 shares

perccntﬂmugthQ?despmtheplungem and executed together as one order m
Southeast Asia that has shaken all emerging ‘their average price. '
markets. The exchange’s .capital .also in- . a new index will be in

ro-
creased to LE7D billion. However, Raafat - duced in the market within the next
smdtha:theexchangelssnﬂburdemdbya few weeks. To be called Cairo 90, the
number of problems. In addition to tackling’ index will includé the most active 90
these issues, the new plan aims ar moming
Egypt's stock exchangs into 2 world class companies afone corner 90 per cent of y ;
market. overall market transactions. Under the =
Upmnatheeﬁqmofmm pisn, ﬂmywmanbemdmedmmeﬂmphmahugmwmemmMgeanoﬂddﬁsmﬂm photo: ymanlbramm
actions is the core of the plan presented by Central Depository System {CDS). So far, weeks. The boom that tramsactions wit- 1997 o reach LEI189.9 miltion. Alexandria

Raafar, and introducing a2 new coding sys-

lemlsoncofthewaystoachleveﬂiegoal.
The system gives munbers to the accounts
of brokerages working in the market. This
will eliminate transactions that are executed
under fake names. Some brokers execute or-
gers for their own companies undef fake
names such as Sophia Lorém -and Clinton.

kerages from making deals.
solving problems related 10 fnancial inter-

The Capital Market Law prohxbus bro- -
Accordmgmmenewplan,whmhmmsa:'
mediaries. only qualified brokers will be -

" only 36 of these companies are included in

the CDS.
'Iheexchangehasnlsnsrgnedaconm

with a-company formed by Egyptian banks

to: unify the payment system. Abowt 66 per

cent of market wapsactions are curremly

for in cash, resulting in inconveniences
or foreign investment funds which are ac-

.-customed to the Delivery Versus Payment
-system, curremtly spplied in less than 40 per
. cent of the transactions.

According to Raafat, this will not be the
only contract that the exchange authorities

pessed the week before was another reason.
The Capitat Market Index recorded its high-
est gain in the last four months. gaining
11.55 points to close at 370.85 poims during
the week ending 5 March. The volume of
trapsactions also increased to LEJ55 mil-
Jion. Analysts believe that the un-
g;ecedenled suceess of the Egyptian Mobile
Company offering, more than 350
times oversubscribed, was the major reason
for the boom. At the time of the offering,
wmhcogl clol;n:ud d;veo lh:v:ekf. ago, investors
ns o i holdi to fre
shares m EMPC. nes fo s
The resulting decline in share prices was

Commercial Maritime Bank made a 13 per
cent increase in its profits. posting pei prof-
its of LESQ.S million.

Eoypt Gas was the market’s bigzest star. I
alone cornered 28.75 per cent of the overail
market wrover. A total of LEI30.8 million
of its shares changed hands during the week.

Islamic International for Real Estaie In-
vestmmenis had the highest increase in share
valne. 27 per cent, to close at L E21.49. On
the other hand, Egyptian Expatriates for In-
vestment and Development suffered the
highest loss, {403 per cent, to close a1
LE26.6. Overall market gain was reflected
in the large number of companies, 90. mak-

-_-_'_-:_ able 1o acquire membership in the stock ex- will finalise in the coming period: It is also
o change. Members will have to sign a mem- cons:dermgsuilnngadmlwn:hDowIm
- belslnp contract which inclodes a number of - Telerate that will

set op a financial in-  VCry tempting 1o investors. The milling sec-  ing gains, compared 10 22 that lost ground.

A Where to put your money

- IS.;’;MM s mﬂ:ﬂ;ﬁm‘g ;ﬂ; A how—to conference last week gave tips on how to invest in the market and how com- gw investors, but it I=J_:l‘sm mfmpted
L Investor advise representatives of com-
S ket~ asserted that liquidity amd pa.mes mn attract. would-be mvestors. Niveen Wahish reports ies on oW 10 AMACt KIVESIOrS 10
L rrampm'ennyamcrucmlforlmngm- . T —— buy their shares. Hendy said trans-
- " formemre: . vestors to study general economic - and make sure that the shares of the  parency is needed in onder to avoid
L Oneofmepmtcma:ﬂncm- - Defining the Egypuan investor,  dicators such as the rate of iterest, company in question are actively rumours abour a company's per-

T ference. organised . by Excellence - Shamel E.—Hamawx, professor of fi-  which affects the profits of any com-  traded. This is to ensure investor li-  formance. “Company management

- Ts Consultoncy, was Afbert Mo~ nance at Ain Sharns University; said  pany since borrowed money isama-  quidity. “If demand on the shares of  should be fronk about their per-

T medijan, bead of the Middle Bast that like most investors in emerging - jor source of finance for industries.
and North Africa Desk at Hong _ markels, investors. In . Egypt are
T Kong Shenghai Banking Corpora- speculators’ who seek to realise the - sis. Hendy

the company is not strong, it might formance. Investors respect frank-
Hawngcomplel:edthlsbas:canaly- mean that if the investor wantstosell  pess. IFf a company’s poor per—
said ‘thar the investor his shares, he might not find 2 buy- formance is justified, they will

T tion (HSBC). “A lot of steps have - greatest profit in the shortest perfod. . must then make a technical analysis.  er.” Hendy added that “the low num-  abandon it,” he said.

been taken ::ndu;p;crt;ve hqmd:ttgé mmmmhowbeﬂ; .This.
ST transparency osure on ounir Hendy, professor of share prices in the hope of finding a  possibility of Lquidity.™
oo market.” Momedijan said. However,: -fnance and financial institetions at “pattern for the shares’ movement = Hendy i

on a review of past ber of operations reflects the weak  He also called for consisiency n

the annooncements made by of-

also advised investors to ficials to avoid creating confusion.

-—..::_* he added that what had - been theUmversnyofTanm,smdﬂnm- .which will assist in making the cor- - bny when prices are Jow and not to  “We also need the government to in-

disclosed be made siropler 10 enable. jected profits, expecied:

investors to analyse it. He also called “the

to make any fitre of the industry to sec whether  the past.” he added. -
S ;pongmﬁmcumpamesm wmmpomve it will be affected, for example, by Pty
- or negative, on the company's per- - libemhsnnon. He also advised in-  study the market index thoroughty

demzand-on - self.

: : achieved was Dot -enough- Mo- “vestor imust frst look at the geoeral” - rect ivestment decision. “It is based * wmtendlesslybeforesemng.
e medijar advised that the infomation— *positiomrof the company, sich as pro-- * ot the théory that histary repeats it~ : - Hendy. - recommended -
-z : 'said. "It is a historic  vestors do not place zll their eggs in =~ which sectors will be affected by
of the company ind the studyofthemwememofshams- one basket “Make a portfolic of GATT (the General Agreement on
sh_amandmdoutﬂlerislc.“tr

said.
Not only did the conference ad- righiplace.”™

gaid that investors should

AUC announces . the avallablhty of a- Ilmrted
number of places in the graduate program for the
Fall 1998 semester,  Masters degrees -and
B graduate diplomas -are offered-in a variety of
T areas in the humanifies and- social sciences;
B business, economics and. commumcatron
stin computer science and engineering.

Fellowships and- assrstantshlps are availabie for
outstanding smdents .

. = Deadline for agghcauon March 31, 1998

For further information- and-appllcatlons please

2t contact the Office of Admissions, Room 126M,

e 113 Kasr Et Aini Street, Cairo, from Sam. to

3:30 p.m. daily except  Friday and Saturday and

official holidays. Tel. 3575012, Fax 354-4728 and,
Emait: ENROLAUC@acs.auc.eun.eg .

=)

“is delighted to invite you to _visit the
- 31st Cairo International Fair
from 11 - 20 March 1998 - Nasr City

You are invited to see the latest products

of 50 countries, 2000 foreign companies

-and’2500 national companies, In addition

to the largest.trade market - intemational
. communications. center - Business center -

'| cafeteria - fibrary - iriternal broadcasting -

~ garden for children
Visnmg hours from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

. Buslnessmen from 11 - 15 March 1998

Open to the public from 15 - 20 March

LT Lg;émat/&fmm
e EI Le Barbler de Sewﬂe a I’Opera
e
S e — ~Président
o Réda;t::;gc e f Rédacteur en Chef

; "-_-_;'.:f--' _ Mohamed Salmawy |

§ Ibrahim Nafie |

. form_ us, pot only about the in-
thar - dustries -the economy needs, but

Tardffs and Trade). 1o enable in-
vestors to put their money in the

World standard
indicators

MINISTER of Economy Youssef Boutros Ghali has
said that Egypt’s economy is moving steadily towards
international standards. In a press release, Ghali attrib-
uted this “to the consisient macroeconomics policy-
mix and the open market strategy of Egypt’s economic
reform programme.”

Egypt’s latest indicators show unprecedented im-
provement as reflected in low inflatiop and marke: sta-
bility. Consumer price inflation for January 1998 has
dropped 1o less than 5.8 per cent.

“This brings the average annual inflation rate since
the beginning of the 1997/98 fiscal year to less than
fonr per cent. compared to around 10 per cent for the
same period two years ag0.” Ghali said, He added that
an open market and increasing compelition were now
benefiting the consumer. “We do not depend on any
pricing policies; we leave market forces to drive our
economy,” Ghali said. He was referting 1o the moder-
ate increase in the food and beverages commodity
group prices which increased by 4.7 per cent during
the past year.

Ghali strcssed the government’s Jong-term commit-
ment 10 mainiain macroeconomic sublht\ and further
improve the investment environment 1 attract foreign
and domestic investments.

“Our growth strategy depends on encouraging small
enaterprises along vith aurcting large and  moulti-
natiopal investments. Small and medium enterprises
stand at nearly 99.7 per cent of 1ol private non-
agricultural entities. while generating around 74 per
cent of Egypt's employment opponunities,” he said.

During the current fiscal year, Egypt is aiming for a
Limited budget deficit in the 0.9 per cent range of GDP
or slightly less. Credit expansion will remain under
tight control and the governmenl is keen 1o majntain a
prudent financial and banking sector.

FTA
with Tunisia

NINE bilateral agreements were signed in Cairo last
week berween Egypt and Tunisia. The accords,
signed by Prime Minister Kamal Ei- Ganzouri and his
Tunisian counterpart, capped the sixth session of the
Egyprian-Tunisian Supreme Joint Commitee.

At the meeting the prime ministers discussed the
possibilities of promoling economic relations be-

tween both countries and catled for boosting the voi-
ume of bilateral trade to $300 million by the year
2000, compared o $72 million in 1997. Egypt ex-
poriad $47 million worth of goods 10 Tonisia com-
pared to 525 million worth of Tunisian exports to
Egypt.

The most jmporiant aspect in the agreements was
the establishment of a free made area (FTA) between
Egypt and Tunisia which both countries hope wiil be
the first step towards an Arab FTA. Onc agrecment
includes mutual tariff exemptions for 100 goods. and
2 20 per ceni tariff reduction on other goods. El-
Ganzonni said that tariffs on both countries” exports
will be gradually reduced until the year 2000 when
they will be scrapped altogether.

Other agreements on education and investment
were also signed.

Edited by Ghada Ragab

Feasible economics

Christopher Lane cxamines the key ale-
ments of Egypt’'s economic reform pregrarﬂ're.

Esvpt’s recenl cconomic stabilisztion o5 -
markable success story. The determineg o=
ate macroecunomic policies. in the com
programmes during the 1990, led i ro
proved public finances. a more \ahle o
encd banking system. as well as a stronger Pufnnios of o S
position.

Financial markets have for sone lnoe roueciiasd the im-
proved strengih and stability of the Ev.nii Y
idenced by quﬂmﬁ.-ml_mﬂm\-. ol

pillars the rapid reduction of the fischi se
an up-front fiscal adjusiment in Y912 .
revenue effort coupled with significant v
and reduction. The country recorded 1oaicr
reduction each vear from (99192 thro
enue side. the main increases drew
exchange rute — which boosted &
company profits — and the introdudcis
On the expenditure ide. the sutherines
extensive capital invesument budyget. e
lowing Paris Club agreements and iy )
Larﬂcted subsidies. Other expenditures. meioling wope, © e
relatively protecied.

Early in the stbilisation progrimize. the Lufecie. noode-
mented major reforms in the financid o2 i
banking system and inmitiated steps o Dnmioe s ooy
struments 10 control liquidity.

In early 199§ Emypt effectively vn:t:
markets and concurrently lilied nitt
and introduced auctions for ssle of
and 1993 it also lifted direct credn von
sectors.

Starting in 1991, Epypt maintained i oo
stable rate to the US dollar. It followei won
pollcy to dampen the expansionan impact ol u
ing teasury bill sales with the proceeds depasii
Bank of Egvpt. The rapid accumulation af
serves early in the stabilisation periud <nh. Y
of the exchange rae pea and, in wm. led o o rodueeiies of in-
flation expectations.

To counteract the short-term effects of iov.er consumer -up-
sidies during the adjustment prograrime, Eavpi crvated the So-
cial Fund for Develapment which belped sikeise poveny
through labour-intensive public works. zuse surpon o micro-
enterprises and basic communily services ard improied the
monitoring of living standards.

During the early 19905, the pace of <tructurcl rafeme wgged
behind the stabilisation programme upd. b: [t= the privin-
isation programme had stalled and other plunned refrnns hd
been postponed. More recently. however. 'er-. ha~ hzen o re-
invigorarion of structural reforms. must evideni in the econwmic
programme that Egypt has had in pluce sinve coris 1999 with
the suppont of an IMF Stand-bv Amensement. Tio auiferides
have made considerable progress in privatisation. dereaelating
protected sectors, reducing distortions from pricing and subsidy
policies and removing other obstacles 10 tn:de und invesment.
Private investment has responded positively Lo liberalisition amd
Is increasingly serving as the engine of grr=anh fur the ecanomy.

The privatisation programme has been a potuble achivyement,
particularly since early 1996. More than one-thind of the stare
industrial portfolio has been divested and divestilure procesds
bave ranked high in comparison with other "rensforing econ-
i iviati of mRyority
stakes of non-financial public enterprises ..mdrn:_ state vtif-
ities and infrastrucrure operations) and the reduniion of sl s
sets will need 10 be added 1o the sale portiolin. The Ezvptioe
thorities bave indicated that in the fuiure the privaisciion
programme will include the sale of a minority ske in ibe slute
telecommunications authority as well as suden in ports amd Gio-
tels.

Egypt has traditionally had a strong “hankiny hzhii™ with high
levels of financial intermediation. aotwiihstamding oxensive
state controls in the sector. Financial ~celor reiorm initatiy fo-
cused on developing indirect instrument. ol liguidir,  man-
agement and enhancing the attractivenvss oF derustic corrency
banking asseis through interest and credin fibonalisasion, while
also recapitalising the main public sector bunl. > arcond
phase of financial sector refonm atmed 1o incressz the cnm-
petitiveness of financial markets by Jivesting sturc vy nership of
jJoint venmrre banks. while also swengthening foni sEpervision
and adhering to international bhanking stunda irds. A farge part.
these reforms have underp:nned an r\p.m-.lun 0f nancial issets
interrediation, particularly in the equity markain. end Lo r con-
tributed w0 a smengthening of banking profitubilinn. wnd hank
soundness.

Nonetheless, the task of delivering ststainad crinth of osipot
and employmem in Egypt is incomplete. Iniesieient and do-
mestic saving rates remain below the levels needud 1w wockere
further growth over the medium term, Ara depite rzlatively
competitive labour cosis, labour-intensive production cemains
well below potendal. while merchandise exports urz limited and
narrowly focused.

The key 1o unlocking Egypt's gnawth procnit! is cenitnusd re-
forms 1o improve investment and saving. wlabdly througzh com-
pleting the process of privatisation. medemising the Dnancki
sector — especially through the divestiture of comuereial banke
and insurance companies — and remoting beracacstic hundles
to private sector development. in additian, furthes ot tu lib-
eralise the external trade regime will enhance oo NSHICES

On 11 October 1996, the IMF's Executine Eownd cnore ad o
24-month stand-by credit for Ezypt for SDR27.A millivn 12bowt
$390 million at the time). In view of the coupby’s ks i R
serve position. the government has nst diwvn. and does ot in-
tend to draw. on the credit. The arfange et has h-.rp;.: in-
tensify efforts to meet the chief medium-izrm ol lll..n_*.- faciny
the country, namely the need o increuse conmoinic vk
create employment opportunities and rarse liviny & Wi for
Egypt’s rapidly growing population.

The two-year economic programme hus cansoliduba i ©idg-
roeconomics siabilisation gains achieved under pro e PNEF
support, and is broademnﬂ and intensifving almwctun 1' rai
through greater privatisation, deregulation, u-u--ic HCTH
and fiscal and financial sector reform. Belwoeen e
the programme aims to achieve annuad reul 0P
about five percent, a further decrease in infiaiion «@
per cent, and maintenance of a viable sachangse poaitiun., .hL in-
creased growth rate is expecled o creute +f_‘rlrlJuu nety e an-
nually. An expected 2.5 percentage poini Sse i investmen: and
saving relative to GDP and a budgel defivii of aidei -6 per
cent of GDP are expected w0 uederpini La sironyer fhacm-
economics performance.

A fundomental goal of the prograwramy i~ W0 frumwcrm the
ownership structure of the Egyptian cconomy. whaze the public
sector still figures prominently in maaulactuning ai fievesliaenl
and represents about one-third of 1oldl employicent. Uther Ley
sructural reforms include further trade liberalisatiom, vecper f1s-
cal revenue reforms lincluding the tramsformeticn ol aetersl
sales tax into a value-added tax) and ruiinpuiisaiion of the -
come tax, civil service reform. accelerated fnancial seetor we-
form, further swengthening of banking supenisnm. anu ad-
ministrative reforms to sampiify and rotonaise ncestment
re

on.

Under the programme, Egypt is pursuing mueasticr o en-
sure that criical social needs are afsn addressed. The pro-
gramme provides an increased number of qualiiied nerses
and teachers to strengihen publicly provided health oad ed-
ucation services. a stronger social safvl: net and Jeeaicer tur-
geting of assislance to ensure that the mwsl vuinsreble wp-
ments of the population arc protected. The connirv 5 Socwl
Fund Ffor Development is drawing tacrcased <uppair! irem for-
eisn donors, with emphasis on providing retrainiaz aad re-
lated assistance for displaced workers.

The writer is Egvpt's desk officer ai the Iermanana! Adanes, ry
Fund's Middle Eastern Deparimeni.
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Beirut d
Netanyahu’s ‘old wine!

Israel launched a high-profile diplomatde cam-
piign promoting a conditional offer to withdraw
from sowhern Lebanon in exchange for security
Zuarantees from the Beirut government. Bur Leb-
anon, along with Syria and the Arab League. re-
buffed the propesal which also was dubbed un-
realistic by Tsmeli opposition politicians and
army officers.

The proposal also suffered a major setback
when it was rejected by Frunce and Russia.

A day after three Isroeli soldiers were killed in
Israel’s self-declared “security zone™ last week.
Israell Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyvahu said
his governmem had givea up uving o make
peace with Lebanon and Syria for the time being
and was aiming instead to negoliate terms for a
pullback from the south.

The so-called courdinaior of Isreli activities in
Lebanon, Uri Lubrani. said the proposal amount-
ed 10 a new policy by Israel toward Lebanon.
“The govemment is now giving up on peace ne-
gotiations af this stage and is limiting the focus
on implementing UN Resolution +25. which
talks solelv aboul securily arrangemems,” Lu-
brani said. “Israel’s posilion no longer links a
withdrawad 1o a full peace agreement with Leb-
ancn or Syrid, but only to security guarantees by

Ara

“I won'L be revealing any secrets if I say that the
peace process s undergoing a very dangerous
siiwation and thal in Fet i@t is dving.”™ Pal-
estinian President Yasser Arafat was speaking
on Sawrday o deputies at the opening of the
third parliamentary session of the Palestinian
Legislative Council (PLC) in Gaza.

Arafar biamed 1he [sracli government of Bi-
nyamin Netanvahu for indulging in ~a deliberate
and systematic effort aimed a1 corroding the
peace process  which. he said. had reached “a
moribund stare of 101al paralysis and virmal
death.”

“The [sracli government is willing 1o see the
peace process become part of the past.™ Arafat
said. adding that “nothing is moving. nothing is
progressing. On the contrary, everything is go-
ing backwards.™

In what seemed o be a defensive posture in
the face of widespread popular disillusionment
with the Oslo Accords. Arafit argued that the
fault did not lie with the agrecments but with Is-
raeli refusal ro abide by their terms.

“The essence of the DOP [Declaration of Prin-
ciples signed between Isracl and the Pal-
estinians] was mutual recognition of the rights
of the two peoples in accordance with Security
Council resolutions 342 and 338 as a prelude to
a final settlement.” said Arafat.

But Lebanon soid Resolution 415 — adopted
in 1978 — calls for Israel’s unconditional with-
drawal. Beirut sticks 1o the resolution’s call for
Israel to “immediztely cease military action
against the territorial integrity of Lebunon and to
withdraw forthwith from all Lebanese territory™.

“Dwelling on the subject of security suarantees
as proposed by [srael is jumping into the abyss,”
Lebanon™s Forelen Minister Fares Boueiz was
quoted as saying.

Beirut ruled out negotiating with Israel over
425. asserting that Isracl “does not have the right
to interpret the resolution to suit its own pur-
poses,” Boueiz added.

*There is no need for any talks as any security
arrangements would invelve giving Israel free
concessions. Acceptance by Lebanon to sit down
and negotiate on 425 would show Lebanon is
ready to compromise on 425 and open the way
fo;di.ls amendment, something we reject,” Boueiz
sai

Resolution 125 is clear and the mechanism for
its implementation is enshrined in Resolution
426. “The fesolution does not reghirc security
guarantees between Lebanon and Israel but be-
tween Israel and the UN on the one hand and the
UN and Lebanon on the other. Istael should in-
form the UN of the dale and parameters of its

at’'s lament

He added. however, that the Netanyahu gov-
crnment lacked the political will and the in-
clination to move forward on the road to peace.

“From the very Inceplion, this government [of
Netanyahu] adopted policies and positions
aimed at corroding the process which
eventually brought it to a deadlock. They used
all kinds of provocation and stalling wetics to
undetmine peace efforts as manifested in their
adamant refusal o cary out the second re-
deplovment from occupied Palestinian land in
conformity with the Hebron agreement.™ Arafat
said.

Arafat accused the Istaeli government of seek-
ing to “change the terms of reference of the
peace process for the purpose of perpetuating
their occupation of our homeland and imposing
a fait accompli on our people.”™

The Palestinian leader also pointed out that Is-
racl was cootinuing io torment the Palestinian
people in every conceivable manner.

“They are demolishing our homes, seizing our
land. expandipg their illegal settlements on our

lands, especially in and around Jerusalem, where -

they are trying frantically to cut off the holy city

from the rest of the West Bank and obliterate its -

Arab and Islamic identity.”
Arafat pointed ocut that Israel was strangling
the Palestinian economy by preventing thou-

isdains

withdrawal and the UN, in turn, will inform Leb-
anon that Israel is withdrawing so Lebanon can
take the necessary steps for the deployment of its
farces,” nofed the Lebanese foreign minister.

Israel’s offer is being interpreted in Beirut as a
manoeuvre 1o corner Lebanon over its refusal to
negotiate the terms of the resolution while giving
Israel the role of peacemaker. .

*If it is a unilateral pullback, we will all wel-
come it,” Hanan Ashrawi, Palestinian higher ed-
ucation minister, who was in Beint to atend a
UNESCO-organised confereace on higher educa-
tion, said. “If it is not, Netanyahu may be using it
to respond to intcrnal public pressure, improve
his image abroad... He will arguc his government
is trying o advance the peace process, and he is
eager to deflect aticntion from the Palestinian is-
sue on which critics accuse him of flouting UN
resolutions and ignoring commitments in interim
peace deals,” )

Several Israeli politicians and army chiefs have
also expressed doubts over the move, claiming
Syria would never agree to a couditional with-
drawal as it covld weaken its hangd in funue ne-
gotiations over the Golan Heights, *The chances
Syria would accept this are nearly zero,” said
Ehud Barak, the head of Israel’s opposition La-
bour Party. Israeli army chief-of-staff General

sands of Palestinian workers from reaching their
jobs in Israel.

“They are rying to choke our livelihood by de-
aying us the freedom to move and trade, inter-
nally and externally.”

Arafat also touched on the recent showdown
between Iraq and the United States. saying it
constituted a stark example of intemational
“double standards and hypocrisy.”

“Why doesn’t the international community
move to implement international legitimacy and
UN resolutions on Palestine”™ asked the Pal-
estinian leader.

On Monday, Arafat met with Jordan’s Crown
Prince  Hassan in Ramallah. Hassan also paid a
visit to Tel Aviv on Tuesday in an attempt to re-
vive the stalled peace process. :

Foliowing brief (alks with Arafat, the Jor-
danian crown prince said Jordan will demand
“full and precise implementation of the agree-

it has become a pattem — every time israsl
suffers casualties in south Lebanon ihe .
Israeli govemment proposes negotiating with
t ebanon for the withdrawal of its troops.frmn
the area. Zeina Khodr reports from Beirut

Amnon Shshak was quoted as questioning
whether the initiative could go anywhere grven
opposition from Syria. )

Lebellgg: and S{rria have a united stance
peace pegotiations and both have refused 0
strike a separate peace deal with Israel.

Syrian Foreign Minister Faroug Al-Sharaa
made a high-profile official wip ro Be:rm last
week that aireed at bolstering Lebanon’s stand in
the face of Israel’s latest manoeuvres and em-
phasising the unity of the two_ countries oa peace
taks

ia put the blame squarely on Israel for the
deimfuin peace mﬂcssq“'ﬂlc Madrid conference
has been undermined ever since Netanyahu took
office. He is running away [rom commitmoents,
looking for excuses 1o undermine the chances of
peace... and he s interested in dividing the Arabs
and bringing tension to the area,” Al-Sharaa told
reporters after talks in Beirut. “Israel must with-
draw without conditions.”

The Arab League condemned Israel's offer say-
ing it was designed to deflect Israeli public con-
cerns over the dsing military casualties in the zone.
“They are trying to give Isrzeli public opinion the
impression they want to pull out of the south,” said
Mobamed Zakariya Isma_.il. the l__.eaguc’s assistant
secretary of state for political affairs.

Departing from his usually optimistic tone, Yasser Arafat wamed the _ir_l-
temational community that the Middle East peace process was “dying
and may already be dead,” reports Khaled Amayreh from Jerusalem

ments between Israel and the Palestinians,” add- gyt

ing that “we expect a large-scale redeployment ;

from the West Bank.™ ]
Earlier, Ariel Sharon, the Israeli minister of na-
tional jnfrastrectire,” visited Amman and- met
with Jordan’s King Hussein and Prince Hassan.
It is not clear what prompted Hassan to go to
Ramallah and then to Tel Aviv af a time when
the Israeli premier continues to reject American
and European. pmo-
for a re-
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regisiered in the central depository and clearing system with Misr

Commercial International Bank (Egypt) S.A.E.

Clearing & Settlement Company (MCSD).

CIB shareholders are kindly requested fo deposit their shares in’
referenced system through any bookkeeping company of their choice.

Qur shareholders are requested to note the following:

1- Olid CIB shares (face value LE 100 per share) were canceled as of
March 7th, 1997 and replaced by new CIB shares (face value LE
10 per share). Acdordingly, shareholders who still hold old CIB
shares are invited to call at the CIB - Head Office - 21/23 Giza Str.,

posals

deployment of the Is-
raeli from at
least 15 per cent of the
West Bank. -

However, observers
say that the visit was
routine in pamee apd
that it was unlikely
that Sharon carmried to
Amman any good
news for the Jor-
danians to coovey to
the Palestinian lead-
ership.

Qbservers noted that
Hassan’s visit could
e

estinian i
not to give in to despair
and to stick 1o the pro-
cess “no matter what,”
& position that, if adopt-

™y

ed by Arafat, would Ahlesﬁuianwomanhughusmwhuisholdhgabfhisfathu-' ed in srael un.'ng protest
prove unn_m_able at hdd-umemwmﬁomkedeoﬁthmmMonday.SmJ;ng;nman:mdr:hﬂdm-'
most Palestinian levels. Mamwmmwmwpmmmmmm:m

Government
shake-up
rattles Sudan

. with or withoo! security A
less it was part of a joint Lebanese-Svrian plan. -

The offern;;rﬁkely he:ﬁ:‘-itg see m:ls’;g:m
especially. Russia Tance
their op;nsmm Netanvabm and his Defence
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai wried ansuccessfully
10 sell the proposal in Earope. Merdechai tried lo
ealist French support while in Paris this week.
but French Foreign Minister Hubert Vadrine only
offered his country™s assistanee once an accord 15
reached

Rossia’s Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov
was gquoted as saying that any Isrueli pufiback
wonld faif we-

“Any atiempt to separate the Lebanese and Syrian
tmcgs would be a disaster.” Primakoy said.

The Isracli offer was denonnced by alt Leb-
anese groups. “Israel invaded oor termitory with-
out permission... so it should leave without any
conditions,” Hizbulioh's Deputy Secretury Gen-
eral Sheikh Naem Qassem said. Successinl Hiz-
bulizh jons are the muain cause of Ismeli
casualties in southern Lebanon.

Thcmndiﬁonalofferi_sr_lotn:e;i'mdmtheﬁ
anese government says it is ng a
balloon. The Belrut government remains adamant
that it will not bow to and will not ac-
cept anything iess than an vrconditional Fsracli
puliback.

The Sudanese cabinet
underwent a major

reshuffle on Sunday.

Gamal Nliacumah asks

whether the new cabinet is
meant to appease the :
banned opposition -

Nile Tower Building - to replace the old shares for new ones.

2- Shareholders who hold new shares are requested to call at any of
our branches to cash all coupons up to coupon number “21° prior to
depositing the shares with the bookkeeping company.

3- Dividends for the fiscal year ending December 1997 will only be
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4- In case of pledged shares, the mortgagee party must notify the
bookkeeping company with any mortgages or restrictions placed on

shares deposited by shareholders.
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Sudanese President Geperal Omar Has-
san Al-Bashir fired 12 ministers from
his 37-member cabinet on Sonday and
formed a pew government — a move
which observers see as a bid to broaden
his regime so that it includes some
southem Sudanese and northere opposi-
tion figures.

Ministers in key positions such as de-
fence and imwrior were changed, but
those two posts remained in the hands
of the hard-line National Istamic Front
(NIF) led by Sudanese Pariament
Speaker Hassan Al-Turabi. The current
shake-up comes in the wake of the
mysterious plane crash that killed Vice-
President Lieutenant General Al-Zubeir
Mohamed Saleh last month. .

A majority of opposition Ieaders
dg;;l;played the significance of the
Cl €3,

“The reshuffle does mot signify any
real change in government policy — it
15 merely cosmetic.” said Farouk Abu
Eissa, the -general of the Cai-
ro-based Arab Federation and
official spokesman of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) — an um-
brella gronp of porthern and southern
Sudanese opposition eroups.

Abu Fissa's sentiments were echoed

by the Sudan People’s Liberation Army -

(SPLA), the leading southem political
group fighting for autonomy for south-
em S;lydan and the seculavisation of the
couniry. .

. “The government reshuffle does not
impress us,” SPLA  spokesman John
Luk told Al-AAram Weekly.

More southerners now occupy key
ministerial positions than ever before
under the Bashir regime. Soon after the
Nasir plane crash, several southern Sp-
danese politicians who bad signed a
peace accord with Khartoum last April
threatened te rejoin the SPLA if they
Wwere not given cabinet posts.
southern Sudanese politicizns were ap-
pointed in the cabinet reshuffle, Ethnic
Shilluk leader Lam Akol, formerly a
closc associate of SPLA leader John
Garang, was made minister of transport
and comoumications. Joseph Maalwal
became minister of animal resources.
Maalwal, an ethnic Rumbek-Dinka, has

long been associated with Akol. Colo- -

nel Galwak Garang Deng. another Din-
k'a.isthcnewministerofsurveyand
construction developruent — a nevwly
created ministry. Kabashour Kuku was
made minister of education. The new
cabinet, like the old ome, has only one
Woman — Agnes Lukuda, formerly the
governor of Equatoria Province in
southern Sudan. who was pamed min-
Istsr of labour.
ut perhaps the biggest surprise w.

the appointment of two banned oppo::
tion Umma Party smembers, Mahdi Ba-
bou Nimer as health minisier and Sherif
Tuhami as irrigation and water supply

" minister. However, Umma Party leader

Sadig AS-Mahdi said in Cairo that he

rejected the half-hearted attempis . ks
the Sudanese government 1o "espou:z i iy 1!1
reconciliatory policies whose aim is to - P Ry
give 2 semblance of democratisation.” S R T
Indeed, the ruling NIF, headed by Su-- - CinE
dan’s ﬂﬂmnrlual leader Al-Torabi, con- - M1 . izt Ml
trols all key ministerial positions and - R R,
has tightened its grip on power. Former b PR
Information Minister Al-Tayib Torahim L T e g
Five Mohamed Kheir, who barely survived - ) 2 o i
the Nasir plane crash, was made min- s vt
ister of social plamming — a key posi . PE=
tion that includes the' religious ﬁ ' T
10_"'“1 mld SPOH, women Md mal- af'. PR " - '.m‘ i
fm pmﬁ_dlos- Hardline Istamist mil- - LR
itant Ghazi Salabeddin was declared the . i
new minister of culture and in- . _w" .
lion. A new key portfolio for In- e ko
Was given to the. former governor of the CoT v
Bank of Sudan. Abdallah Hassan Ab- - Yy T %
med — yet another NIF bard-liner.T .~ - .. e g
There are fears that some of pewly : -t
appointed ministers are extremist anti- . - O i
e e ey @ Alo L reos
pomted Minister of Defence . General s Ll
Torahim Suleiman, a former chisf-of- a R
staff, was dismissed -from office' 8- . v e
couple of years ago becanss of ‘I-. - . £ g ey
responsible racist remarks he miade ' - e o
about msgunim;:sm in public. His re- . T e e
. an . - T gy
pesenen. has wmgend mamy 0 o
N RN .= ‘ -I .
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Baﬂ.lesbetwemAmhguemﬂafm
and the Hagmnah, ajded by the Zionist
augsﬁ.n;_’lensmdurmgm:nonthof
arcil. Five vﬂlags‘amund.laﬁ
Tibyris and Safd were attacked and -
razed to the ground, while 2 bomb,.
whlchllc.illedllandleﬂ'ﬂothas
seriously injured, was planted in the
Arab quarter in Haifa on 3 March.
Fawzi Al-Qawugji, leader of the Arab
volonteer entered Palestine
on?Mamh,anddmnglhemomhAmb
res:smnoenoncenb!ymmmﬁed. .

historian Walid Al-Khalidi writes: “The .
rnosuemmkablephennmenondnnng
the month of March was the
intensification of the combined efforts
of the Arab volunteers [led by
A]-Qawuqu]andﬂzel’alesnman
Mujahdeen cf the “Sacred Jehad™, the -
military arm of the Arab Supreme
Commx[thbyﬂmendMufu
Amin Al-Husseini], despite poor
coordination between the the two groups,
and the limited arms and nnmbers of

the latter.™

Together, the Palestiniao and Arab
puerrillas controlled virtually all the
roads linking the differeat Jewish
colonies, managed to infiltrate the T3
defences around the headquarters of the . 3
Jewish Agency in Jernsalem and blew
the building up on 11 March, as well as
siaging 3 successful ambusheson =~
uavelhngHaganahunm,thnglzﬁ
soldiers and injaring and captating :
many more.Walid Kalidi writes: “Had it -
not been for the intervention of the .
British army in those battles, the losses .
incured by the Haganah wonld have been
far greater, and scores of Jewish soldiers.
tannashostagswonldnotlnvebem
released ™
Themmwﬁmonofﬂr.ﬁghnng

during the month persnaded some -

Depamnentﬂmtﬂneparﬁl:ionplanwﬁs
mwozkable. On 19 March the US -
delegate at the UN Secarify Coancil, -
Wagren Anstin, asked the:Councilto -
suspend action on partition and to . .
comrvene 3 special session of the
General Assembly to warkoma- -
trusteeship and trace: Michael Colicn
cmderedthammshppmposal“lhe-_
biggest defeat Zionist diplomacy had -
enwunmedsmceﬂn:WhtcPaperof
1939." The Arabs were ji

the turo of events. Wlnr.daeyd:dnot
know was that only a day before :
Warren Anstin had made the proposal,
dJeUSpmmdenthnnselmeman.had
met Chaim Weizmann in secretand
given him a “specific commitment”™ that
he would back the establishment of a
Jewish State that would incinde the
Negev. -

This book was written in 1949, immediately after

the first Arab-Isracli war was over. In it Kamel
El-S hen:f.whofonghtmtheranksoflhevol—

tmteers sent by the Society of the Maslim Broth-

exs, nasrates the experience of these men, mixiog
facts with often opmionated details.

Th:woﬂ:uself:sded‘icawdmﬁ:ememmyof
“the martyred !mam Hassan El-Banna”, the'
Brotherhood's formder and leader, whowasas—
sassinated in Cairo in Febrnary 1949, The pref-
ace to the 1953 second ediricn points out that the
first edition of the book was confiscated, aud that -
had it not been for the 1952 Revolution in Egypt, -
the work woald not have made it into the book-
shops. This is not surprisiog, since El-Sherif at-
ributes the “defear” i Palestine to the existence

pt regimes
Arsb world, among them the pre-1952-Egyptian

monarchy which had recently been overthrown.

The leaders of the nascent republic were no other
than the jan officers who had been be-

sieged by the Jewish forces iz Falooga.

This book presents a moving acconnt of how -
both the Brotherhood and men like foture Pres- -

ident Gamal Abdel-Nasser struggled tohold off
their assailants in 1948.
Aslsobwousﬁumthemle.ﬂmﬁs-pagenar-
rative views the 1947-48 period in Palestine
from the perspective of those Muslim Broth-
elhoodmcmbﬂswhofoughtonthcﬁ'omhne.ln
domgso,:tplacestheenmewarmarehgmus

jve. The Arabs here are genmerally Te-

ferred to as “the Muslims™ who werc defeated by
l:hen'omonems“ﬂielews and what the Broth-
Moodwasengagedmwas“ﬂhad"'—lhdy

Bu;beymdﬂ:ehmerwncappmmtmﬂ:c
hiame lafd at the door of the Arab regimes, The-
Muslim Brothers in the Palestine War also offers

2 rare detailed account of the baitles by an in-

(1948-1998) 7

Brothers in arms._z

'sinceﬂ:eOuomanpciiodanddesdibed:e'\mﬁ-

ous attempts™ by the Jews to purchase Pal-
estinian laod. They also discuss the role of the
Brtish mandate in eswablishing a “nationa]
home™ for'the Jews. Accu'dmgtoEl-Shenf.the
by“nnd“erp]ayn;“g::gnnpomnce&n of tabhshm
es
.this national home. Remandate.forexampleg.
he says, appointed a Jewish-dominated or ant-
Arab administration in Palestine. It also opened

the door to immigration, ulimately rzising the

‘number of Jews in the land from 50,000 in 1916
to haif a million in 1940. .

The book is not devoid of sympathy for the
“wretched and miserable Jews who bad tasted
the bitterness of deprivation in the Nazi camps.”
- El-Sherif points out, however, that oddly
enough, it was not the victimg — the survivors
_.— who poured into Palestine following the Hol-
ocaost. Rather, those ‘who came werc “strong,
pow:rful men who were brought in for political
Teasons.”

The “story™ of the Society of Muslim Brothers
in Palestine begins in November 1947, following
the. UN partiion tesolution. At that time, the
. Jews were already well-prepared for war, as they
Ebmmngmhym:es;h'i:&mm for a

ume, act 1§ dareas
hadgcolomsedhemv::re cifectively off bounds toﬂrry-
abs. “Tt was known. that the Jews had several mil-
ftary organisations in Palestine as well as in
some East Foropean combries, amounbing to
meﬂmnSOO(Dsoldzcrsmall,whnhadbm
humedmgucr:iﬂawarfmetacommabal-
-tacks™ El-Sherif cites the ex: of the Ha-
ah: “which had been i formmtion since the
rule in Palestine, snd which grew under
the anspices of the British from being a mere
mghtwamhmanmtoacomprehme propesty-
and well-trained ammy." The Pal-

sider who led the Egyptian frregulars on the  estinians, oa the other hand, although they had

southernfmnr.lndeed.mssenseofbmilfnw
even sives the reader a passionate sense of re-
h‘\'nngglﬂ:eexpeumoeofthmm%ﬂtﬂld
mcmbowcm?enudomo?mbmwmoimms
dan Every Jewish-act of aggression,  every
danﬁ:gﬂmmwmmmmdlwmgdown

the foundations of the Jewish. state, Was met,
ﬁnmommde.bynmhmgbma?mm“m
the UN,” the

author wiites.. Throughout he ~ﬁgh:agamst

been in a state of war with Zjonism and Eritajn
.ever since the Balfour declaration in 1917, had
~proved wiable o organise themselves in any
"equivalent way. This was in grest pat due to the
fact that while world Jewry supported their
“Prothers™ in Palestine by providing drem with
m:ms. weapons, ammunitiop and military eqﬂmp—
ment, the Arab Palestinian people were left o
the Jewish occupation alone. *That
- is why, when thcﬁghungstarwd,thetwoop-
m}m were stricdy incommensurable,”

The Bmthr.dmod dxd not move into Palestine

March marked a tuming point in the Arab-Israeli
struggle. As Arab resistance intensified, the State
Department backtracked and behind their back Truman
pledged US support for an Israeli state. Kamel EI-Sherif
witnessed events on the ground as he fought with the
contingent of Muslir Brothers who had infiltrated
Palesline the previous month. His book remains an

- exceptional source of insight into the guerrilla struggle
in Palestine as it was lived by the guerrillas themselves

The Muslim Brotherhood in the Palestine War, Kamel

ismail El-Sherif, second edition1953, Cairo, pp.265

stmply as a reaction m the UN partition resolu-
don. “The Brotherhood, as an intemational Is-
lamic institution, has always placed the defence
oftheIslamxccauseattbempofllsngenda. and
Palestine was their top priority.” The Saciety of
Muslim Brothers was active in Palestine well be-
fore 1947, El-Sherif claims. They senr the Pal-
estinians ail the and money ihey could,
and during the 1936 Revolution many members
of the Society succeaded in infiltrating the coun-

try and joining forces with the Palestinians. es-
pecially in the North, where they worked with
“the grear Arab Mujahed, Sheikh Ezzedein El-

After World War I1, the Brotherhood began to
pot themselves more systematically at the ser-
vice of the Palestinian canse, They sent delega-
tons of preachers and young men to urge the
Arabs to fight alongside the Palestinians and to
set up secret yonth waining camps. This de-
velopment angered the Jews who, In return.
lopnched a counter-campaign by puoblishing
lengthy articles in the European and American
press attacking the Brotherhood and exposing
the threat they posed to British and American
inicrests. Whether this claim is accurate or not,
an interesting translation of a Sunday Mirror ar-
ticle from 1948 es a rare document of
Jewish Iobbying this period. The article.
attributed ro one Roth Karif, antacks the Broth-
erhood at some length. It ends with the words:
“if the world does not recogpise the threar
posed [by the Brotherhood], Enrope may well
witness again what it first witnessed a decade
ago, as it may find itself confronted by an Is-
lamic Fascist empire extending from Norik Af-
rica 10 Pakistan, and from Turkey to the Indian

ItwnsnoteasyfonheBm\hemoodmgctmw
Palesune, El-Sherif says. He recounts how he a1-
tempted 10 enter the country in November 1947,
“but found great difficulty. I was forced to irn
back more than once, so that I had to proceed on
foot.forlungdlmncas [ thus advanced cautious-
ly till I reached Jaffa. " There he met up with oth-
er Brothers, but was soon arrested by British of-
ficers. When derained by the Jewish gangs,
“members of the Brothethood were treated a3
war crimimals and not Jike prisoners of war...
T.b:yw killed and their bodies mutilated. I
sawwub my own cyes how the Jews seized and
threw the martyr Mokhtar Mansoar inlo an ar-
moured vehicle. T was told later by eye wimesses

hat the Jews had simply shot to kill... they bad

him by his beard and identity card
and they simply killed him.™
The Britsh, according to El-Sherif, actively
collaborated with the Jewish gangs. Kamel re-
counts how he saw a large number of British
officers training yonng men and women of the
Haganah pear Jerusalem. “The British con-
tinued to steer the war policy from behind the
scenes... the Brotherhood asked the Noqrashi
government [0 allow them to send a league of
mujahedeen 10 be siationed in the Northern
part of Al-Naqgab dasert, but they were turned
down™ The Broitherhood then decided to
make ancther appeal, under cover of ‘a sci-
entific expedition’ to Sinai. This time they re-
ceived official approval and “secretly smug-
gled themselves into Palestine in February
1948." Fighting soon broke out between the
Brotherhood and the Jews in Al-Naqgab.
Throughout the book Kamel frequently re-
counts lales of the Brotherhood’s chivalry.
Similarly, he stresses how their efforts were
repeatedily thwarted by the inefficiency and
disorganisation of the Arab army, and over-
powered by the British and US-backed Jewish

gangs.

Thus the book explains how the first truce
deciared on 11 June 1948, which was ac-
cepled by the Arab siates, only helped the
Jewish gangs occupy more land and claim
more weapons. “Most of the dangerous zones
that the Jews had been unable 10 occupy be-
fore, became easy targets duoring the truce.
The same old justificarion used by the UN and
the Israeli government was that the per-
peuatorsofmmactswemnothmvmomthan
unorganised exmemist gangs. The Arab coun-
mesaccepmdlh!sclmm.andpmudlyrefused
to engage in guerrilla warfare.”

Although it does not offer any particulasly

original information about 1948, The Muslim
Brotherhood in the Palestine War stands out
as one of the very few works to record the
events of this pariod in such detail. It is rich in
personal impressions and intimate observation
of such key figures of the war as Ahmed Ab-
del-Aziz, the leader of the Egyptian guerrillas,
General Al-Mawawi and General Mostapha
Sadek, commanders of the ian army in
Palestine, as well as of many of the Arab lead-
<13 of the resistance movement such as Abdel-
Qader El-Husseini and Fawzi Al-Qawngjt.

Reviewed by Amira Howeidy

Years

Reasons '’
of defeat

By Kamel
El-Sherif

“Some huve the mistaken belief that guemilla
warfare, or war camied owt by iregulars, is
fantamount to anmarchy. The experience of the
Muslim Brothers in Palestine may shed some Light
on how complimentary gucrrilla warfase is to war
by regular armies. It must be cemembered,
however, that i
out excepl by men who firmly believe in the justice
of the cause they are fighting for. To ensure
optimum results, these men must be highly trained
and in possession of 2 high degree of intellipence,
as they will confront in the course of their fighting
various difficult situations.

“As the main task of guenrillas is fighting the
enemy in a land occupied by the troops of that
encmy, they have 10 be capable of spreading terrar
in the ranks of the enemy’s forces by carrying out
fleeting atracks on roads used by the enemy in order
to cut them off, and whenever possible destroying
the enemy’s arms and equipment.

“The aims of any guerrifla warfare can be
sr.lmn'xi‘__edl.l'pasl'l:illcn.\.'shmal de

- First, inflicting vy loses on enemy
wiﬂ:outengagmgmdnmumnbm.

- Second, forcing the enemies troops to disperse,
gexhansungmeenemymchaﬂngandﬁghung

“~ Third, forcing the enemy to keep constant
guard over jts installations and transporiation
routes, thus maintaining the enenyy in a constant
state of anxiery,

“-Lastly, inciting all national elemenis against the
en:my. preventing any cooperation with its woops
and mobilising those elements in gathering
information on the enemy’'s movemems and
locations.

“We can pow go on to examine whether the
Muslim Brothers succeeded in their guerrilla war in

“Many wars would not have been decided save
for the help of guerrillas... During the Second
WoddWar.whenmanyoftheEm'opmnmes
were smashed under the blows of the Nazis, many
leaders of the liberation movements in the occupied
oounuwsresmadmguunﬂawarfmwd:smptﬂ:e

forces and thus lead the
Gemmsmabandonmnyofmcmgonsﬂ:eyhad
occupied, so as to retain only certain strategic
centres. The as were one of the direct
reasons behind the defeat of the Nazis when Europe
itself was turned into 2 battlefield. They were the
best allies of the allied armies who later went in to
liberate

“Jews in Palmne have resoried 10 guerrilla
warfare tactics, forming their forces in order to
anack the cenires where Arab armies were
stationed, thus dealing a blow to those armies

without engaging in direct combat. When the Arab
armies st the war in accordance with the truce
imposed by the Security Council, the Jews were
organised in regular divisions, as weil as in imegular
gangs. The regular army would engage in battles
with the aim of acquiring land, while the lerrorist
gangs provided help 1o the regular troops. Thus the
gangs were able to continue fighting when the army
was not, and the excuse the Jews could always give
was that the gangs were imegular forces and that the
state of Israel had no conirol over them.

“Similarly, the Arab armies in Palestin® were i
great need of close cooperation with irregular
forces. And there is no doubt that the Palestinians
themselves should have been (he main souree to
draw upon for these Imegular forces. However,
seeds of doubt and distrust, the work of the enemy,
were planted between the Arab armies and the
Palestinians and the result was catastrophic.

“In conclusion I'd like to discuss an opinion that
Is widely held: that the entry of the Arab armies into
Palestine was the beginning of the catastrophe that
led to the loss of Palestine. and that there was no
need in Palestine for any roops other than the
guerrillas who could have worked freely without
adhering to any decisions by the Security Council
or the UN.

“This opinion came 1o be widely held afier the
defeat of the Arab armies. which was panly caused
by adhering to the Security Council-imposed
cease-fire, especially the first four-week truce
(imposed on 1] June), during which the Jews were
able (0 obtain arms and equipment which they did
pot have before that date.

“My answer to this argument is that guerrillas can
never decide the result of a war on their own. "l'hey
remain an important and effective weapon if they
coordinate with an organised army and if they
themselves are well trained. While the regular army
occupy cities and strategic centres and mainiain
these positions, trained goerilias can carry owt
attacks on the enemy's backlines, cutting
wansportation routes, and spreading fear and
anarchy among the troops of the enemy.

“The entry of the regular Arab armies to achieve
the aim we were struggling for was inevitable; the
mistake lies somewhere else

“Fn-stlyandfommust:hoseamueswerenmwell
vaned or adequately equipped to mry out the
mission they were supposed to fulfil. They were
wially ignorant of the encmy they were fighting.
Another mistake was made by the Arab political
leaders, who miscaiculated the influence of the
international ions over them and how
vulnerable they were vis-d-vis those orpanisations,
for in fact they were totelly dependent on them.

“There is no doubt about the necessity of regular
armies in a barle such as ours; they were a necessity
in the past, and they are for (he funre — that js, if
we realty want to [iberate the Holy Land.™

Translated from The Muslim Brothers in the
FPualestine War, 1953, Cairo. pp 87-91
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India’s

politica
pot pourri

india’s mess gets messier, writes Eqbal Ahmad Indian Moslims demonstrate in sapport of the Congress Party (ohota:Feuters)

L

The world's most awesome democratic exercise is over.
Some 333 million people — 55 per cent of registered vor-
ers — cast their voles in India’s 12th general election.
With fve different govemments in the past two years,
the primary concern of voters was stability. a quest which
greatly improved the appeal of the right-wing Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). Yer, the electorate’s final verdict has
made the political mess even messier. The last parliament
was a melée of 29 political groups; this one will contain
0o less than 38. The chance of further instability is about
as certain as the amival of the monsoons in a few months.
With 249 seats in the Lok Sabha (lower house), in-
cluding those won by its nine coalition partners, the BJP
leads with the redoubtable Atal Bebari Vajpayee as its

" candidate for prime minister. The right-wing coalition is

24 seats short of the simple majority of 273 needed to
form a2 government. It can reach that goal by ludng in-
dependents, small regional formations and defectors from
other pariies. If BIP succeeds in buying new allies, it will
fead an unstable coafition which must rely on the mercies
of the ambitious and the greedy.

Its adversaries are determined 10 keep the BJP out of of-
fice. They oo are trving, althoogh somewhat half-
heartedly, to cobble together a governing coalition made
up largely of the Congress and the United Front. If such a
coalition does materalise. the — which holds
166 seats — will dominate it. Its likely , the United

- Front, has taken 98 seats — of which some 55 are held by

the Coromunist Party of India - Marxist (CPIM). Togeth-
er, the Congrass and United Front own 3 1otal of 264 par-
liament seats: any number of the independenmty eiected
members and regional groupings may join them to fomm
apother unstable government. are about a dozen
more constituencies whose voting results are still to be de-
clared, but they are unlikely to upset the balance between
the two contenders to power.

Since both lack the required numbers to form a govern-
ment, both are bidding for independents and defectors.
‘What wags call the “Delhi bazaar” is now wide open, and
trading is brisk. The BIP has an edge. Its coalition par-
ners predate the polling; they contested the elections un-
der a common banner, and are less susceptible 1o chang-
ing sides. The Congress-led coalition, on the other hand.
will form after the elections. Its potential allies, among
them small regional groups. will align with the highest
bidder in terms of money, patropage, or positions in gov-
ernment. With generous support of the business class, the
BJP has more money and fewer inhibitions about making
a deal. Also, the Congress leaders seem divided over
wh;:heror not to seek power now while the BIP is eager
to do so.

Timing is a crucial factor. Whoever is asked first to
form the government will have a better chance to do so.
The ‘floating’ parliamentarians tend to swim toward the
first ship that beckons. As head of state, the president of
the republic does the asking. but only after the election
commissioner has submitted his report — which is sched-
uled for 12 March. The president is obliged to invite the
party that commeands the clear parliamentary majarity to

form the government. Since no one does, President K.R.
Narayanan has a certain discretion. So all eyes are on
him. Given the edge BJP enjoys and also the precedents
of 1994 and 1989, it is that around 13 March
President Narayanan will invite the BJP to form the gov-

1 is a cause for anxiety among lib-
erals and minorities — especially the Muslims. After all,
BIP and many of its allies bave built their public support
by mobilising anti-Muslim sentiments and deploying re-
s i o i

into prominence power. In 1984, the par-
tyhadlentegedpadiagemwithonmlgmomembers.hn
years later, it passed Congress as est party in par-
liament. That decade was marked byli’;geempaign mpde-
molish the Babri, a 16th-century mosque built by Babar,
the first Moghn king. BJP and its allies claimed that the
mosgue was built over the site of the birth place of Lord
Rama, a revered Hindu deity, and pledged to replace it
with a tempie. India’s most respected historians refuted
this claim. But BJP and its allies. like right-wing forma-
tions the world over, invent — not heed — hi .

Their protracted campaign to destroy the Babri, and
3,000 other mosques, was a marvel of political mobil-
isation based on hate and demagoguery. “Were this move-
ment to succeed”, wrote Sarvepall: Gopal who is Nehru's
biographer and among the most emineni of India's his-
torians, “secularism would be strangled and India would
be heading for a Fascist take-over.”

In December 1992, a frenzied mob in the thousands, led
by BIP leaders including L.K. Advani and Vajpayee, de-
stroyed the mosque while the forces of the state looked
on, Advani is expected to become minister of interior,
which is tantapponnt to having the fox puard the chicken

coop.

During this electoral season maay Indian and foreign
commentators have described the BJP as having evalved
toward moderation. Their assertions are reassuring, but
sadly lack evidence. It is true that the BJP made cautious
attempts a1 wooing Muslim votes this year. Yet, nothing
in its manifesto or the electoral rhetoric of its leaders sug-
gests a change from a sectarian Lo secular, mono-cultural
to multi-cultural, and aggressive to peaceable outlock. Its
electoral commitments include increasing India’s nuclear
capability, abolition of Article 370 which constitutionally
guaraniees a certain amonomy to troubled Kashmir {an
area which Pakistan and India have disputed for 50
years), and a mniform civil code which many minority and
tibal groups oppose. Since it will command but a bare
majority in the parliament, BJP may not be able to fulfil
its agenda. But then surrender to political exigency ought
not to be equated with a change in disposition. :

Vajpayee, the prospective prime minister, is described
by optimistic commentators as epitomising the BJP’s
moderate metamorphosis. [ have met him and discussed
matters with him ar some length. He is indeed an m-
pressive man — unassuming, with a Pakistani gracious-
ness 10 a fanlt, a patient listener, intelligently curious, and
very shrewd. He puts one at ease and conveys an air of

andmodmﬁon.nurhn‘gaﬂigh_tmgm-
don to New York — he was then India’s foreign minister
— he walked barefoot ipto the economy class insisting I
joinhimintheﬁrst—classaabm’ Forﬂzene::usthourx._ bhe
askedqusﬁonsandliﬂeuedwithomwowmganysngnof
fat
Igum&ermetGenemlMohammedZiaul-HaqbutasVaj-
payee queried me about the disposition, outlook and stvie
of the Jate Pakistani president, I was struck by the similar-
itybetweenlhetwomm.'rhﬂewas.,however.oncﬁmﬁa-
mental contrast: the shrewd general’s right-wing Islamism
was a product of his ambition while Vajpayee's ambition
has been an outcome of his ideology. Much in bjs career
suggests a man with a capacity to grow in political skili
and intellectual sophistication, but nothing i it indicates a
turning away from the hard right-wing Hindu ideological
corpmitment he made as a young man in 1940-1941.
It was then that he became a swayamsevak of the mil-
itant fascist youth organisatjor, the RSS. From there, he
graduated rapidly into the main party Jana Sangh — the
forerupner to the BIP. His rise within the movement was
rapid and his experience varied: as an organiser {vistarak)
in Uttar Pradesh province, as editor of party magazines
Rashtra Dharma and Panchjanya, as secretary to Jans
S *s firebrand leader Shyama Parasad Mookerjee, as 2
chief organiser (paracharak} of the party, as a member of
its powerful working committee, as a padiament merober,
and as the man who brought the reincarnated party (now
BJP) into coalition with the moderate Janata Dal, serving
as minister of external affairs. A seasoned. professional
politician, Vajpayee can be many things to many people
but, as be assured his followers m a 1991 article, he fun-
damentally remains what he has always been — a radical,
dedicared to building a strong, cutturally uniform, polit-
ically centralised, militarily powerful Hindu Rashtra
(motherland). .
The BJP's opponents would be wise to let it form the
government and govern for a reasonable period. This tme
around it is likely to take office with its power greatly cir-
cumseribed. Tt does not even have the econcmic where-
withal fo arm India with puclear weapons and missiles.
The patamesers of BIP's policies will be defined by what
its leaders have begun to describe enphemistically ss the
“minimum national consensus”. Being temperamentally
radical and ideologically self-righteous, they will try 1o
push the boundaries of this “consensus” by means both fair
and foul. But in doing so they shall encounter resistance at
home and ahroad. In office, the BIP may prove mofe in-
effectual than the ill-fated government of LK. Gujral
Assumption of office by the BJP now may be the only
way to arfest its rising

Third World, and the BJP appears particularly vuinerable
to this trend. In this election it performed poorly in Ma-
harashira, Rajasthan, and Himachal Pardesh — stites

where it had previously controlled the provincial govern- -

ment. Better 2 weak BJP government now than a strong
one lates.

Serbs slaughter Kosovo’s Muslims

Serbian chauvinism is again being directed against a Muslim Balkan people. Safa Haeri wams of ominous repercussions

There is, yet again, no common European Union {EU) ap-
proach io the latest crisis in Federal Yugosiavia's prov-
ince of Kospvo. Each concerned nation — particularly
Germany. Italy. France apd Britain — is playing its own
tune, and all are looking to the United States to come up
with a solution.

The sceds of this latest bloody crisis were sown in 1989
when. after the coliapse of the former Yugoslavia, the
hardline Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic abruptly
put an end to the antonomy of Kosovo province, where
athnic Muslim Albanians ontnumber the Onthodox Chris-
tian Serbs by nine o one, by placing it under the direct
control of Belgrade. As a result, the mifitant Albanian na-

in 1992 the KLA unilaterai(y proclaimed the “Republic of
Kosovo™ under the leadership of Ibrahire Rugova. The
new Balkan political entity has still to be internationally

Since then, the Albanians have organisetgmtheir own
“paraliel government™ and institutions ip this province
which the Serbs consider to be the “cradle of the Serb na-
tion". Albamian children go to Albamian schools, Al-
bapians are treated in Albanian hospitals which operate,
like the schools and colleges, in underground garages and
parking lots. “They shop in Albanian shops and go to Al-
banian bars apd cafés. The segregation is almost total,”
observed one French journalist, accusing the Serbs of im-
posing a segregated or “apartieid” sysiem in Kosovo

with the aim of ethnic cleansing — “the same as they did
before in Bosnia™.

Tensions flared up two weeks ago when the Serbian
army launched a bratal i action aimed at cap-

“retaliatory”
turing KLA militants who had earlier ambushed Serbian -
police patrols in the village of Likosane, killing and -
wounding four of them. These punitive operations con-- -,

tinued for a whole week, spreading to the Drenica region
{Central Kosovo) where hundreds of bouses belonging to
Albanians were destroyed and more than 60 people, most
of them Albanians, ki

Kosovo's self-proclaimed President Ibrahim Rugova,
who is also the leader of the Kosovo Democratic League
(KDL), demanded that the province be “usgently placed

under international protection™

tiopalist Kosovo Liberation Army (RLAj was bom, and

“The Serbs shoot first from afar, then they burn

MAKKA AL-MOKARAMA

For Trade and Supplies
Machineriea& Materials for Packaginge and plastics
Watch our booth at Cairo International Fair

During the period from 11-20 March 98
(The ltalian Section)

houses, then they attack villages and then they go af-
ter the civilian popaiation, forcing them to abandon
their bomes. This is the same policy of ethnic
cleansing we bave seen before in Bosnia,” Rogova
wemed.

“It is oot bard to predict what wili happen down
there in Kosovo. It will be the same kind of slaugh-

ident Aija Ezzathegovic.

The international community kas urged Belgrade
1o stop jts military operarions snd start negotiations
with representatives of the Albanian community.
Deploring “deeply” Serbian military imtervention,
both the EU and the US have suggested possible
trade sanctions if Belgrade continues the policy of
“v];olem;;’d

ut backed by Russia, its traditional aily, Belgrade
has rejected the call. Following a meeligg with the
Turkish Foreign Minister Isma’il Cem, the Serh au-
thorities declared they were “resolately oppased™ to
any attempt at “internationalising™ an jssue they de-
scribed as an “intemal conflict”. “The Kosovo prob-
lemi can be resolved omly in Serbia, within the
framework of its Constitution and laws,” said Pres-
ident Milosevic in an open ¢ o Western ef-
forts to find a peaceful solution to the conflict.

Waming Western capitals against “direct intex-
ference™ in Yugoslavia, Moscow rebuffed “in-
admissible statements from some Westem countries
raising the possibility of a direct interfevence from
outside as well as their threats of all kinds of sanc-
tions against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Sf:bm and ).”

response, British Foreign Secretary Rabin
Cook, current president of the EU's Ministerial
Committee, said, “Serious violations of human
rights, of civil liberties and the freedom of political
cXpression are matiers of concem to every member
O%I:se internarional community.”

pite their tough language, neither Europe nor
the TS want to intervene militarily in Kosovo. They
have, however, agreed to impose strong punitive
measures against Belgrade, including the possible
freezing of all Yllx?oslav asseis beld in foreign hanks
and institutions, if the Yugoslavs do not put an end
to their military actions against the Muslim Al-
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banians.

: . It is better for India and -
" its neighboars for it to contest the next national election- -

asmincmnbenLIncmbencymmlyfavmsapany-indm-' ; &

. .— real or
' relative to “expropriation” and “compeusation”. “The MAI language
. _obhga:esgovemmemstocompmsateforacﬁonhaving‘ﬂwequivalem

terhouse that Bosnia was,” concomed Bosnian Pres- -

invisible masters

As the nations of the world gather in Paris o -
prepare their final abdication of all responsibility
for their citizens’ welfare, Faiza Rady peers info
the document with which they hope io ring in the .

1000-year reign of transnational capital

In this era of encroaching globalisation, George Orwell's nighmarish
vision of 2 mysteriously invisible, yet woralitarian and aAll-pervasive
mwnmmmmﬂmgmmpemoqucﬂesdaqsm
isbcinginsidious!yrenlised.Fo_ﬂowmgﬂnONvﬂmmm,ﬁm
power structure — 2 shadowy kind of government — has seemingly
Iosaﬂmephysicalaﬂdmmﬁnlappcnda_gesofﬂlcagmofpnwer.
while retaining a large and repressive police force that fanctions to en-
force a Jaw andbldoorder dec:eedand € mtwilighlby anonymons rolers oper-
ating in some nebulous and sinister zone. .

AsinOrweu'swuﬂd.convenﬁonaI'g?vemmts—whosefumhm
is to provide social services to their citizens and offer protective bar-
riers to national industries — seem fo be on the wane in the face of an
emerging body of global trade treaties which bypass and transcend jo-
cal fegislation, uhimately abrogatiog any semblance of social contract
and national sovereigoty. Paving the way to this rew world order is the
Multilateral Agreement on investments (MAI), that is corrently being
and Development (OECD) between the world’s 29 richest coaniries.

Although negotiations have been ongoing since 1995 and 90 per cenmt
oflhetrmty‘spmvisionshavcahgdybeenagmedupmmdcodi!‘wd
in a §70-page document, the MAI is still surrouned by 2 shroud of se-
crecy and its existence i5 pai ingly camoufiaged. o
During a debate about the treaty’s potential threat to democralic m-
stitutions in the French National Assembly last December, Jack Lang,
president of the Foreign Affairs Commission, ically dgmedlha\-
ing apy knowledge of the MAT, reporied Le M eDmlmmgque.'We
don’t know what is being negotiated and in whose name,” declared

Lang.

US govemment officials likewise claimed there was no MAI draft
document until a coalition of internationat NGOs headed by Public Cit-
izen Global Trade Watch — a group headed by prominent Amedican
consumer activist Ralph Nader — to “liberate™ a copy of the
text and circulate it on the Internet. Largely ignored by the intemational
media, the MAI negotiations have received extensive coverage only in
a few journals that have been willing to risk their necks and take up the
campaign for open information and citizen action, amongst them the
Freoch monthly Le Monde Diplomatique. .

Responding to the media’s almost complete blackout of the issue, the
debamhmmkmoﬁix;fc{&qspmwiﬂéxﬁmw%simd:mmg
the apparent gagging so-called press: TpoTale empow-
erment stonewalled with media silence”, and “MAL Trade agreement
from hell” headlined The Winds, a dedicated MAI web site, trailed by
related links to articies condemning the people’s “right to know noth-
ing™ and declaring that “the real political issues are the issues the cor-
porate media refoses to cover™. .

Despite the Internet’s remove from real reality, cyberspace activism
managed fo mobilise sufficient grassroofs suppost [0 organise a Mmass
rally against the MAI ip ‘Washington DC on 12 February. Public Cit-
izen also managed to rally congressional opposition to the ireaty, es-
pecially since the Clinton administration has kept Congress in the dark
about’ ongoing negotiatjons. “The nearly-completed MAI weaty has
been negotiated in tight secrecy withomt authority from or consultation
with the US Congress,” explained Lo Wallach, director of Public Cit-
izen.

As a result of the controversy, a US i hearing on the

congressional
MAT took place lasi Thursday where Wallach exposed the reaty’s
agenda. “The goa] of the MAI is to expand the same exireme multi-

" ‘pationdl corporate agenda of uidermining countries® sovereignty and
el mg even legitimate government acon' which is found in -
. said Wallach The United States Council for Inter-

‘the GATT-
pationa] Buosiness (USCIB), which has a mem| ip of 300 multi-
national corporations, and its plobal coumterpart, Intemational
Chamber of Commerce (ICC), are crucial behind-the-scenes players in
the OECD"s hushed-up negotiations in Parjs. :

At stake is the free and norestrained movement of foreign investment
capital across national borders and the global protection of profits —
real or potential -— at the expense of national sovereigmty and decision-
making. Nicknamed “The Corporate Bill of Rights™, the MAI provides
investors with vested powers over and above standing national and in-
ternational legislation. “What makes the MAJ so remarkable is not just
its very broad definition of investment but also its unmique process to
protect the rights of investors.” explains Canadian lawyer Batry Ap-
pellation on the Appellation and Associates web site, adding that “the
MAI's ‘investor-state’ dispute settlement process provides for a fast
and effective means of settling disputes between investors and govern-
ments by hypassing domestic corris completely.™

Essenfially aimed at protecting the profits of foreign investors in de-
veloping countries, the mvestor-state dispute mechanism is designed o
seitle investment disputes between foreign corporations and govern-
ments. As a result, foreign investors would not be held accountable un-
der locai legislation and conld effectively challenge the statutes of bind-
ing intematjonal treaties and conventions for ining their profits
potential — under one of the MAI's most dangerous clauses

effect” of even an ‘indirect expropriation’. What does that mean? “{Per-
ceived] iost opportumity* to profit from a planned invesmment woald be 2
type'_of loss sufficient to give an investor standing... according to the
1ext,” explained Wallach at Thursday's congressional hearing. Con-
sequently, the pretext of potential or real profit losses may be used by
foreign mvestors 10 contest any and all government policies regulating
Iabour legislation, the environment, affirmative action, subsidies — and
even Publl; l;?lﬂl:ﬂand education services.
Examp rouitinational iovestors challenging domestic legislation
havealmdybeenseenundu-theNoﬂhi_kmmimFreeTmldeAgme-

$251 million in expropriation claims after the Canadian government
banned the use of the hneaddmveandneumtommfl%o
MMT, which is man actured only by Ethyl, is believed to damage car
a:nu-po_llutan_t systems — yet Ethyl Corporation has filed 2n expropria-
uon suit against the Canadian government, claiming that they regarded
C_anpdmnparl_lammr’sdeba:eabouuhemmﬁadefm-
to expropriation of their corporate assets. The ruling in the case is still
pending, bur if Ethyl wins the day it will be a case, as Wallach says, of
mymgthepouumr.amelms:onthepﬁncipleoftbe ‘poButer

pays™.
_ Beyond bypassing local legislation and ultimatel disempowering ng-
tioual governments, neo-liberal trade. trearies like NAFTA amd shei

wﬂmh@mmmmhﬁnmhmmmmsm

-iheMAIisinmanywaysammea:pmsiveandglobalfomofNAF-
copmoented

TAqtheeEmﬂﬂﬂl i -
The Wies. eThudWorld,couldhecompanhlc.
The MAY'S requirement that forei : : :

. foreign capital be provided with un-
impeded ’c"‘?‘?mﬂahn'a!mswmmayinmeendggnsfomimem
ventional political landscape by eliminating the very ca

agree to allow transnational capital ﬁeea:-ldl.mi-'cnuedmcﬁsmmd
:;equolove{globalmes,meywiﬂmﬁmdﬂoscwhmmof
ir sovereignty, and their ion will have been reduced to poficing
and securing the profits of their invisible massers, <

Edited by Gamal Nkrumah:
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managing the Iragi file as it , .- . Lo : al good reason; the American report affirmed thar Saddam
fhlidmige ;stmﬂ;mhth:sm : SR o ?iussein would nol use these missiles in the foraseeable
AT a maiter - T T e S e s e g L T Iure — even i ey ¢

© e elinuished s Bo? Is toppéd the héadlines, week aftér week, writes veal prematurcly the arvepal of probibiied weapons he
in- U N T J L y . oo was construcling in the 1 .. In other words.

-lh?:th o longe!' possesses TR -Bu{the barrage Of Iﬂfomlatlon bU“Ed one Tt it wc:uld lakclg'lolgg ﬁrﬁ:a r:gls :)ecs;eyc}for:vcr. ‘:rn“:.'g:if_\'

atomic, chemical and bi- - _ e whether this information is baseless or nor

Samuel Berger, cie of the ™
ign policy, responds in the negative.

‘ashingion Post, President Clinton's'
¥ indicated that Washington stil] re-

&g when it deems such 1 strike nec-
2 approval of the inmtemnationsl com-
1 the conviction that UNSCOM, the
adedot!:%rl Ri;hard Butler, is the only
ar e Baghdad regime, and as-
t changed its mind as to the fmple-

ntti"ﬂ;lR;squﬁon 687, :

e elimination of ‘s weap-
ing of the oil amba:golar:q
solution. Contrary to theé opmion of
sers of the Security Wash-
dad must first show tts “peacefirl in-

: all the UN resolutions — of which
re the sanctions are lifted. In other

be maintained indefinitely, at least -

dam Hussein, which Berger himself
wesecable fotore, T

r, it scems, was replying to France -
esident Jacques Chirac, Prime Min-

Jinister of Foreign Affairs Huobert
er that it was necessary to envi
the embargo, bot also Irag’s re-
Searmament pioces bo s
t process ete.
e irritated the US ip further
IN-guided diplomatic resolution of
ed that a mulfipolar order would en-
he current unj world could.
te thus put his finger on the main
1S policy over the past few weeks.
as Washington was concerned. was
«q or squeeze Saddam Hussein, bt
overeign right to intervene militari-
greement of the intermational com-
t perceives, rightly or wrongly, as a
s”. This absolute right was defined
Ibright in 1994, when she declared:

terally whenever we can. and uni- -

wst.” Beyond Iraq, this "doctrine
an, Syria,-Cuba, North Korea, apd

State Department might care to in-..

xt day. on the list of “rogne staies™

is whether the US backed down be-
rreement only in order to get a mn-
s undoubtedly premature to answer
Jinton will only take a decision in
onsidered several international, re-
wch will depend on the evolotion of
the pressure exerted by the hetero-
r lobby”, as well-as the epilogpe of
ils threatening the man at the White:
‘Washington will have the means of

eld (for instance, if UNSCOM in- -
ping the good fith of the Trag au-

1Ol
ilismg US public opinion m favodr
be eremy, the campaign of dis-
» waged by states at war or mobil-
+ instroments to which democracies,
commoniy resort. The US is no ex-
:flent experts in psychological war-

e o eu TR e

fare, as the Western press leamed to its great chagrin before,
during and after *Desert Storm™ in 1981, Dozens of articles
and books published in the US in the aftermath of the war. de-
nouncing the media®s manjpulation, unfortunately proved un-
able 10 cast doubt on Washington™s recent allegazions as to the
arsenal of non-conventional weapoas Irag sapposedly possess-
(-

A carefn] reading of the delnge of “information” pumped out

by the US and British awthorities, and taken up in chorus by
maost of the media, reveals first and foremost that most official
information — and | — seem to emanate from one
source: US imtelligence. American satellites and U2 spy
E‘l#_s.aﬁeralLareﬂyingmﬂ'Imqimrimandinfomﬁng
UN inspectors, the vast majority of whom are British or Amer-
ican; it is the CIA, well grounded in northerm. Irag and om-
nipresent in the neighbouring countries, that feeds the secret
service -apparamnses of the Western
conntries, which have few means of ver-
ifying the “facts™ they are offered. Un-
less ooe believes in the infallibility of
US intelligence, and in the US"s perfect
impartiality in the Middle East conflicts,
one can only wonder how reliable the
sole purpose.was. cbviotaly o metfy
sole purpose was jously to justi
the urgency of a military strike.
"It is true that the psychological war-
fare campaign was sufficiently subtde to
dispel suspicions. It is indeed difficult to
question the honesty of “information™
when it is attributed, not to American in-
tefligence, but to “well-informed™ or
“Western™ anonymous soarces, when it
is carefnlly presented as a plansible hy-
pothesis, pot as a cerminty; when no
perempiry Smrpents of fct e made:
W] pure on is disguised as
credible accusatfons; and even when it
takes the form of an unassajighle ruth.
It is especially difficuit, of course, if one
has no way of verifying this information
through independent sonrces,

So we are reminded that Irag has the
technical means of manufactiwing chem-
jcal and biological weapons, which js
perfectly true; then we are told that hun-
dreds of tons of products which could .
t“ﬁe:ﬁntually“su'};r:inﬂ:emannfacme_of

weapons have “disappeared”, in-
stead of being wsed in the phar-
macentical or agricultoral industries, as
Baghdad “alleged™. Ini this argument, as
in others, cleardy, Saddam Hussein’s
word does not count for mpch against
Bill Clinton's. : .
_'The Washington Post, again, repotts,
withont citing its source, that Moscow
concladed a contrict with Baghdad i .
1995. According to its terms, Russia
was to provide mgredients’ with which
Iraq could manufacture hundreds. of
bacteriological incubators; the Amer-
ican paper added that #t was unknown
whether or not these ingredients had |
"been delivered. Moscow and Baghdad

arnational Coi:it_uf.lustice
which will arbitrate in the

ielf will be conducted. The 3,

mre of all the structures of &=t

s roling, in fact, constitutes

be way the US, Britain and the Se- -

d the Lockerbie crisis. .
conducted by US authorities into
ling the Lockerbie incident, om 14
t of Justice fled accusa-
. citizens implicated by the in-
rest Britain then submitted official
1 of the Libyan suspects, and de-
:d before Scotlish or American
>mply. on the grounds that it had

ies with either of these two coun- .

standpoint, Libya’s position was
ﬁﬂl‘:gonformity with esiablished
aw, according to which no state is
stizens to be tricd on the terrdtory

ar state, unless compelled to do so”

ibya's only cbligation under inter-
mnﬂcgmmnsm?;asawhole.lt
ots in an extraterritorial crime are
W just. - '

1 natural and legitimate concems -

:Lihyansuspcctseon]dindtgedbg
- sugpects government cmplioyees,
worked for Libyau intelligence. If
bviously be iz the interest of the

he suspects, since ultimately the -

md accused. Nor is the avtonomy
exactly above icion. Nev-
nment did act 1o dispel doubis as

le the suspects. It announced its
be held in accordance with Scot- -
-. by & much narrower majority than did the ruling on jurisdic-

a Scottish judge, but request=d
brzloountry._TheUSathheUK
: which reversed the picture and
motives in aggravating e cxisis.
distic standpoint, the US and the
to the International Couxt of Jus-
pute with Libya over the extradi-
.. The three state Litigants in this
e Montreal T of 1971 per-
svilian aircraft. This agreement,
this and obligations in connection
pulate that a state must hand over
in the country in which the crime
{ instance), or in the comtry to

! (the US in this instance} — or,

foreign party. More importantly,
parties to refer any dispute over
yigions of the treaty 1o the Inter-
the US and the UK had done just

1 compelled to abide by the de-

e Faad Py
i

-cisien of the. Count, had it ruled that Libya should hand over
the saspects, present them for ufal in a thind country or offer

- certain- gnarantees as a condition for having them wied in’

Evidently, however, the correct, legitimate course was too
straightforward for the US and Britain. They opted. instead to
bring the dispute before the UN Security Council, which is a

gohtlml.not a judicial, body. Moreover, they contested, be-
ore the

erbie case, and perhaps the trial wounld have revezled the
identity of the true perperrator of this homrible crime. In this
context. the raling of the International Court of Justice re-
garding its competency to adjudicate, contrary to American
and British claims, is not merely a temporary setback for

& two counrdies, but ‘an explicit, harsh condemnation of

thefr ing of the crisis and ap acknowledgment that. at
Jeast in terms of formal and procedural aspects, Libya had

" acted correctly.

‘At another level, when the Intemational Court of Justice
proncunced its recent raking, it was fully aware of the Secur-
1ty. Council’s condemnation of Libya and its resofutions in-
voking sanctipns against that country in order to compel it 1o
hand over the sus; . The Court iself bad rejected z Lib-

mary reason the court offered for this refusal was that the
circuimstances surrounding the case were such that the coart
did not have the ty to exercise Its jurisdiction. This
fuling was to bé expected, at any rale, even though it passed

tion in the Lockerbie case. IT the Court had ceded 10 Libya's
appeal for camtionary measures just after the Security Coun-
il had imposed sanctions agaimst Libya, it would have put
itself in-direct confrontation with the Security Council. The-
Cowrt therefore acted wisely in rejecting the Libyan appeal,
-in terms of political consonance as well as the interests of in-

" ternational Jegality. The International Court-of Justice is not

an authority above the Security Council, and does not have
the jurisdiction to cancel Security Council resolutions. On
the other hand, the Court’s ruling on its competency in this
dispute means that 0o other court has that jurisdiction. This
sends an implicit message to the Security Council that it
does not have the xight to pursue the issuc before the Conrt
] unces a ruling on the Hijgation before it. Again, there-
fore, the Coumrt’s recent ruling contains' on implicit con-
demnetion of the Security Cooncil’s handling of the Lock-
... At any vate, the Secarity Council should have referred the
entire case to the World Court from' the outset. The dispute

uestion: whomakes the news?.. .

litics o

o the implications bf the recent Lockerbie
S that the Intemnationafl.Court:of Justice has
“the.current.intemational. order

strenuonsly denied the very existence of such a contract, but
Albright expressed her anxiety and proposed, very in-
nocently. that an investigation be opened. Nothing is proven;
but the seeds of suspicion have been sown.

Additional “information”™, equally impossible to check, fil-
ters throurgh (0 the media. For example, a “confidential™ doc-
ument from US military intelligence indicated thm Iraq had
managed to build “several dozen™ Al-Hussein missiles (with
a range of 600km) and several Al-Abbas missiles (with a
range of 800km). which could reach Israel, Turkey, and the
Gulf states. No one deemed i1 necessary o ask where, when
and how these weapons could be produced in such large
quantities in a country which has been under the closest sur-
veillance for seven years. This alarming information. for that
matter, made no ripples in the countries concerned — with

Sdll on 10 February, the head of a US Congress 1ask
commission on lesrorism and non-convemivnal weap-
ons. Yossef Bodansky, presented a report in which he
asseried that. according 1o several intefligence services (Brit-
lsh German and lIsracli but. strangely enough. not Amer-
ican). Irag bad secretly sent around 400 missiles to Svdan
and Yemen after the invasion of Kuwait in August 1990, and
had set up cenires for the production of weapons of mass de-
struction in Libya and Sudan. Despite the absurdity of this
“information™. reproduced by the media with no comment,
the US defence secretary, William Cohen, and the head of
UNSCOM. Richard Butler, both declared that ano in-
vestigarion into the maner should be opensed.

A few days later, Le Monde, exceptionally quoting Amer-
ican intellizence. reported that Irag had converied four
French-made Mirage FI fighters ipto “chemical and bio-
logicat bombers™. The London Times published the same in-
formation the next day. citing Le Monde, sill without re-
minding its readers that the existence of weapons of
mass destruction has yet 1o be confirmed by UNSCOM.
Then again, bow is il possible 1o know whether these
planes. bonght from France fifteen years ago. and lack-
ing spare pans because of the seven-year embargo, are
still operational?

The Pentagon — probably 10 add to the credibility of
this and other similar reports — revealed officially for
the first time the means a1 its disposal to spy on Irag:
notably. twelve satellites, each of which accomplishes 2
different task. One. for instance, is programmed 1w bis-
ten in on all government communications. apother to
photograph an object 15¢m long from a distance of
300km. If this is the case, it would only be legitimate 10
wonder as to the function of this armada of satellites,
hundreds of cameras, electronic centres and heat de-
tectors installed by UN inspectors 1o observe Iraqgi ter-
ritory night and day — not 1o mention the hundreds of
surprise visits carried out by Richard Butler's team over
seven years. Several governments have complained
about Builer, who saw fit to affirm. without the least
proof. that Baghdad could destroy a city like Tel Aviv.
Yet no one seemed surprised at a White House press
conference when British Prime Minister Tony Blair de-
clared. following a long meeting with President Clinton,
that Iraq had in its possessiop non-conventional weap-
ons which could destroy the population of the entire
planet — no more, no less.

Unfortunately for those seeking to justify beforchand
the “surgical strike™ which was about 1o be administered
to Irag. 2 good pant of world public opinion, especially
the Arabs and the E s, did not take the terrifying
threat described by the British and US media very se-
riously. This allowed diplomats of various nationalities
— Russians, French, Egyptians, especially — to open
the way to Kofi Annan's mission and 1o the Baghdad
accord.

This does not mean, however, that the danger has dis-
appeared. The US will not allow an obstacle, or even a
major setback. to get in the way of its perceived role as
sole global superpower. It has already let it be known
that UNSCOM inspections will continue indefinitely.

mains, however, that evolutions on the global scene, es-
pecially in the Middie East and in the Balkans, could

ready done America hiself considerable harm
Transiated from French by
Pascale Ghazaleh

revolves aronod the interpretation of the provistons of the
Montreal Treaty, which obliges its parties to bring such dis-
pules before the Internationel Court of Justice: but also.
more pertinently, it is the right. indeed the duty, of the Se-
curity Council, to refer disputes of a legal pawme to this
Court, even in the absence of imiernational agreements to
that effect between the parties involved. The Security Coua-
cil had no exense for handling the affair as it did, and for aj-
lowing political considerations to prevail over lesal con-
siderations in a matter that was clearly of a judicial nature.
The only explanaton for the behaviour of the Security
Council — a political body that expresses the will of its
members — i§ that it submitted lo the pressures exerted
upon it by the US,

The discrepancy between juridical international legitimacy.

‘as expressed by the International Court of Justice. and polit-

ical international legitimacy. as expressed by the Security
Council, could not be more glaring. Security Council resolu-
tions, ostensibly a-reflection of international legitimacy, are in

fart a maonifestation of arbitrary whim rather than the pursnit- -

of justice. The gap between the Council's purported intent
ahd its actoal tices has raised many questions as to ils
credibilizy and legitimacy. The extent of this gap will become
apparent I coming weeks, as the Security Council delibu:.ates
on the renewal of the sanctions that have weighed apon Libya
for five years, Now that the Intemational Court of Justice.
through its recent ruling, has affirmed that the case is an inter-
national legal dispute falling under its jurisdiction. however,
all cther internasional bodies should refrain from taking fur-
ther measures, and even from reviewing any measumes. until
the court pronounces its final verdict on the case.

Since the sanctions on Libya were promulgated before this
recent roling, and since the Court does not bave the awthority
to annul the Security Council resofutions. the CoancH itself
is really the only body that has the power to annul them. As

- the resolution against Libya must be subject to periodic re-

view every three months, however, the next review period is
certain 10 find the Security Council in 2 predicameat. If it
mMoves 10 rénew the sanctions. it will have commiied an in-
tentional, blatant breach of the amhonity of the International
Court of Justice by convicting, in effect, one of the parties in
a dispute before the court It would therefore be more
propriate, in view of considerations of polideal confermity
within the UN, to freeze its previous resolution untl the
Conrt issues its verdicr. Alternatively, it could approve Lib-
ya’s suggestion, thereby acknowledging that Libya has met
the demands of the Security Council, which in rn would
automatically lifi the sanctions. - :
Unfortunately. the official statements issued by the US and
Britain indicate thar these govemnments arc adamant in ad-
hering to their position, which has no legal basis and. indeed,
contravenes the most elemental principles of democracy. The

Intermational Court of Justice™s decision that this case
falls under its jurisdicion does not mean that Libya has
won the last round. Indeed. even if the suspects are uwied
in a third coontry. and even if the Court has 10 acquit
thern due to lack of sufficient evidence. the Libyan gov-
emnment will not necessarily have acqnitred itself of in-
volvernent in an atrocious act of terrorism. Even in do-
mestic court cases, the innocent are sometimes

condemned, while the guilty go free due 10 procedural -

slip-ups. But such are the rules of the game. and we

must revere and abide by them. Not least among these

rules is the presumption of innocence until the suspect
is proven guilty.

Britain and the US describe themselves as democratic, and”

they do in fact apply democratic principles and practices

" and it bas the means of keeping its word, The fact re:;

dissuade the US from implementing a policy that has al-

within their borders. Inside these countries, it is politcally

and Iegally impossible for the staie to file charges against

one of its citizens unless investigations have yielded suf-

ficient cause for such charges; and it is cenainly impossible
for the state to condemn’ a suspect before he has stood a fair

and just trial. It js strange that these same States should com-

por themselves internationally in a2 manner that conflicts so
blatantly with the principles and practices they espouse at

home. Contrary to their claims, these powerful nations. not -

the smaller nations. create the major impediment to dem-
ocratic development. By sustaining the “law of the jungie”™,
they impede. in Hobbes's words, the transition from the
“state of nature™ to the state of society at the internatienal
level. Their insistence on imposing their own law, rather than
internacional law, nullifies the very basis of the global “social
contract™ from the outset and gives reign to iniernational
vandalism. it is an irony, in these bleak times, and in the ton-

text of the Lockerbie crisis in. particular, that Libya should .

fall within the bounds of jnternational law, while Britain and
the US behave like outiaws.

Regardless of the future course of the Lockerbie crisis. how-
ever, the recent ruling of the International Counrt of Justice
will. sooner or later. bring to the fore a few critical questions:
the constimtionality of resolutions issued by the Security
Council and the instimtion of 2 mechanism to subjeci the
Couneil itself to political and legal scrutiny and accountability.
Any executive authority will njtimately become a highly ar-
bitrary and despotic power in the absence of a system of mu-
tual checks and balances between the jodicial, legislative and

executive authorities. Expanding the membership of the Secor-

ity Council alone is not sufficient. Without effective controls,
even the most representative and credible authority will still
have the capacity 10 abuse its powers. The current UN Charter
gives the Security Council enormous . in some in-
stances grealer than those of the most diciztorially inclined re-
gimes. The UN General Assembly does not have the political
or Jega] Jeverage 10 impede the implementation of is de-
cisions, and the International Court of Justice is not em-
powered 10 test the constitutionality of its resolutions against
the 1ext and spirit of the Charter, particularly those resolutions
taken in accordance with Article 7. Perhaps, however, the mil-
ings of the International Court of Justice on the Lockerbie case
wiil ppen up an avenue for the reform of the imbalance in the

The writer is professor of political science and internatianal

politics at Cairo University. The above article was wrilien
before ihe Security Council renewed the sanctions against

Libya last Thursday.
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10 Opinion

3,
V'rtual reality =

Isroeli Pime Minister Binyamin Netanyaho has the

few weeks md:eMddleEastpﬂmh?;n L

agrecmenis with the Palestinians. Now that the Gulf cxisis is
winding down, at Jeast for the time being, there are increasing

demands for a revival and acoeleration of the peace process.
Sensing the pressure, Netanyahn has resorted to all kinds of di-
versionary tactics. He resumrecied his pet proposal for an Israeli
withdrawal from southemn Lebanon on condition that the Beirt
dismantle the Hizballah resistance —_a

huhng:tandﬂnnweleomngltashelpfultoUSmediaum
InOslo pmdlpmnemd:Amd.bmhewas
seen in diplomatic circles there as bent cn nndermining
mInLondon.d:e

g .

from implicir
tanyahn’s foot-dragging. Bven st home, pressure has been build-
ing up. More than 1,500 retired ammy and police officers sent
him a Jetter urging a halt to the constroction of settlements in oc-
cupied lands. The letrer said Netanyaho's persistence in his
pohaes‘ﬁnuunsemmquesmnmenghmof
Cl!l.'

“My advice is: don’t play games.” President Hosni Mubarak
bhmty wamed Netanyahu in an interview with the Jsraeli news-
paper Maariv this week. “Live in reality, pot a world of illu-
sions.”
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The Bgyptian people have long entertained vi-
mcfﬂn‘hngomﬁomthegmoweonﬁm
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away from the old valley. Such a trapsition,
moreover, requires modem, streamlined ad-

bureancracy is to contriboie to, rather than
bhamper, the economic development of our
country. This, in tamn, calls for a new con-
sciousness, not only of jts central role in pro-
d_evelopmem, but of the

patience and wisdom will have to be
cal.ledmmplaymnnlaugletlusmmmweb
and eradicate some of the most entrenched

l:'r‘?A‘.‘;l.E@IﬂiH?Slaa??fl-\m(werlap:mdc:mﬂml_:ﬂ:xgl:tlls

Red tape strangles the
aspirations of
Egyptians and cannot
be allowed to continue
daing so, writes
ibrahim Nafie

and regulations tend to sobvert even well-
intentioned plans. The tme- lag between
pmmulganon:;fadecmonandmmprﬁ
mentation it ever gete implemented at
— canses endiess astrition to individual and
business interests and saps all exterprises of
their credibility and jure.
The massive growth of bureancracy has
been mtextwined with the increasing in-
volvemantofthesmte.dmnglhetomlimum
phase of our history, in alf realms of
and economic activity. The sprawl ofad
ministrative
cannot be sclved from ons
day to the next [t is an intricate structural
problem that must be carefolly analysed and
delicately dismantled over a reasonable time
span, in conjunction with the other structural
transformations we must make
Yet, one key towards solving this co-
avndrom thar effects so many aspects of oar
lives is 1o develop an awareness of the con-
cept of public service. Government func-
tionaries are there o serve the people. They
are not inrermediaries between the people and
their rolers, with 2 license to y carve
out a sphere of anthority that entides them to
insolently obstruct the needs of the citizen, as
thongh their power and prestige were the ul-
timate end rather than being at the service of
the general welfare.
At the techrical level, much must be done
towards re-deliealing the competencies of

and institations this -

various administrative onits in order to elin-
mmmdmpemdbmmmcovadap Such
restuctoring is also essendal for providing
dmmsot‘responsibhtyforﬂ:epmsonnel
themselves. This will go a long way w0 en-
hancing performance, smee it will provide a
framework for professional accountability and
closel:heavenu‘e;engevmonot‘rwponsibﬂny
Clearing awa ense undergrowth in gov-
adn!:lmsu-anon shonld ecnable our

gcmmtemployeesmwmtmmeus
better.

'I'hc'gndna.lexpansuonofthepnvaueseo-
tor, wh:chwﬂleffectvu-mallynllaspectsof
owr lives, inclading the service sectors thal
have been under state control, will eventoal-

" Iy cause comsiderable reductions in the num-

bers of state employees. Government em-
ployment has also Jost its lure for many of
our young- Further redoctions in the staifing
levels of government admivigtrations may
also be expected, not only with the stream-
living of and the reduction in
red tape, but with the compuerisation of
many sdomnistrative tasks and the possible
inroduction of fax and ielepbone com-
munications that would dispense with the
need for direct contact with administrative
persommel.

The introduction of modern communica-
tions and information equipment will require
fundamental changes in the customary format
of our timeworm forms, enabling the compila-

An Arab summit including Iraq

The peaceful settlement of the Iraqi crisis highlights the stalemate facing the Arab-lsraeli
peace process. Mohamed Sid-Ahmed discusses the rationale of this paradox

Althongh the Security Council wesolution on
Kofi Anpan's mission to Baghdad was adopt-
ed wmanimously, thexe are signs that opinions

in the United Nations over how best to deal

with the Tragi crisis are far from unanimous.
mmlopmmwhﬁmmdmmthe

vergences dividing great powers
wasﬂ:ezemmmBaghdadlastThurslc’i.;yof
Scott Ritier, the man who sparked the crisis in

In a clear from the style of the
United Nations, and without

Secretary
his knowledge, the chief of the UNSCOM in-
spection teams, Richard Botler, appointed Rit-
ter to head one of the inspection teams. It
mﬂbem:mberedthﬂkmmihem

ican weapons inspector who was accused by
d:el’nqlamhonnesofwoﬂnngforthem
and whose debarring provoked the stand-off
g o Indfmﬁplommfsnalg
appumnngan an

to represent the secretary-general in Baghdad
apd to ensure that he has a direct line of com-
munication with the Iraqi authorities, instead
of leaving it to the inspection teams alone to
report to the Security Council on Iraq’s adher-
ence to the UN resolations.

It would thus appear that the Iragi crisis is
nox limited to Irag alone, or to Irag’s violation
of post-Desert Storm UN resolutions, but that
it 1s directly related to fimdamental changes
now underway in the world order; more spe-
cifically, to how far the United States can re-
tain the statns of unique superpower in the

post-bipolar world order following the demnise
of the Soviet Union,

It might be true thar no power today is ca-
pable of challenging the dominance of the
United States. However, there are Jinpitations
on Washington's ability to impose its umi-
laters! wiil m the international political arena,
as was graphically illustrated durdng the re-
cent Iraqi crisis. While Washington ciaimed
o share the view of the otber great powers on
the peed o ry and resolve the crisis by peace-
fel means before resorting to a military suike,
the acteal bebaviour of the American ad-

The Preas Thice Week

It is worth contemplating bhere that if the

multpolar based on the idea of the
peaceful settlement of coniflicts, emerges

the process on its own terms.
One such initiative is Netanyabn's recent
proposal to pull out of south Lebanon. It ap-

Ending the boycotts

pears Israel is now ready to implement Secur-
ityCﬁcilResohlﬁon4szithd1esole£;;
viso that Lebanon guarantee to protect it

secuzity threats from Hizbullsh. However,
to resume the peace

prove that the Ax-
abs have finally learned that peace with Israsl
cammot be built on inter-Arab conflict. bat

that, quite the conrary, ::mnstbebaseduna
bedrock of inter-Arab solidarity.
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Akhbar El-Yom: “We must Iaunch a new Arab in-

itative. A start conld be made with an Arab declaration

saying that in the wake of the decision of the Inter-

nationa] Court of Justice over Lockerbie, we will no

longﬂ'l?:qoom;nmdmmebuymofubya.Wemﬂ

grant a few months to destroy any remaining
of mass destruction and o i UN res-

to make that fuifilling its
mmmmﬁhqphﬁemmlt;emws
should lift their embargo on it and agree on an mder-

standing the security of each Arab stare ud
pteyenungwha:

ﬂommocmnng—acrms
bad everyone an exorbitant

(Galnl Aref, 7Mam'5aymg peice.”
Al-“afd.“Welhou@ttheUSwou]dampt:md:e—
the agreement reached between Baghdad and
KaﬁAnum-BmuseemsthatWathgﬂmkelsmdlg-
ity bas been slighted and has 3o threaten to
ase the aid weapon agaimst those who refosed wo follow
blindly in its footsteps. The US stands to lose becanse
Egypt has lived for 2 long time without US aid and its
peq:leuepr:puedtogo:taloneformym:sm

{Editorial, 6 March)

Al-Shaab: “After our great victory over the Iraq is-
sue, Isfael is stealthily moving to avoid intemational
pressure 2nd to sow discord in the region by encour-
aging bloody feuds in Lebanon between those who
wanpt 1o ses a separate Ismeli withdrawal from Lebanon
and those who do not. In this way Erael seeks to de-
prive the Syrians of the Hizbuvliah card and to postpone
negotiations with the Palestinians because it is not pre-
pa:edmoﬁamymnmmsmﬁ:malthuugh:thua
definire: interest in offering them to Lebano.”

(Adel Hussein, 6 March)

Al-Ahaliz “The decision of the International Court
of Justice orn Lockerbie is a victory for Libyan di-
plomacy and Arab efforts in this regard. It is also a
heavy blow to the Jaw of the jungle which the US
seeks to impose on the world. The decision means that
all sanctions Libyaamnowﬂ]egalmdﬂ:em-
absshon]dmkeadvanugeofth:smltﬁtheboymu
against Libya and Iraq and compe Israel to implement
resolutions calling for the withdrawal from occapied
territories in Palestine, Syria’s Golan Heights and
sonth Lebanon without conditions.™

(Lutfi Waked, 4 March)

Al-Alaln Al-\'om- “Annan’s position on Iraq, the

dommdrmpuahtymduhngmm ps. Wil

the White House review its policies after 4 series of re~
cept blonders? This is the question we woald like to

oent
{Farouk Guweida, 7 March)

Al-Ahram Al-Messaie: “So that ir can make:

theGulfsmfootthebﬂlforthcreuﬁltmihmy
build-up, there is,-from the US' t. oo

Mmaﬂmmmmmﬁ”

US more than $1,000 million, and it will have tc pey
this out of its own pocket if it does ot go abead with
the strike. And it ig not stran, l:ha:US copn;uon
should question this costly buil
qlwespons—lfmysﬁﬂemst—dommm
a build-up. All that i3 Jeft to say is that Ritter
a:thchﬁdofanewmspecnonwmnwuldbetbeﬁrst
step towards this scenario.” -

(Editorial, 7 March)

Compiled by Galal Nassar

Untying the Gordian knot, .

nunofmoreeffectwe

databases
ficient access 1o information. Ills“"l"“g“
outside the realm of the & oyt
St
mﬁnhoemﬁcaﬂa Herculean en-

deuvour, Tet alone the procurement of POV

al for an investment project worth millions of
dollars. -
The aut of the old valley Wil of-

Egyptians I
changeto!:;commodmafuma:dloohng.

pioneering spirit.

and more ef-

n to picture
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Bar none

By Naguib Mahfouz

President Mubarak has called for the
elimination of all weapons of ‘mass de-
smonﬁum_auﬂ:ecounmes of the

d &
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Cloce up

Salama A. Salama

Solutions and
suggestions

in his meeting with the Sg-
preme Press Council, Pres-
ident Mubarak sought 1o
convey the clear

that freedom of the Press is
gvaraniced, and that the
press remains onfettered in
exercising its role, in ac-

cordance with the Constity- }-

tion. the Jaw apd public in-
terest.  His words no doubt
dispelled the clonds which
had loomed over the meet-
Ing. and which may pass
without compromising " the
envirooment of freedom
and democracy which has
be¢n achieved under this
government. .
The president highlighted
two matters which deserve
considerable -  attention.
First, he confirmed the

press’s  responsibility 1o

protect its freedom by itself |

by monitoring its own
members. Second. he em-
phasised the government’s
readiness to introduce the
f:npl;dmems in relevam
gislation necessary 1o fos-
ter freedom of the press.
Following these 1two
guidelines, we need to re-
view the loopholes that al-
low the press’s reputation
o be damaged, its role un-
dermined., and impostors
and mercenaries o work as
journalists. There are sev-
eral steps we could-take to.
remedy these shortcomings.
It woullg be beneficial to
activate the Supreme Press
Council so that 1t may fulfil
it functions on & regolar
basis. The Council has ac-
tually started holding regn-
far meetings, an exercise
which it should pursue, Pre-
vicusly, long stretches of
slamber, lasting up to four
years, were frequent. The
Council’s head, fur-

thermore, should be in-|.

dependent from the Shom
Council

The Council should also
be vested with the power to
isspe licenses for news-
papers established locally
or averseas. Soch a meas-
ure would close the gaps
which have inflated the role
of the Ministry of In-

- formation, considered to be

at the root-of our cument
poblerms. . -
Each political party
shorld be permitted to pub-
lish one party newspaper.
A mechanism enabling the
control of the sale and pur-
chase of newspaper licenses
as a means of profiteering
should be put in place. .
All newspapers should be
subject to Isbour legisla-
tion. to the statute of the
Press Syndicate and to re-
view by the Auditor-
General. These ' measures
will counteract the .com-
mercialisation of the press
and halt financing from du-
bious sources (foreign
counmies or businessmen
with 2gendas of their own).
The State of the Prfuﬁé éhe
report published by u-
preme Press Council,
should inform the public of
the erors and offences
committed by certain pub-
Leatons, thus rewarding re-
Lability and integrity. :
The Supreme Press Coun-
cil shouid ‘I::ymrmdi : dmua]s
plaints sent indivi
or organisations and take.
actiop within a reasonable
time span.
Prison sentences for press
offences should be replaced
by the payment of ﬁae:il:nd
compensation. gs
should be removed o en-
sare that penalty is com-
menswate with the mateni-
al, moral or social damage
resulting from libel. def-
amation and sedition. Pen-
alties could include the clo-
sure of the newspaper. - .
Courts competent to take
action in publication and
offences, similar o
the judicial bodies which
rule on matters such as the
embezzlement of public
funds, must be set up. The
appointroent of a prosecator
10 investigate actions of li-
bel bronght against BEWS-
papers and  journalisis
should also be envisaged

Such mesasures would ex- |

pedite count rolings and
thus prevent arbitrary - ad-
ministrazive decisions cor-
rently justified on- the
grounds of -lengthy court

2 - .
Swrangely. afier pontif-
icating %?houz.madone :nd
onsibility and pointing
ggmmmembloids. Jjour-
nalists sit back and wan for
President Muberak w re-
dress the errors. Such ér-
rors would have been re-
-dressed * -amomatically if-
every journalist had r&-
mained vigilant and con-
scieotious. .~ .
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Separated from each other by well over three hundred
-years and the Mediterranean Sea, Ton Khaldun, who
died in M06.at the age of 74, and Giambattista Vico, a
Necpolitan philosopher who died in 1744, nevertheless
beld astonishingly similar views of history, both of
which still bave great relevance 1oday. Vico's book,
The New Science, was published a year after his death,
remained relatively unkpown unti} the Iate eighteenth
century, and was then discovered by the French his-
torian Jules Michelet, who translated it into French.
Since that time numerons major Sgures in Evropean
thought — Hepel, Marx, Nietzsche, Croce, Freud,
James Joyce, Beckent, and many others — were in

some way indebted 1o Vico's profonnd insight that ha- -

man beings make their own history, a history that can
thereforé be understood by homan beings scientifically
and according o laws of context, development and un-
derstanding. Thus it would be wrong, Vico said, to
Jjudge the primidve werid of Homer by the more ad-
vanced mational ‘'world of Aristotle. Humankind begins
in barbarism, moves to sociability as provided by fam-
ilies, and them achieves social solidarity, what. Tbu

o !{hald_un -who ideptified the same stages called

; $sential point for both men is that the world of
- human beipgs is neither the .world of natare, no: the
-sacred world which is made by God, but the-world of

asabiya.

Tistory, a secplar world that can be understood ra-
tionally as the result of transformations, stabilities, and

" opheavals that are governed by cbservable laws and

hwman actions. Historical understanding is the com-
prehension: of what homan beings do and what they
cannot ‘do. In a famous passage Jbo Khaldun makes
fop of Mas’udi who hed &n entirely fancifil idea of
how Alexander - first deScended in to the Med-
iteranean- to frighten sea monsters so that he conld
then build Alexandria. in other words, historical tnuh
has to be plausible, it most be able to place events in

the proper context, it mmst be free-of exaggeration, 1t.

must not be partisan, it mmst focos on what homan be-
ings did, andsoon. .

Ahbough this brief summary makes these two great
thinkers appear simple enough to accept. the fact is that
we arc stll struggling with the comseqnences of their
profound insights, especially in the Arxb world, but else-
where 100. - Notions of conspiracy, divine intervention.
standing that history is made by buman effort, not magic
or mysteripus forces that act mysteriously. This may
seemn Jike an unargeable reality but if we pay close atien-
tion to some of the explanations thar are passed off 1o
day as explapations for, let us say. American and Israeli
behaviour we will conclude that these explanations are
really quite far from rational, secular, or plansible.
m?gMgsvﬁrll:ymembw:nrhdtheUnimdsrtes

n govemed by pressures interests, and not
simply by a Zionist plot, or an immoral disregard for
Palestinian rights, which is-certainly there. As I have
said frequently here, it is one of the most illogical
things for Arab leaders o throw themselves on the
mercy of the United States just becavse it is powerful
and seems to speak a language of official morality.
That, in my opinion, is an example of magical thought,
the assumption that some leader somewhere will over-
-turn the logic of interests and pressures, jump out of 2

People make their own history — a people’s fate’ in history
is not determined by ‘magicarl’ forces beyond their control, be
they gods and demons, grand conspiracies or an immutable
‘balance of forces'. Zionists know this, writes Edward

Said, it is ime Palestinians and Arabs did

Soapbor

Letter and spirit

The debate over Law 32 was miggered by a new climate
of open dialogue facilitated by Egypt's hosting of the
ICPD and its NGO Forum. From the government's paint
of view, Law 32 was instituled as a ool to both control
and guide those NGOs that implement the national de-
velopment plans — the ulimate concern being considera-
dons of national security and the protection of public
funds. within a centralised conceplion which gives the
state {otal responsibility for the welfare of the people, in-
cluding the “poorest of the poor™.

The result was 2 weakening of the spirit of voluntarism
and initiative. The law constrained mobility and freedom
of voluntary association, networking outside sectoral
boundaries, true panicipation and the ability to mobilise
public opinion in favour of major human rights issues.

The Egyptian government and NGOs have finally come
o agree on the importance of changing Law 32 in the in-

W

terest of national development and citizen participation in
civil society, In fact. a process is now underway in coop-
eration with NGOs to prepare a new law.

Funthermore, the Egypuan government's attitude to-
woards NGOs seems 10 have shified 1o-
ward recognising them as partners in de-
velopment rather than social service
providers.

But NGOs now realise that the best law
in the world, by itself, does pot ensure the
resolution of their problems. The under-
standing and auitmde of those who inter-
pret and implemem the law within an
enabling or disabling social environment
is a1 least as impornant.
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This week's Soapbax speaker is the chair-
person of the National NGO Commis-
sion for Population and Development.

Aziza
Hussein

‘Making history:onstrting reality

historical context and, perhaps as the result of 2 sud-
den illumination. embrace the Arabs. A recent study
by a distnguished Arab political scientist chronicles
the distressing history of American one-sidedness
when it concerned Isracl, the vast amonnt of money
and arms poured in, and so forth. Oslo, he says, was
simply the result of the balance of power, as if the bal-
ance of power was a fact of nawre, like a tree or a
mountain. Nowhere do we find an account. first of all,
of how Israel constructed its image of itself in the US
50 as to gain support, nor do we find any effort ex-
pended on irying to find out what could be done abour
this situation now. Balance of power is not a historical
phrase in this context: it is magical thinking, inclining
us to think that it just happened and there was nothing
that could be done that would have made a difference.

The missing facior here is the role of will in the
creation of power in heman affairs, which both Vico
and Ibn Khaldun well understood. Will operates ag-
gressively as well as defensively. The core idea of Zi-
onism, a5 Zeev Sternhell shows in an imporant new
book called The Founding Myths of Israel: Na-

‘tionalism, Socialism, and the Making of the Jewish

State, was counquest. This is clear in Ben Gorion's
rhetoric. It is also clesr in the language of Berl Katz-
nélson, the major thecrist of Labour Zionism who
openly proclaimed in 1929 thar “the Zionist enterprise
is an enterprise of conquest.™ He then adds that “it is
00t by chance that I nse military terms when speaking
of settlement™ To this end the Zionist movement
sought, consolidated, and deployed consistent-
ly. This was as true in Palestine as it was afier 1948
when it was clear that the new state of Israel required
sustained support from abroad, especially from the
Uhited States. This will to power and conquest must
be understood as the conscions, sysiematic creation of
men and women dedicated to keeping hold of a con-
quered territory. Far from it being a matter of luck, or
coincidence or conspiracy, it was — and still is — an-
nounced as the zoal of every major Israelj leader of
the Right or of the Left: in this t Netanyahu is
cruder, but really no different than Ben Gurion or Ra-
bin. One of the main misurderstandings of those Pal-
estnians who negotiated the Oslo Accords was not
that they weren’t aware of the balance of power. but
that they were ignorant of the detailed circumstances
of the Israsli military conquest and occupation of the
Woest Bapk, Gaza, the Golan Heights and Jerusalem.
If they would have known them, they would have
seen clearly that Oslo was designed 1o get Palestinian
approval for an exiension of those circumstances mio
the hean of a formal peace agreement between Istael
and the PLO. Everything we now know about what

in Oslo suggests that the Palestinian lead-
ership believed that it was getting a state, whereas the
Israelis in fact were planning exactly the opposite. In

such circumstances, will. conscious effort, preparation
and coordinated effort plaved a predictable role, and
the absence of those things resulted in the siate of af-
fairs we have before us in which Istael has conceded
only 3 per cemt of West Bank land {without sov-
ereignty} and states openly that it will annex most of
the resL.

The point to be made here is that Israel and the
United States planned deliberately 1o use power and
will to continue injustice against the Palestinians. The
question then is i this siuation was made by human
beings, and is not an act of God or a fact of natre, is
there my way of dealing with it that does not per-
petnate the injustice?

1 think the answer is yes. bot. once again, by con-
scions, secular and rational means. not by waiting for
a miracle or a great leader or some unforeseen inter-
vention, none of which can be expected in what Vico
and Tbn Khaldun studied as the world of the nations,
the secular world, which is governed by buman effornt
that can be analysed and understood rationally and
historically. The influential English cultural cridc
Raymond Williams once said that no social system,
no mater how repressive. can exhaust every social al-
ternative that might coatradict or resist it. The same is
tree of the United States where, despite the power of
the Israeli lobby and the converging interests of that
lobby with the strategic aims of the US as character-
ised by the corporate and defense communities, there
is an important sector of the population that is per-
plexcd and angry that Israel shounld be getting away
with so many infractions of what are stated US pol-
icies, policies about human rights abuses, prolife-
ration of weapons of mass destmction, ilegal an-
nexation of territory. and so on. Whar we aeed 10 ask
ourselves is why has this altemarive constituency nev-
er been systematicallv addressed by the Arabs and
Palestinians? Why have our leaders and renowned in-
tellectuals and political scientists always believed that
one should address omly the “policy makers™ and
“senior officials,” and leave the rest of the population
unattended 10? Never having Lived in the West orin a
demperacy they do oot understand the way power op-
erates, nol as the result of miljtary force bur as the re-
sult of mobilised opinicn, the movement of ideas, the
relationship between interests and ideas. and berween
mstinutions and values. As [ said in an earlier article,
the Zionists grasped the importance of opinjon in the
modern world. and sought to influence the largest
possible mumber of people in the West by bom-
barding them with images of Israel as a pioneering
democratic siaie, built on . neglected or un-
inhabited land, swrounded by violent "Arabs who
wantzd to drive Jews into the sea Ninety per cent of
the Western electorate still does not know that there is
a Law of Return only for Jews, that Israel was built on

the ruins of Palestinian society, and that only Jews far
the expense of the indigenous inhabitants) can benefit
from the instinrtions of the state, especiatly so far as
landowning is concerned.

Yes, the importance of holding on to our land is cru-
cial, but no less crucial is the need to undermine the
merality of Israel's military occupation, now almost
32 years old and which is opposed by many Israelis.
as well as supporters of Israel in the West. The en-
emies of South African apartheid did exactly that by
campaigring in universities, churches. corporations, in
the media; thus did South Africa’s discrimination
against non-whites become 2 public, moral cause. We
have never even tried to organise such a campaign on
a mass level, partly because we have not understood
fis importance, pantly also because many of us still re-
fuse to see the conpection between power, will, and
injustice, and refuse therefore 1o see the reverse that
power and will can be hamnessed to resistance and o
the cause of justice.

There is nothing else on the horizon, which is more
blezak than it has ever been. We are gening weaker, we
are slowly being overtaken and forgotien, our resolve
is in danger of succumbing 10 the sullen silence of oth-
er defeated native peoples. And yer a proper reading
of history teaches us that even though the balance of
power is unfavorable, the weaker can overcome the
stronger becanse of the boman factor, that is, the will
to nesist, to seek new and ingenicus ways to fight in-
justice, to be relentess in energy and hope. I think we
should draw support from the fact tha: despite years of
oppression and dispossession we continue to exist as a
people, and our veice can still be heard. That should
encourage us to go on — critically, consciously, crea-
tively. Above all, we must always remember to read
history as the record of what men and women did, and
what they did not do.

Like success, failure is made, and is not simply an
automatic thing: failore bas 1o be constructed and
worked at until it becomes a habit and a commitment
It is neither a manter of genes nor of “destiny.” By the
same token, we can commit ourselves to changing our
siruation not by force of arms, which we do not pos-
sess and cannot foreseeably possess in requisite
strength, but by a mass movement of people de-
termined by political. moral. non-violent means to
prevent our further ghettoisation and hopeless drift
There arc hundreds of thousands of Palestinians eve-
rywhere who are in principle prepared to sound the
message that men and woren will listen 10 and are in-
erested in understanding. Because of its historical,
culivral and religious significance Palestine is a per-
ennially renewed, open-ended symbol of the possibil-
ity of diversity, pluralism, and creative balance. To
have expected Zionism to rise (o Palestine’s challenge
on human and political grounds was idealistic, maybe
even ingenttous and naive. But I remain convinced
that if as Palestinians we make it clear that we are pre-
pared with the Jews of Israel and Arab people in the
swrounding region o make a new kind of history
based on a2 pew politics of integration and inclusion,
we can carry the day. It is slow. hard work. but it is
doable and, 1 think, achievable in the best sense, To
sertle for less would be a terrible mistake whose con-
sequences are evident all around us.
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ﬁiséing: the Weekly

ruary). on the lamentably poor ope's hair, for a TV presemter at  5ought to win popular suppon for

when man}t-,yof the idﬁlss bave been  lored me to read Swift’s work. if

i ile preparin ve Caj- ©Ovenaken by events. Isn'tittime only to follow the parallels with
m ﬁee yea:s.ﬁt[ga{sﬁgmdual- you published on the-web? Iheypoh'ucal chess moves in the
ly dawned on me how much. will - Carpenter Iraqi crisis we have just lived
miss the Al-Ahram Weekly. In my Cairo . through which the eminent pro-
opinion, it is the best English- Pearpent@eisl.cis.com.eg fessor of comparative literature has
jangvage paper is af ex- _ - discovered in the story of giants

ing an Arab viewpoint on key When the Web? and dwarfs.

Middle East idsues. It also pro-
vides mach-needed balance to the
dominant views of most Western
papers. While 1-do - not always
agree with your writers' views, 1
.always. find them provocative and
they have greatly broadened my

Given the prestige of your paper
and the importance of giving the
writings of your journahists broad-
er distribation, why 1s it taking you
s0 long to come out with an enline
version? How can-you compele 1
the modern- dxy marketplace of
ideas- with American, Enropean,
Bsraeli and even far'inferior Arab

. papers, which have been onlive for

years? In my view, no newspaper

" which strives for inflience in this

erashouldbewit__l?op;awebedi-

L dom. : .
- * From -my next- bome in Latin

America I hope to be able Lo read

" Al-Ahram Weekly on the day 1t is

published, rather than weeks later

when it is gvailable by mail and

.Sir- May 1 congratulare Edward -
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Sir- As T always enjoy reading the
Weekly, I wondered whether you
have thonght of placing it on the
web. -so thar the valuable in-
formation and anzlysis it provides
could be made available more
widely? I think you should do so.
Davld J. Pervin :
Arfington, VA
djper@botmail.com

Our. web site s cuﬁmdy under
construction and readers should
be able-tqae;es.r it in ihe near fu-

ture. .
The editor

The little fello

Said on his article “Gulliver comes
east” (Al-Ahram Weekly, 26 Feb-
ruary = 4 March) — a superb intro-
duction to Jopnathan Swift’s ‘Gui-

‘liver™s Travels’. a  lierary

masterpiece with which T was pre-
viously unacquainted. Like a mag-
net, Said’s masterly - essay has

May I also congratulate Hani
Shukralleh for not mincing his
words i his stinging article, “Kill-
ing the messenger”.

Mona Shaheeq
Zamalek

Dyeing on their feet
Sir- 1 am a very faithfal reader of
the Weekly, and there is nothing in
it that T don't read. I must con-
gratulate you on the high standard
of your réporting, your analyses.
your entertainment pages, your
choice of subjects, and last but not
least, the excellent and very So-
phisticated quality of the laaguage.
I wish to add that wot only do I
read your paper faithfully, but 1
also send it sometimes in its en-
tirety, sometimes selected articles
From it, to friends abroad, who are
invariably very impressed with
what they read.

This time I wish 10 comment on
the anicle by Eman Abdel-Moeti
(Al-Ahram  Weckly, 19-25 Feb-

showmg of our TV anchormen and
especially women. They are the
main thing that put me off watch-
ing our local channels. I am sad 1o
see that anchorwomen and pre-
senters on other Arab channels are
doing a much better job, and look
infinitely benter than our over-
made-up.  overweight, over-
dressed, narcissistic, obviously dis-
imerested. condescending and &
times painfollv uninformed TV
persoaalities.

With all due respect w0 Mrs Su-
heir Ei-Erribi, the other Arab chan-
nels do represent strong competi-
tioa, for even though they employ
a number of Egypuans, their con-
ception of wfevision is much more
in mme with modemn wrends and
their criteria for quality are much
more stringent than ours. Mrs El-
Ewibi and Mrs El-Zommor are
dishing out some very lame argu-
menits to justify the poor per-
formance on our channels. Farida
El-Zommor's excuses — the low
salaries (sicll), the lack of op-
portunities, the necessary dyeing
of hair and the weight problem
{“because they have no hope of
real opportunity coming their
way”} — convince no one. There
is nothing wrong with dyeing

any age rust jook neat and well-
groomed, but dyeing it ash blond
or carrot red Js a problem!

If these ladies dieted and ex-
ercised so as to fall within the ac-
cepled norms of weight, if they
emulated their sisters on other
channels and wore elegant but sim-
ple clothes. if they toned down
their extravagamt hairstyles. if they
tried not o look like decorated
Christmas trees, and especially if
they researched their subjects thor-
oughly before presenring their pro-
grammes, and trealed their guests
with respect, maybe they would
get the better opportunities that
seem (o elude them now.

Djenane Eamil
Maadi
sirry @iec.egnet.net

Joys and sorrows

Sir- I was overjoyed to read in
your paper about the protests of
the entire world against the at-
titude of the US concerning the
Iraq crisis and the UN weapons
inspectors — and especially the
protests of the American pcople
themselves. In Ohio, the political
leadership of the Pentapon and
Secretary of Swne Albright

air strikes against [raq, but —
surprisingly — their endeavours
failed.

The secretary of state continued
her campaign to convince the
American people, and the world
continued to admonish the US for
even thinking of implerenting
such threats,

1 was also happy 10 see the Brit-
ish people demonstrating 2gainst
the barbarity of the West's atbtude
toward Iraq. and in defence of lra-
qgi children and women, the help-
less victims of their regime’s ima-
tional arrogance.

Yer I feel most sad that the coun-
try which claims (o sponsor the
peace process in the Middle East,
and which is itself a great civil-
isation, should seek to perpetrate
genocide against a peaceable peo-
ple in a bid to punish its ruler.

In a world increasingly indignant
at these double standards, Jet us
hope that diplomatic endeavours
will succeed in convincing the ob-
durate Iraqi regime to comply with
the injurious Article 7 of the UN
— or rather US — Charier, which
is always inapplicable — except to
the Arabs.

Mohamed Amin
Beni Suef
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David
Blake
gets
goose

Triee Kacezian: Anditoriuns o
te French Culivral Ceniire.
Meumira: 4 Marcl;

The bird of thrlls. the gaose,
did come abow halfuay
through this concent which
began with one long held
pedal note. unending and
loming a sort of ground rest
upon which the Kazazian trio
could spin their webs of ya-
laciic noise.

There  is  nothing  usual
about thix music. et for 2
time it seemed we might be
in Indiz. The o consists of
Alzin Robert. percussion, Na-
gah Abdel-Hamid. rvizauer.
and Georges Kazazian, eunl.
His pumicular way  of as-
sembling these <ounds per-
mits orew freedom (o each in-
dividual piver. wzamm an
indian custom. They  each
avail themselves of this with
remarkable subtlety. So the
musical web is fine spun. airy
and ever-changing,

On the floor in from of
them e spread e in-
struimental  ohjects  upon
which. from fime wr time as
the music progresses.  thev
etch ot for the listener the
pecoliar landscapes that fleat
along and around. Tt is mosily
peaceable: things are sug-
gested: night. dav, stars. fis-
sures of dark emply vawning
space. And the rhythms. very
strong. are constand:s  var-
¥ing. There are many. many
rhythms: water space. land-
scape or sky moiifs. The
players suggest this. In thewe
sounds. nothing is stuck —
no kevboards. no wind or
brass — and no humanistic
climaxes are made. The pedal
note and Its overhead em-
broidery flow on forever. not

ird

hovering but changing shupe
and shadow all the time.

One of the insrruments., Tike
a zreen open book. is used al-
tematively by each plaver. It
is a sont of book of the ages
— gendy wning the pages
and the pedal notes of des-
tnyv. and evervthing moves
Jlong. This movement is a
strange force of the Kuzazian
riv. Evervthing is goingz
aony someplace. but where
i never vouchsafed.

Far away., drum  beaws
sound over the spaces of the
landscape. Nothing moves
but these sounds, and thes
never sound [like noies or
things from man-made in-
struments. Man, reallv. isn’t
much wround. There are bells
of stiver. birds flying und spi-
ruls weaving in and our of
each other, but all carefully
plaved. The compositional
an ix very finely spun and
composed. but its final effect
is of wir: no notes show. Re-
sislanl o aoy madonal ex-
planation. Comparisons with
this music are afl that is pos-
sible.  Carter.  sometimes.
John Cage in far our mood.
or even Nancarrow. but even
these composers sooner or
later seem 10 come up against
humanity. Kazazian does not.
His things are emolions net-
ted from the wir.

The concent had shon gaps
between the five separate ses-
sions. The plavers have the
fixed. dug-in aspect of early
jazz trios. One time maybe
the Kazazian trio will come
up against Miles Davis or
Dizzy Gillespie and the ef-
fect could be a space voyage
in a2 Cairo capsuvle because
there is something very Cairo
about this music. a Caim un-

Theatre

s of a fea

discovered so far except by
Kazazian himself.

The first three sections of
the vconcert were spacious
voids. the lauer ones began
filling up with ominous
soumds.  Uneaseful  drum-
mings. things. objects being
smashed. Even rooms. seem-
inglv only a few streets
away. were in trouble. Trem-
bling, a hule Aute plavs At
fully. disembodied and fear-
ful. The percussion seems o
be wearing gray  suede
aloves. There is menace
broken by 2 tambourine full
of pebbles and nuts, ratling
around and uming  inte
waves breaking on a dark
Californian beach. Midnight.
It all shoots away. Aloae in a
bir ciy. Is there one left?
Things close in.  rooms
shrink. The green book is not
from Irdia. It i a police
record of lifers. If vou can
stand it and can’t sleep and
feel alone. then Kazazian's
rusic sneaks in beside you
and. lo. you are off on von
Humbolt's Travels in Brazil,
But mind. there"s a boa con-
stricior in the comer ready 1o
strike. Goose flesh comes.
No  further contacts were
made with the Kazazian trio.

Swan  Lake: Cairo Opera
Bullet Company and Cairg
Upera Orchestra; Mosiafa
Nugni.  conductar;  Abdel-
Muneimt  Kamel,  direcior;
Main Hall. Caire Opera
House: 6 March

Swans are horrible birds —
dirty. untidy. evil-tempered
and wouble making. But
myth envelops even their ug-
liness. The king of swans is
Lohengrin’s. swirling
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through the bedrooms of
newlyweds on their wedding
nights and cavsing conjugal
chaos.

The swans of the ballet are
a pair of queens. The Black
Swan, Qdile, gets to spinning
the famous 32 fouettes at the
climax of the story. Odette.
the White Swan. a true queen
they say, ends up geuing
marry the Prince Siegfried.
Which ise't all it’s cracked
up to be. given he prefers
queens of a darker hue.

Erminia Kamel, white, and
Era Prokoponko, black. Un-
like swans, both have perfect
legs. Prokoponke was bril-
liant, cold and strong as the
secret agent of Rotenbart, the
public relations officer of the
foul fiend below. At the end-
ing he joins the foul fiend in
a dazzling red explosion of
scarlet fog. Any queen would
be pleased to be rid of him.
This leaves the white gueen
and her prince to go ma-
jestically off to live in Ho-
henswanghau Castle by a Ba-
varian lake.

Swan Lake is 50 popular it
has gone into drag rusicals.
Strange fate for the Tchai-
kovsky score. The Abdel-
Moneim Kamel version of
the story is also getting fur-
ther and further from the
original rodemontade. Not
surprising — who knows
what to do with queens these
days. even when they do
have feathers?

This production lets them
flounce and strut which is
hard on Erminia Kamel who
is a fine dancer and subtle ac-
tress. For her even the psy-
cho-somatic Giselle going
bonkers in a farmyard offers
more scope. Rotenbart, the

evil genius. has 3 strong per-
sonality in Sergy Blonsky.
He swoops abour with relish
and makes the baddy the en-
joyable one.

Dimiry Damazirof as
Prince Stecfried is a problem
for the production. In class
and rchearsal he is strong.
rugged and powerful. On
stage. he seems to have un-
dergone bleach weamment
White, pale and pedantic. his
walk is almosl a century out
of date. He is unfailingly ex-
act, elevation high, with si-
lent landings: as soloist eve-
ry position is perfect and as
a parteer he is smong and re-
liable. So who bleached the
Princa?

Production and costumes
are, as usual with the ballet,
very tatlored and look im-
maculate. The scene of the
four small boys in while
cowrt dress leading their
princesses around the stage
in the first act is a sweet
Russo-Egyptian touch. The
boys looked splendid encugh
to set their mothers™ bearts
aflame with ambition.

But the stars of the show
are the corps de ballet. They
have always been a joy to
watch but have pow de-
veloped into a strong team,
lighting up the production
every ume they come on
stage. All are tall. perfectly
proportioned, free ranging
dancers. But what sets them
higher than even their visual
allure is their spirit. Keeping
to routine, they nevertheless
jump and soar aad fill the
theatre with energy and
pocetry. So the goose made
further appearances thanks
to the corps de ballet of the

opera.

For many years. the majornity
of resident actors in the
state-theatre companies have
been binerly complaining of
un- or under-employment
Many have not worked in
their companies for years
and have had to supplement
their meagre salanes by
waork outside. mostly in radio
and occasionally in  tele-
vision. The lucky few who
are sporadically allowed to
tread the bourds often do so
in minor. instgnificant parts
that give them linde satisfac-
tion and make no impact
The fact that the annual out-
put of state productions has
drasticafly diminished over
the years is no doubt parily
responsible  for this  sad
waste of good talent. Equal-
Iy responsible. however, hus
been the rapidly increusing
commercial drive of the staw
theatre, This has resulted in
a siring or. rather. a thin
trickle of spectacular. light
musical comedies built round
a star {whose fat cantract ale
up most of the budget). and
guite indistinguishable from
the uvspal fare you get at
must of the commercial com-
panies, lnevitably. and quite
predictably, ticket-prices had
to be rised to cope with the
new inflated vosts and be-
came prohibitive W most stu-
dents. voung people and 2
vast section of the popula-
tion. [ronicaily. we have
ended up with twa types of
commercial companies: one
run by private citizens who
fund it out of their own
pockets and accepr all the
risks involved and the ather
run by the state and funded
out of the 1ax-payer s moncy
for the benefit of the rich
and well-to-do. . .
In the public discussion

Fleurs

aver the future of the Egvp-
tian theatre, heid at the East
Iniemational Book Fair. this
absurdly paradoxical sita-
tion wis made abundantly
clear. Most of the questions
and comments received by
the panel had to de with the
prices of admission and the
type and quality of the shows
on offer, whether at the pri-
vaie or state theatres. One
young person sardonically
wondered if dancing had be-
come obligatory in theatre:
another bemoaned the dismal
lack of varfety and the com-
plete disappearance of ihe
clussics of world drama:
many candidiy admisted that
their only acquaintance with
theatre was through what was
broadeast on Ilevision und
what is written about it in the
papers.  Lronically. as play-
wright Lenin El-Ramly (who
has his own company) point-
ed oul. the state—rather than
encourage the private theatres
(o raise their standards. ex-
pand their drumatic runge.
angd cater to different tastes
and audiences by offering
subsidies or wax-relicfs—has
viciously decided to put them
out of business by providing
precisely the same kind of en-
tentainment and tacgeting the
same audience. [n comobora-
tion. director Saad Ardash
cynically added that in the
pasi novels were sometimes
adapted for the srage: bt
powadays it has become nol
just fashionable but aimust
mandatory 1o adapt plays

Nehad Selaiha finds little that is
good in Alfred Farag's The Good and

d u m a I the Bad, currently at Al-Salam Theatre

originally written for the
sfage to make them imto va-
riety shows or extravaganzas.

The consistent response of
the State-Theatre  Organ-
isation to the repeated out-
cries of the crites and the
public has been: if you do not
like it. vou can lump it. Even
though the concept of theatre
as a cultural service and not a
commercial enterprise which
originally informed this huge
governmental apparatus  has
long been dead and buried. as
many of its successive heads
tave candidly (though pri-
vately} admided. it sill re-
mains with us like the bloat-
ed, expunding corpse in
lonesco’s Amedée ou Com-
ment S En Débarrasser (Ame-
die, or How to Get Rid of 1),

It was bad enough to find
the current head of the organ-
tsation (an honest. upright
man and distinguished [iter-
ary critic} publicly defending
his *starisi” policy two weeks
age and boasling about box-
office returns (the pew criter-
ion of value and success); but
it was even worse and more
disheartening to leam that
even  distinpuished  play-
wrights like Alfred Farag
could not withstand the com-
mercial tide and that he had
succumbed 10 market pres-
sures.

The Good and the Bad (Fa-
rag's 27th play. published by
Dar Al-Hilal. August '94)
was originally writien in Fa-
rag's inimitable brand of
classical Arabic - an in-

novative blend of classical
and Egyptian Arabic syn-
tactical and tonal variations,
inspired by and reminiscent
of the language of The Ara-
bign Nighis and other folk
narratives. He used it with
great success in 1964 in The
Barber of Baghdad, the first
of five comedies he based on
stories from The Nights. The
last of these was The Good
and the Bud and. in print it
is equal in grace. charm and
humour even 1o The Barber.
The story is simple enough: it
pits the crafty, un-
conscionable dyer, Bakeer,
i his kind. inpocent
neighbour. the barber, Base-
er. and the action, which con-
sists of a series of humorous
adveptures and  hilarious
scrapes, involving shipwrecks
and mirmculous escapes, is
propelled and held together
by the good barber’'s ob-
sessive, and almost faparical
desire 10 reform his friend
and save his soul, and the e-
nacious determination of the
incorrigible dyer 10 held on
lo his wickedness and avoid
any such fate. As the piay
pro . the initial moral
definitions of both characters
are seriously questioned until
they finally explode. And
the wonderful thing is that
both  characters  remain
charming and quite sym-
pathetic until the end.

No one can accuse The
Goad and the Bad of being
abstruse. highbrow or in anv
way inaccessible. Like all of

Farag’s work, it is highly
theatrical and belongs solid-
Iy in the tradition of popular
theatre. And yet its lan-
guage was deemed by some
{who undoubtedly must
think that the average Egyp-
tian spectator has a brain
the size of a chicken's) as
too difficult and off-putting.
Accordingly, Farag was
asked to rewrite the play in
the Cairene vernacular and,
shockingly, he complied.
Bur the lovely original di-
alogue, with its subtle, de-
licious flavour, was not the
only thing o go: with it
went the songs, which Farag
bad written into the zext, to
be replaced by others from
the pen of a colloquial poet

The play I saw at Al-
Salam secemed a pale and
souli¢ess immitation of the
one [ had read. The char
acwrs were the same, as
were the episodes, the con-
tent of the dialogue and the
basic ideas. Even the siage-
directions concening the set
and the places for the songs
and dances were faithfully
followed by director Ahmad
Abdel-Halim, But somx-
thing was sadly missing —
call it the spirit of the work
~— and nothing, not even the
beauty of Sawsan Badr (as
the barber's wife), the live
music of Ali Saad, or the
riveting. charismatic pres-
ence of Yehya El-Fakharani
as the dyer could make up
for what the play had lost in
the re-writing.

The Good and The Bad
may be a commercial suc-
cess as the head of the
State-Theatre  Qrganisation
proudly boasted; but it is
the kind of success one has
to buy at a tremendous cost
in terms of artistic integrity-

EXHIBITIONS
I

fehane Raunf tPaintngs)

.IS)n.lmm Gallery. 5tvA Auned Grin

St Mehandessin Tel 36 SEJ.T. [_Jmh

Hum-2.T0pm & Spm-Spm. Unsil 12
3

:{;‘:l' denipns amder the e 1 Will

Survive.

olfective Exhibiliot
g’u’ﬂﬂ . Apt i, fi Sn Lanka 1.
Zoomalel Tel H09I9Z. Duils exc Sni.
Houm-Spr, Untd 72 Marcle

e Iy Eapt fw Ed-
ueotion m"!nf” . 65 Al
Dbersst 51, Duher. Daily [2noen-Npm
Dl 12 Murch.

Products from the Commumty Centre
of Akbmim and e Youth Centre of

Hagasa

Slncrif.-\bdd-nndi; g s
Espace {allers. | Al-Shenfeot
Dewmown  Tet w3 10v9. Daih
fuam-2pm & fpm-Ypin: Fri Gpm-Spm
tinul 13 Murch.

Abdel-Aziz EX-Guinds (Paintinzs)
Regab Gallers. 5 Al-Nil St hehind
Cuire Sheraten. Graa. Dale Yune-3pm
& Spm-Ypure. Untel 15 Merek.

Collective Exhibition

ltalian Coliurzl Institte, 3 Ad-Shewkhs
Al-Mursafi 5t. Zamalek. Tel 3140 K791,
Daily ew Fri & Sar. 10am-lpm &
Spre-Spm. Unnl I8 Marck.
Phowevaphs of Yemen by architect
Sonao Lorusso, of Usbekisian by Lu-
cw Rispoli and of ltaly by Hany El-
Gowrily.

Gamil Shafiq 'Drawings: & Halim

Yacoub 1 Sculprure)
Ehar EV-Maphrabi Gallery., 1R Al
Mansoar Modumed SL Tel

) B3y Daifr co Swm O dhom-
Spm & 4 30pm-Ypm Untd 20 March.

Moonir El-Skaarani (Calligraphy)
Caire Berlin . 17 Youssef Al
Guendi Sr. Balr Al-Lonag, ol 302 I701,
Dy eve Sun. Ilroon-3pm & Spem-
Spm. U'nxil 20 Murch,

Indian phs

Al-H « (ipera Hoase grounds,
Gezra, Tel 340 6861, Opemng IS
March. Spm. Dails [0am-10pm, Untl
2} March.

Tel 351 4362, Daily

Spiro
Arc Maadi
Idam-Ypm 'nni 22 March

The Greeks of Alexandria (Photo-

1
General Consulate of Greece in Alex-
andria, 63, Al-Eskandar Al-Akbar St
Sharhy, Alexandrie. Daly exc Sum,
Jpm-Spm; Sxr [Vum-Ipm. Ungl 22
March.

Salah Epani { Paintings)

Akhnatoun Gallery I. Contre of Art, [
Al-Moddud Al-Swiset 51, Zamnlek Tel
Mo 8211 Daiy exc Fn, lam-
I 30pm & 5 0pm-9.30pm Liuil 12
March. i

Works under the title Open Buffel

Galfery. 5§ ¥
St Downiown. |

Listings
directad bs Wi Werder.

Iralian Film= .
lalian Culturdd Insticate. | 458205k
AlMurieft 52 Zoraiel, For S V00
14 Merck, Troe L Mewa E Favta
15 March, “pm: Nuovo Cipemo Par-
adiso t 1939

(Qundll Om Hxhere IThe Larp of
O Hadwenti )
Govwthe Instinye. 3 Aizlel-Saiam Aref
8. Bair Ai-Leuy Tei 575 w370 I8
March, 6 Sevn

Notige:

Some  commAr  CUNTEA ok
charge  thir  pROTNERE  €0ERY
Wednesdar. oshers e Morlan, The
aformtnn Froveed B el al ke
e of o o press B oaue
check with the comemas, Archw films
gre sefdum sgudias For more e
Jorrsancn, cnniact T venwe

Titanic ]
Drise In. Entronee of Al-Swrowy Cirz.
Curre-lsmutifia deser? roal Fed 12
1% 0831, Duily ppm. S30am & mud-
mght. Ramsis ilton 1. Comuche Al-
Nil . fed 533 ?'L;‘;.h: D;E{airﬂ(gﬁ.
. Wpm & A3 N ey
Tﬂ"ﬁ:‘ ST 05:"\ 1050, 35U,
6.50pm & 93w,

Mr Bean

MMGM. Kollmar Al-Neor 3o, Muwedi
Ted 352 309y, Duily am. ipom. 3po,
fpm £ %nm Cairo Sheratan, Aj-
Cralaa S Giza. Tel 560 0Okl Durks
1u_30am, Ipm. Spm. tpm, Ypm & nod-
night ERHaram. Ail-Horam 5t G
Tel 385 8353 Deily 1%um. fpan. Jpm.
bpm & 9oy Al-Salce, 65 Abdel-
Hamid Badowi 5t Hehopolis, Tel 293
1072 Daily 3.30pm. 6lpm &
9 i0pne. Kergm 1 13 Emacdrddin S,
Dewntown, Tel 592 2030, Daily [Vor,
lpm, 3pm. 6pu: & Ypm.

Air Foree 1

Renacicsance, Aprid Irafr Cemre,
Cowniche ALNiL Mapero. Tel 550
2039, Ne , 31 Al-Shram St He-
hopalis. Tel 258 (054, Duly 1230pm.
3_ifpm, 630mn & 9.3Upm. Tabrir,

112 Tahnr St Dokki Te! 335 4720,
Duaily 3pm. Gpm & 9pm. Odeon I, 7 Dr
Abdel-Hamicd Sund 81 Downzown. Tel
575 §797. Deilr 10_30am. 2.#0pm,
X 30 &

TomorTow Never Dies
Tiba IT, Nasr Casy, Tel 262 9407 Dai-
h  [0.30am, 3 0o, &

A Ailpm
Wil Matrs, I35 Taluw Merh S5,
Downtown. Tel 393 3897 Daily Hum.
Ipmn, ipm. & Gpm.

Pg’:m Bm::n“m as the oew 007,

Anastasia

Ramsis Hilioe IL Corricke Al-Nil SL
Tel 574 7436. Dailx 10.50um, - :_mp..,"
3.30pm, 6.0pm & ¥.30pm. Cosmes H,
12 Bmadeddin 5, Donntomn. Tel 779
537. Dailx JOam, Ipm. Jpm. tpm &

:’;:mnnhnmnd feamre film for the little
ones.

Face/Of
Odeon I11. + Dr Abdel-Hamid Said 5:,
Downtown. Tel 575 K797 Darly
10.30cm, 2. 3ipm, 5. 3pm & 8 3pre.

%m;'h Da AFWal (Message 10 the
ali

Odeon 11, 4 Dr Abdel-Hamid Said 51,
Downtony.. Tel 575 8797, Duilv

[0.70am, .. &
2 Talgat Hurb 51

Downtown. Tel 575 6562, Daily Itum,
Ipm, 3pm, Gpm & 9pm. Cosmos I, 12
St Dowwtown. Tel 7%

)
I the Lo Syrplogy Onoiren,
with Abeoie Yind de rector =i 2 ee
chetra, Crivhin Makde o w2 R
gy, amd Balian st Epvras smata o
Judg e Caim Urpera Chear !

Concert of the Taleot Development
Centre .
Smaf! Hal, (oo F-mus, s nfeaw
i3 Mk, Tpm

Shargiat Fath Salama
Slﬂ% Cperc Hoaw we aionr
1 Murch Kpm

Calrp Svmphony Orchedra

Maix Halt Chnra Hoate xx chooe, |3
Mareiy, £om -
Carpugions #y Roperd Lrred, Tih. !
emivy. Rachmarmor o Tolerkee .
&y, auh soloi s Raowy };a'.:ur-.m;
and Sheni El-Ratrar ciomasts, oo
doutod hy Almal Ei-Soadr

Galz Concerd fenm Sovakin ]
Gopzhonriva s Gy Sl
FEN M TP R T

Flute and Piine Recital .
Swzoff Hall Crra Mewre, o ohowr
15 Mozl Sean

with Inas Ahdei-Darny

Yehia Ghanoam
Small Hall. tnera Smarr o2 gheor
26 March. Scm.

Akhenaon Chamber Opera Cam-

pany
Ewert Mall. Miun Corsmas AUT, Sle-
Ramed Mufonosd 51 Tei 272800 J8
Murch, Spm 0 e st

The vomparsy will © farrmiag ene
r.em!.: from Bermaein's Tuiie = Tx- i
it gl other seloctcite,

Pt i e L e E o = i Y T Y = L o A — el Tae

THEATRE
i

Famowes for 15 Mipates New Plays
Festival )
Howaerd Theatre, s Cumpas, ALC,
Molsured Wahwrad 50 Tel 118 2k
12 |4 & i3 March Ane (iee s .
Jarmation. contaer Tere Cousk, wel- 555
SI90)

Presentatsn of mew plv wnmen B
ALC sudent in conpecien ok new
plar wristzn hy  profecwenst o
wriphts.

Spinning Lives

Al-Harrawi Hopse, Mobpmsd Akl
St, belrind A-Achzr Mosque, Tel TR
oA178 Lel 17 Mars: Frem.

Based oo the epic of Al-Sua Al
Heldiya, perivnmed ™ Al
Trowpe. durected by Havan Bl Grenly

Cent Mobiles A Part Ua ¢ A Humdred
Mohiles Bar Oney

Gomhogrive Theatre. Gor-bnuro: Sp.
Aladin Tel 391 #3356, I7 Murch Vpm,
I8 March, | Lam & Npe?

Petformed by The ALLS Cumnzany.

Ak Taveb Yal-Sherrir 1 The G and
The Badi

Al-Salam Theatre, (hasr Al 8¢ Ter
A58 2484, Daih, Jthva,

3 chua El-Fakhamzae, Sewsan Badr. Mo-
hamed Avinall and Saved Aomi Pox-
Torin umer the dirccuos of Almed A
del-Halim 1 a play ~cnpled e \timg
Faray wah ~upps amtien by Gaml
Bekhi.

Ballo 1 Faniurcs

AMadioet Nasr Thectre, Nuzr Cits. ¥l
U2 ONG4 D N pm Thur,
w_Wipm.

With Salab El-Sasdin. Samah Aowar,
Mahmoud El-figemdr, Ashmf Abdrel.
Bup. His  Faaha,  Hmsamo
El-lmem, Hassan EZX-Asamar
and Symrtiva

{ Allabom Ez'alech Kleir
M Al Ead Weils
Gombhoz,

fwarng S Abdon T 59
T Daiv e

Scripted by Lenmn E1-Rantly,
with poetry by Saved Hee-
ah, the play m dmecied by
Mohcsen Helan, With Al
El-Hapenr. Rama  Fand

hampoilivn L
Tel 578 1008, Daily ea- Fri
I Yam-Spm._ Uniil 26 March.
Works gnder the tile Pages
From Old Times.

Bernard Guillot

Caire. Main Campus_ Al-Sheikh
St Tel 357 5424, Daily exc Fri & Sat,
Sam-12pm & Gpm-9om Uniil 26
Marck.

Thirty-ope black and white photo-
graphis under the tde Egypt A Fertile
L:ndhorm&umlh:mumyside
in the Egypi Iia, u _
jtics of the fellah mh:ﬁmtmw
his pereption, bis dignity and his cul-
tare of the soil.

Said El-Sadr

Exmra Gallery, 3 Al-Nessim 51, comer
af Montaza S, Zamalek. Tel 340 6293,
Daily exc Sum, 10.30am-2pm & Spm-
Spm. Dhuil 26 March

. ing 7 March. Daily
exe Sun, 10.30am-Spm. Until 3 April,
Works ander the title Black-While.

Hazem El-Mestikawy « Sculplane)
Espace Gallery, 1| Al-Sherifein 5t
Davwntown. Tel 395 1199, Opening I7
Murch, 7pm, Duily exe Thur, 10am-
3pm & opm-9pm. {fnnl 8 April

Fabrizio Clerici

Akhnaton Gallery, Centre of Art, |
Al-Moakad Al-Swissri St Zamalek
Tel 340 8211. Opening 14 March
i My i P vy gl

-4 Inti} 14 7

lithographs by 2 swrealist in the mad:-
of de Chirico.

FILMS
|

French Cultyrel Institate. | M-
draset  Al-Hogoug Al-Ferensisa St
Mounira. Tel 158 7079,

12 & 15 March. 7pm: Nous Ne Vielt-
Kiraas Pas Ensembde

16 March 7pm: Les Altes Da Désir,

337, Daily 10am, Ipm, 3pm. fipm &
Yprn. Roxy. Roxy 3¢ Heliopolis. Tel
253 0344, Duily 10cm, 3pm, Gpm &
9pm. Sphinx, Sphinx S, Mo-
hmdessin. Tel 346 4017, Dailv Spm.

Tamanés wa Arbe’in Saa Fi Isratil
148 Hours in Israel)
Digra, 17 Al-Alfi 31 Emadeddin.
Dau-n:r.ru Tel 592 4721 Daily,
I0am. Ipm_ 3 £ . Rivoli
.‘lnit; J}d_\- St Ig;:um Tr??-‘.‘i 5053,
ilv [pm, 3.30pm. 6.30pm & 9.30pm.
With Nadia E3-Guindi and El-
Fishawi, divected by Mader Galal.

Hysteria

Lido, 21 Emadeddin St Downipwa
Tel 593 4283, Dafly 10am, Ipm, 3pm.
6pm & Spm. Miami. 38 Tulaa! Hark
.;;mﬂzummu Liztly Moam, Jpm. 3pm,
With Ahmed Zaki aod Abla Kamel.

Ismailia Rayeh G (Ismailia Back
and Fortht <

Riveli I, 26 Juby St. Downiown, Tel
373 3033, Dadly ipm. 3.30pm. 6.50pm,
Spri & 100m, Earize I, 15 Emadeddin
3, Downtenen. Tel 592 480, Daih
fGam, lpm, 3pm. 6pm & Yom. ’

DANCE
I

Don Quixotte

Main Hall. Opers House, Gezira Tel
339 2144, 18 March, Spm Unil the
end of the month

The Bolshoi Themre of Rossia per-
focms.

MUSIC
|

National Arabic Muogic Ensembile
Smuill Hall Opern House, Geoirg, Tel
3398132 12 March, S,

Conducted by Selim Sahoh,

The Barber of Sevilly

Main Hell, Opers House, Gezing, Tel
39 8lL8, .l: & I March. Spm.

Rensini compusition, performed

Shawgi. Ashraf  Ahoel-
Ghafour, Alnjrl-Rahmn
Aby Zahrm,
LECTURES
I

Between Globalisation and Heritape
Orieate] Rall. Atgin Campus, AL'C,
Mohamed Manmoud S:. Te! 572 0373,
fo March, Spm.

Panet discusson featunop Mohamed
Sid-Ahmed. political anahat und -
thar. Al-Ahram pewspaper. Mohamed
Salmawy, editor-m-chiel of Al-Ahram
Hebda. Hisham El-Sheni, ALC
fesgor of memt and Tarek Ha-
tei AUC associate profes.or of Man-
agement.

Site Conservation in the Dakhich
Ouvis a

Polish Ceutrs of Mediterrunean Ar-
¢l in Cairo. 1l Mahalla St,
Helinpolis. Tel 415 6275 1T March,

Lectire by Dr Anthomy Mills. direer
of the Dakhlch Oasis Project.

My Experlence With Poetry

Oriental Hail, Main Campus. AUC,
Muohamed Makmoud 5. Tel 574 6573,
17 March, fyms,

Lectore by Sudanese poet Mohamed
Al-Friouri who will also read a sebse-
tiun of s poetry.

Fabrizio Clerici, The
Works . Man and His

Centre of Art, | Al-Muahad Al-Swissri
.1'!. Zomalek. Tel 340 521). i7 March,

i
Lecture by Carmine Siniscalco: n con-
Junction with the exhibinon at the Cen-
e of Art, Zonnleh,

Alf mformation camect ot time of o
0z 10 press. However, it remains wise
10 check with venwes fust, since prm-
grammes. dates and times are subject
1o change at very <hort notice.

Please send information te Listmas, Al
Alrim Weekly, Galaa 51, Cairo,

Ted STRH064.

Around the galieries

THIRTY rextile wall hangings by Abdel-Aziz
Gouda are on show at m%e";fﬂlgfynmchedw
the Faculty of Applied Arts. Entire spools,
bits of thread, left-over patches of cloth are
defily woven into a new cohercat whole.
Akhmim is also back in town, always a good
thing that. Thanks to the efforts of the As-
seciation of Upper Epypt for Education
and Development, founded in 1942, the love-
liest of Upper Egyptian needlework can come
ioio being, Birds, trees. flowers. divers and -
brightly clad luds and lasses bave, for over
half a century, continued to be stitched into
delightfully comucopian pastorals, never (oo -
cloying, never without breathing space. by the
young ladies of Akhmim, Over 200 of these,
together with woodwork by the young men of
Hagaza village, are on exhibit at the’ Cairo
premises of the Association,

Reviewad by Nagwa EF-Astai -
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. “The iore ideclagy; the16ss inferest there i in inith; Hebaumas seemsto

-+~ follow 1his Guidefine as an actof faith: Emest Wol-Gazo introduces the. -

We are pleased, of course, that Habermas. has ac-
cepted the Inviation to come to Cairo as a sign of-re-
specl,andmﬁxehopethatﬂ;eﬁ_ghtofmgsonwi_ll
overshadow the clouds of the irrational and the ideo-
logical. Habermas provides us with a platform that is
oot ideological and always open towards reasonable
discourse, among human beings, in terms of respect,
sympathy and u ing. Habermas provides
such a therapemtic theary, o be applied to the soul,
which has been damaged in the process of modemisa-
tion. : S
In Habermas’s theory of communicative rationality
the basic presupposition is always that the human be-
Ing must recognuse itself as a human being and not a
machine, an aimal or gn angel. [In this, despite his
critique of Aristotle’s morel and political philesophy
(in the form of neo-Aristotelianism), Habermas con-
forms to the Arsistoteltan definition of what it means
to be homan: animal ratjonale. It is the specific char-
acteristic of being ratioral that makes the haman be-
ing human in the first place. . . T :
That is the legacy of Greek philosophy, which Ha-
bermas shares with the classical ideal. 'The idea that
classicat rationality, expressed by Acristotle and Kaat,
must be subject-centered and onijtary is discarded in
Habermas's works. However, the fact that the Ha-
bermasian Arsatz deceptres reason does not mean that
reason and rationality is abandoned. Habermas is try- -
ing 1o reinforce ratiopality in teyms of a newly struc-
mred communicative reasoning process, in which dis-
course and ils participants take -centre ‘stage and.not
the lonely Cartesian mind trying 1o make sense, in
winter, next to the fire. oo )
The famous dictum, “I think, therefore I am,” is re-
cast into a diversity of opimion and judgments tested,
in the long tun, within the community of researchers.
The Cantesian Ego is transformyed -into’ a: connyrmnity -
effort of trying 1o attempt.to develop 2 rational foun-
dation for 2 ive disconrse; which lends irgelf to
fanction as an immunity system against the ideology -
50 prevalent in our time. The more ideology, the less
interest there is in truth. Habermas seems o follow
this guideline as an act of faith. In this sense his work
can be understood as a critique of -post-modemity.
His confrontadon with the leading members of the
ist rend can be whnessed in his lectnres
published as The Discourse on Modernityin 1988,
There is no doubt that Habermas comts as one of
the leading thinkers in the last quarter of the 20th cen-
tery. Numerous works in philosophy and the social
sciences comtain references and foonotes decorated
with the name of Habermas. It lends respectability, se-
riousness, comprehénsiveness, and ; in-depth- dis-
cussion of the respective themes of topics at hand.
Works by Habermas have exerted a major influence
on the literature of the social sciences and philosophy.
The major works, so far, Knowledge and Human In-
terests (1968) and The Theory of Communicative Ac-
tior. (1981) have had a pervasive impact upon com-
mmmication research programmes, janguage studies,
sociological theory, social psychology, ethics, polit-
ical theory and. philosophy. The intellectual world,
from Frankfurt to London and Paris, from New York

-to Berkeley, from Bombay to Tokyo, from Melbonme -

to Capetown, noi to mention Turkey and Iran, has
lmsp;:c.-ud O fions cg.pmaﬁons ocal lan-
ive translations i . - -
guages, rationality is reconstructed within the frame-
work of modern conditions and possibilities.  The

At

x T

substance remains, the form changed, and af

with it the language. oL e
This has always been the problem of innovative
thinkers: what to do with outmoded Ianguage and car-
egories? This is mue for Kant, tme for Wittgenstein,
troe for Heidegger, and not least for Habermas. We
have saspicions that the Habermasian project of re-
constructing  modemity. along the line of com-

than wonld be admitted by Habermas himself,
let alone his followers. Yer it is a conservatism that
tdes to preserve the positive aspects of the classical
ideals, and pepates those elements of the classical
world that have twraed out to be damaging or. in the
long nm, inedequate for homen beings. Perbaps it is
too muoch to.say that Habermas's conservatism, in
comparison to some i e wild, is a
revolutionary conservatism. For, after all, what good
is a theory if we have to muxder or kill a single human
being in onder to prove it? The 20th century has seen
enongh examples of this sort and should have leamed
from these temrible mistakes. Habermas’s project of
universal communicative rationality is rationality with

-a human face, not merely painted, bot sobstantiaf.

In the: last quarter of oor century ‘Habermas has
emerged as a leading thinker on social-philosophie-
political issues, not only in his native Germany, but
also on the world stage. His influence emerged, es-
pecially during the student revolt in the late 1960s and
early 70s. His experience af the end of the Second
Woarld War, the radio broadcasts and cinema news-
reels of the Nurem! trials, had a-lasting effect on
Habermas's political formation and consciousness.
His newspaper article against Heidegger in 1953,
}:oimi_ng cut the contradiction between the phi-

osophes’s: exclamstions zud political stance, was the .
et siga-of the public Habermias who, ever since, has -

- remniained ‘ready 1o epgage in public debate on behalf
"of reason and the enlightenment of the public. By the

early 1980s Habermmas presented us with his notion of
“commmumicative rationality”. Let os traverse, for a
moment, Habermas"s corricnium vitas in order to clar-
ify the developmental stages of a thinker of inter-
national significance.
- Growing op in a bombed out and morally bankrupt-
ny. Habermas and bhis generation had to re-
coastitote a moral hfe in the newly emerging Federal
Republic. “Reeducation”™, sponsored by the Allied
Forces, was the sign of the tmes. Habermas took it
opon himself to “reeducate™ his intellectual and mora]
character in order to come to ierms with the Nazi ca-

- tagiropbe. Not only the Nazi past, but also what is

known as classical modernism, ¢.g. the radio, the X-
ray, the chemical industry, the Banhans, the theatre of
Brechi, the expressionists, the “Blue Angel”, Thomas
Mann, Franz Kafka, the proletarian class struggle,
Einstein, - Planck, and Heisenberg — Weimar's cul-
tural roots — were confronted by Habenmas’s genera-
tion in the 1950s. In the 1960s Habermas was an im-
portant mentor to inteliectnal leaders of the student
revolt such as Rodi Dutschke and Daniel Cohn-
Bendit, who confronted the bastions of middle-class

Although the heroes of the stndent revolutionaries
were Mao, Marx, and Marcose, not to forget the ro-
mantic Che, it was Habermas, the young professor of
philosophy at Frankfurt University, who was ready 1o
.converse, in 2 constructive way, with the revolu-
tioparies, not demonising them as their elders did.

Habermas himself was the prodoct of the clussical
German Humboldi University system that emphasised
classical  humanism, especially the Geis-
teswissenschoficn thumanities). Classical Idealist Ger-
man philosophy incloding Kant, Fichwe, Hegel, and
Schelling, as well as its Marxian heritace, had a last-
ing influence on the imellecwwal formation of Ha-
bermas. His doctoral dissertation on Schelling shows
the infiuence of German idealistic thinking in his later
works, including the influential Knowiedge and Hu-
man Interest. In addition, the heritage of classical so-
ciological literature, including Toennis. Durkheim.
Karl Mannheim, and especially Max Weber, added 10
the multidimensional platform from which Habermas
developed his project of “communicative ranionality™.
Later, in the 1970s, Habermas reeducated himself
again by coming ro terms with the Anglo-American
anatytical philosophy and sociology of J.L. Austn,
Jobn Searle, George Herbert Mead and Talcon Par-
sons. And due to his close friendship since their stu-
dent days in Bonn with Karl-Otto Apel, Habermas en-
gaged in a dinlogue with the American philosopher-
scientist Charles S. Peirce.

The result was the communicative discourse on eth-
ics. Of course, Marz looms larpe on the horizon of
Habermas's work, but it should be clear by now that
the Marxian mode of interpreting the world was rrans-
formed by the superb crafismanship of Habermas's
discorsive thought

Dogmatism and ideological game-playing is foreign
to Habermas's mind-set. His experience of Nazi Ger-
many lent him an immunity to easy combat, to dis-
honest and arbimary ideological positions promoted
for selfish reasons. Works such as Heidegger's Being
and Time, Loewith’s From Hegel 10 Nietzsche,
Marx’s early work. Husserl’s phenomenology, and, of
course. the founding members of the Frankfurt School
— Max Horkheimer, Theodor W. Adorno, Herbert
Marcuse, Walter Benjamin lo name the most prom-
inent'— injected a dose of critical acumen into Ha-
bermas’s formulation of communicative rationality as
critical theory.

Habermas, after his doctorate at_Bonn University in
1954, worked on the stractures of public formation
and acqnired his habilitation (equivalent to tenure at a
German University) with Waher Abendroth, an old
fighter for social democracy. at Marburg University.
During this pericd Habermas. along with Ralf Dah-
rendorf (Jlater Director of the London School of Ec-
onomics), was assistant to Adomno at the Frankfurt
School of Social Rescarch. Thus Habermas became
identified, for some time to come, as the brilliant new
star of 1he new generation of the Frankfurt School.

Of course, in time it became obvicus that Habermas
was his own man, despite his indebtedness to Hork-
heimer and Adomo. In the early 1960s the doyven of
German philosophers. Hans-Georg Gadamer, medi-
ated a professorship at Heidelberg University so that,
berween 1961 1o 1964, Habermas was a colleague of
Loewith and Gadzmer.

Soon he moved 1o a full professorship of philosophy
and sociology, succeeding Horkbeimer a1 F
University unti] 1971, After 1971 Habermas accepted
the co-direciorship, with the physicist Friedrich von
Weizsaecker, of the newly founded Max Planck In-
stituwte. for the Research of the Sciendfic-
Technological World. This was a fruitfal period which
saw the development of the intellectual medes of syn-
theses, so characteristic of middle Habermas, and

which reached fruition in 1981 with the publication of
Tie Theory of Commuricative Action .

Politics. in the person of Bavarian Governor Franz
Josef Strauss. intervened and the Max Planck Institute
in Stamberg was closed down. Habermas. due 1o the
efforts of his colleague and friend Karl-Ono Apel and
many sdmirers, including Horkheimer's pupil Alfred
Schmidt. returned 1o Frankfurt, this time as professor
of soctology and philosophy, where he remained until
his retirement in 1994,

in the meantime Habermas has received honours
from across the globe. And his acceptance of the in-
vitation 1o visit Egypt for the {irst Litee will no doubt
reinforce his influence on a younger generation of
crifical imellecuals in the Istamic world, from Cairo
o Istanbul, from Baghdad to Tehran, not to mendon
the Mahgreb and the Indonesian-Malay world, which
has already born fruit in several dissertations and pub-
lications enriching the discourse between Islam and
the West,

In conclusion we may elaborate, in a nutshell, the
centrepiece of Habermas's philosophic efforts, name-
1y that of Theory and Praxis, This has been the ua-
derlying concern of the Habermasian quest for a
communicative rationality. The Theory and Praxis
problem appeared in the debate between Plato and
his pupil Aristoile. How can theory be made or
transformed into reality? How are ideas related to
the empirical world? These are perennial problemns
of philosophy. [n modemn times it was Hepel and
Marx thar sharpened the eyes of the Westem world
to this specific problem. The revolutions — sci-
entific, social, political and economic — made it
clear to the young left Hegelians. foremost among
them Ludwig Feuerbach and the young Marx, that
all was not well with the middleclass Christian
world order. We know the stary. Marx's problem of
how te tum philosophy into action, ie how to make
phifesophy practical, was the focus of much debate
m early 1%h century Europe. The scandals that en-
sued doe to these debales are well known. Bot the
problem ran deeper: since the 16th century Europe
had found itself in a process of bifurcarion, whereby
morality and politics in Machiavelli and Hobbes had
been divorced. Mechanical explanations for the uni-
verse did not suffice 10 explain the wrmoil cansed
by the Thirty Years War {religious confrontation be-
tween Catholics and Protestants) and the scientific
revolution.

The French Revolution reinforced this bifurcation of
namre and man. state and society, religion and sci-
ence. The peasanis turned into citizens and the roval
cousts turped into public forums. New categories of
understanding were necessary in order 1o make sense
of this new world order. the Newtonian-mechunistic
universe. The old order of the Christian-Aristotelian
teleological universe no fonger satisfied the European
mind as it moved into a eritical stage of self-reflection
and doubt, one of the essential elements of the mod-
ern European mind.

In the works of Habermas this process of self-
reflection is exhibited in an analytic and dialectic
mode of discourse that provides a paradigm of eritical
thinking beneficial to anyone who claims 10 posses ra-
donality.

Emest Wolf-Gaze is professor of philosaphy in the
Deparmeni af English and Comparative Literature ar
the American University in Cuiro.
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Nigel Ryan wrmessesanunusual

embalming in the work Of'Flehab' E

-Sadek

In the corner of the Mashrabiya Gallery sits a pile of .
old schoot books, their pages stained with-age; the -

names.- of previons owners mscribed in foded ink,-in - bandages, carefully

ect plate script, on covery. Indeed, the. .
pﬂfsamebmks.@ﬁpuﬁoﬂhemmppeﬂ_ ar throughont the -
gallery, pages framed, concealed, inverted, overiain.

Some books are no more than blocks of wood on
which covers havgfmw.No_dﬁml mce, "
for none’ ' open, sice. even'
gg:eg%olums that have not been distoembered bhave
had theif pages glned together. The words bave cog-

As if 1o emphasis this, point, several texts, in addi-

tion to beinggluedshm',arelglsoti - bond with .

Y

twisted pieces of wire. XVIII= Révolution Empire is -
kaote, This history is fixed. closed. beyond revision, .
even as it bas been rendered unreadable. G

Everything here is muted Linen is aged, staimed.
Paper is brown, stained. Yet Rehab El-Sadek’s show.
animates this sepia, imbuing the prescribed colour of
nostalgia with some still skocking truths. Knowledge,

She archacologises the known, while at the same-
time delineating the ténrative patare of the-boundanies
of what can be known. The. objects included take oo
ane:hnb'gmphichue:mjélmsbecnmkm__t:n@ic'
everytlﬁnghdudedﬂmtw_asnotqldmbngq with. ™

B T i, e ekl

i _ _ .into an elegant Arabic
gealed into a brick, something dense, heavy and un-"  script. :
rexdable. " bal eticuious)

from the Book of the
Dead and tapsliterated”

T is a very géntle em-

benches receive the

. same treatment a5 the pipes, though here the overlaid

script combines suggestions of graffiti with leaming
by rote. But what — the question hovers everywhere

" in the gallery — is s to know, what can be known?

The walls contain a number of framed collages, of-.

" ten including pages from the dismemberad books, in
- - addition 1o scraps of fabric, weft and warp in. places

occasional sheers of graph paper, empiy of

coordimates bat insistent’ on the vacuous rigidity

~thelr grids. Maps arc drawn, the Nile picked our in

black threads, but atways the boundarics disimegrate,
are concealed. This skeichy topography peters out.

just ke, the threads,. strands of the koown, the man -

Lo
e e _ . i . "
St St . r

made, the civilised, combed ont to dangle over the
edge of the anknown. .
Some of the torn pages arc in themselves amosing.
They are objects thrown up from a past that, if often
considered more innocent — here agein the sepia tints
of nostalgia — remains as cruel as ever. In one frame
is 2 page torn from a novel, Meringues, the kind of po-

" Iits pot-beiler produced for mass consumprion in Ed-
of 'Wardian England.

“*Aren't you ashamed of yourself?” asked my host-
es8; when she found mc in the supper room after all
the guests had gone.” .

So beging Meringues. Unfortunutely, the opening

paragraph is all you will
ger. This is only one
page, and even here the
rest of the text is ob-
scured bencath  eth-
nographic  bric-a-brac
and another map. azain
of Egypt. the co
lonisation of which be-
comes the flip-side of
such English politesse.

IT there is something of
the lomb about this ex-
hibition it is far from
marmoreal. Quict, yes,
but the very naturc of the
materials used prohibits
such associations. It is rather like viewing fragments of
Copfic textiles: the wonder is that anything so eminent-
ly biodezradable should have survived at all. And so to
all those bandages, around pipes. around the skirling
board, pinned onte the edge of cupboards. Nothing is
so fragile, so piven 10 corruption, so able to dis-
integrate as the human body, as those embalmers par
excellent, the ancients, knew well.

Rehab El-Sadek dresses this exhibition bezutifully.
Mysierions, elegiac, Jyrical: the registers employed
may not be cxtensive. b goodness, they carry a lot

For full details, sce Listings oppnsire

Plain Talk

I am always happy o sec
new ventures undertaken by
women. Much as 1 am
against dividing societly in
terms of male and female, it
is still heanening 1o see what
[ fook upon as a revival of an
almost moribund feminist
movement.

I remember how in 199I
Dr Hoda El-Sudda, wogether
with novelist Salwa Bakr, be-
gan publishing Hager, a se-
ries of bonks dealing with is-
sues relating 10 women. The
Imest addition is an clegant
publication cntitled AMem-
ory’s Messages. published by
Women and Memory Forum
which alsc has Dr El-Sadda
as ope of its founding mem-
bers. Thit new publicaion
aims at rereading Arab cul-
tural history in terms of con-
temporary Women's issues.

What is interesting is tha
most of the founding mem-
bers are teachers of literature.
English in panicular, al] with
PhD degrees. and not so-
ciologists or psychologisis.
Their objeclive is “w0 re-
establish the balance of the
communal memory which
has been distoried by the pro-
cess of distancing fwomen).”
Women, El-Sadda believes,
do not figure in recorded of-
ficial history. Their role has
been marginalised or be-
littled which bas resulted in
“the distortion of history.
hence of the communal mem-

ory.

The rationale for rercading
history is esscnually polit-
ically motivated, expressing
a partcular stand towards life
and a desirz to partake pos-
itively in cultnral and social
realities. This. with the aim
of affecting a change toward
a2 more just and balanced
stance towards history for all
members of sotiety.

According 10 the anicle,
the main objectives of this
Forum are the publication of
a year book that would in-
clude specialised swudies in
Arab cultural history from a
perspective which takes imo
consideration the culrural and
social situation of the two
sexes; the collection and doc-
umentation of the biog-
raphies of Egyprian women
who took part in public [ife at
the beginning of the century,
and especially those who
played a role in the develop-
ment of the feminist move-
ment: the rewriting of some
Egyptian folk tales from a
feminist perspective; the
preparation of a bulletin that
would aim at strengthening
relations among researchers
in the field of Arab cultura]
history: and, finally. the es-
tablishment of a library spe-
cialised in historical studies.

All these future activities
would be channelled to pro-
duce cultural material that
would succeed in “shaking
some of the corrent concepts
about the roles of women and
their refation to culture, with
the final objective of sup-
plying all effective cultural
1ools necessary for the re-
moval of obstacles that stand
in the way of women's ren-
aissance.”

I am sure there will be a
great pumber of men. myself
included. whoe would not
only support these aims, but
also would participate in the
process of theirr imple-
menation. But. as [ read
through the statement of ab-
jectives. I stopped at the one
about rewriting folk uales.
and, before making up my
mind about how | felt about
this objective. I discovered in
the magazine issue a concrete
example of this endeavour.
“The Tale of Shehreyar and
his Brother” is here retold
with a new narrative Lwist, a
tale umold before. Anyone
who wants o know what
happens in this fantastic tale
bad better refer to the mag-
azine.

True to their manifesto, we
find tn the magazine a biog-
raphy of Malak Hefny Nassef
(1885-1918). She was the
first Egyptian girl ever to re-
ceive an academic dJegree
from a government school
(1900), the fir Egyplian
woman w0 submit a number
of demands 1o the Egyptian
pariament (1910). the first 1o
lay the foundatiops of the
femimist movement in Egypt.
and the first 10 have a poem
published, and this she did at
the age of 13. in an official

magazine. And yel, in spite

of her distinctive role in the
early 20th century Egyptian
Enlightenment  movement,
this role is totally overlooked
in official Egyptian history.

On 17 October of this year,
the Forum will be celebrating
Nassef’s memory. The For-
um is cumently asking re-
searchers 10 submit papers
dealing with different topics
relating to this great woman
and her contribution ot only
to the feminist movement,
but also to the broader Egyp-
tian reality.

Mursi Saad El-Din
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court protection in matters of divorce, rec- in these cases, spelling out the woman's re-  Visitation: Current visitation conditions awareness of personal statos watters, correct- ever, I am overwhelmed with mirth at the thought of my grand- j :
onciliation, custody, alimony, visitation sumed — ornew — rights and duties. psychologically injure the whole family. Both  ly and without bias. : mother’s incredulous: veaction, had she lived Jong mymnugh © T )
rights, the right to the marital abode, the right The necessity for irrefutable proof of psy- parents must enjoy un access to the General recommendation: Provision wmmmmidmafmeUﬁiedSmsqﬁmﬁwhm- o _
of children from a non-Egyptian father 1o chological viplence is 2lso a thom in the side  children. Visitation rights should not be re-  should be made for marters relating to per- ofﬂ:etelevisinnmmms,whﬂepmvi‘ﬁngamﬂaﬂsed;ﬁﬁnu# : ‘-J su
their mother’s nationality, the right of wives of many women seeking divorce. How, de- swicted to the parents, but should be extended  sonal statns to be separated from court litga- ed public with embarrassing derails of his most private hebits — - ¥ -
to travel without their husbands’ writen con- manded .lawyer Amira Baheieddin, can a to all members of the families. The task of ticn and placed under the jurisdiction of a habitSWhich.byanmndards.shmddhavemaI':edmm . oo Trg s o
sent and the drafting of the marriage contract.  woman prove satisfactorily that she has been  regulating visitation rights should fall under  specialised judge. Co ) Fayza I'lasslll. P R .
: Slmnm oW T R
Suppa Dagma Redlawrant tevies - : - Fatayy, ¢
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Green khubbeza Dinner out é M EL o —
= W ¢ & : -l
Ingredtionts: Andrew Steele gets horticultural 7 3 o U ,;é
1 kg fresh green khubbeza |- . " . By Samia Abdennour CZTE = o
1 bunch fresh green chard Alth Heliopolis has 2 reasomable companied with Chantilly’s home-made : i T, e
1 bunch fresh green coriander  choice of five-star hotel and fast food ve-  bread rolls. These are always delicions -?CROSS . USSR {4) . e
Jeaves nues, the independent restaurant business  and tonight’s selection had a very s'gmmc‘.“ 43. French summer (3) SR Wiy
5 to 6 cups chicken stock is hardly booming. Pechaps this is why mut and seed version which we gobbled | 7p Bmgﬁ?m% 44. New name of Freach Sudan 31 e "2 akicB W
i 1 thsp. crushed garlic the Chamtilly has become something of up with some aplomb. 14. Previoust @) 52 . ) ] = S
- 2 - butter B e e e e oraned s Syeestuim, sd pox ol |15 8k foweng iy, =" B
; Salt liopolis, it is so 2 2o Ing a suitable dish on re, 16. Brood of pheasants (4, ' ' o C o e
_ ‘ prevent oneself from becoming a regulas.  decided to grill a waiter (metaphorically | 17 Whit (4) @ g M%N“(*;)r.-blumtsl i B ,._:":“
Method: So what is there to recommend it? The speaking of course) as to whar the chef |3 A : diametrically op- Sl-GodofWar(-i-) 1 -
Wash the khubbeza leaves well  food, certainly, but let us not forget the could ruste up. Expecting the usual op- %ﬁm‘é‘,‘“ sz:c-mmm Bo= -+ <o
: and pluck them off their stems.  environs. Situated slap and in fact bang  tion of mplacing the meat in a meat dish . Dressup(3) . 34, Humorous (5) EENE &;
! Wash the chard and pluck the in the middle of a Xorba which is cur-  with a mound of rice, he was pleasantly | 21. Semi-colloidal suspensions 57 Side post of windowpr door- 1 ) ' :
. leaves, leaving off the hard parts  rently having its face lified, i is certainly  surprised, nay, shocked, to be offered 2 | (4) way (4) — N L
‘ of the stems. Wash the corander  central, but more to the point it has 2  Spaghetti Alexandria, which sounded foll | 23. Hippodrome (5) 58, Lincoln’s pet name (3) . . _ . T Y
] leaves. Mix all three together and  rather wonderful garden. Out the back  of vegetable promise. And a tasty plato it | 24. Building for musical per-  §1. Undesi o . - 61 _' R % ™
I pmtheminacooﬁngganmm doorandglawnl:hegarden tothe ta- umed out to be: al dente pasta with gar- Z&hnm(S) 64. Large-headed nail; breeding . R oy 6l
. one cup only of water. Bring them  bles for dinaer, located at the rear ead of  lic, black olives and mushrooms, ber- o French soft cheese (4) - place forhorse (4) 14 PN 3 Nl
to & boil. Cover and leave 10 boil the space jost next to the bar. Should you  ally strewn with a fresh and piquant to- m—&mndnmm 65. Narrow channel between is- q = | I com T TN ey
! unti} they reduce and release all  require less substantial fare, you may mato sauce. My Paillard de Beouf Maitre m’mmm@ lands (4) ' : : i | SR R )
i their water residuc. Strain the veg-  well be shunted into the coffee and cake - 4'Hozel was a piece of mear thar had 3ﬁ:mf5’ d 66. Device for drawt - el : Tt T e o g
t etables. Blend them in an electric  area, endlessly peopled by bright young  been beaten to within an inch ‘of its ex- 37-3Mm@m:iuﬁm- Wiung nurhers of Preaium 12, Paradise (4) _ 42 Tide of ¢ N e
i ixer with some chicken stock.  things who will mish-magow! and in- istence and grilled (not metaphorcally ) P‘gngsm 13- Tableland (4) P of respect (6) - o} - LR T it R
: Bring the stock 10 a boil. Bring the  finitum in squeaky voices. ] speaking this time) to perfection. Huge 39. Precipitas skin eruption (4) @-M:"k:(‘f) 19. Buckers (5) ﬁm . T
t blead back to the pan and add the Mmfpﬁmmaiﬁmmmlﬂmbﬁoﬂ: :‘&};P“;p“ roseaary butier pecked (N ) 40, Asyiuay placs of refuge (5 T0Silly persoas &y 21, Basic physical wic of be-  48.Won(®) - .. ..| T T e e
boiling stock. stisring it Into hearty . 0 1d it came " {42 Legislmive body in former 7] Perce; redity (4) ' T e e S R AP
i obtain diners, red 1o the white table- ably yummy roesti toes and veg- d e . ve (4) - 49, Asuate of equilibriizm (6%, - o LD st gy
, recn blend until you e ey ‘and supplied. with memis.  elabled sl m bt Servics was . |[(EREETIIT WA - 22 Preachfor US (2) 53 Symbol for americimm™@} <. w0 L7k 49E
dium-thick consistency, more or X Supp! 1 el utter. SEIvic [AWARENEVERMAONEl DOWN - . . 25.Paen; shovel (4) .54 Torte; solichfy: block {8). - |.. . S Powmg o
t Jess like that of molokhiya. Leave  Drinks were ordered and came in a jiffy.  peccable and the bill, coming in at LESO  [[RIET Wisigeiusnefinion Ic) 1. A zailless . 26. Trunk of ree (4) 35 Semmioctons o}_ i b _ L R i
; to boil until you are through with  The victals on offer are nothing stunning, for dinner for two with two Stellas was | ERSIGUTICR -0 Slesampbibiancs) . 27, Wreckage; detritus (5) @ pecks ype dtaghel o T i
1 the next step. In a small saucepan,  there is a selection of fairly run-of-the-  not t00 harsh on the wallct. But the gar- HIOIL IOt [T AT R R ETATE lslwhfo“mydg ® * 28. Caution; ing (4) 56. Type of skin bleniists (8"~ [ 5 Tl e "!Hni
h melt the butter. Add the garlic.  mill meas, fish and pouluy dishes, along  den, the gandcn was the star of tonight's  |[AINICEWSINCEAMETIEl ' (oo radiaticn e 29, Uric acid (5) . 57, Besiams éf"‘“m “‘:“‘( : T e iy
{ it upti wish in col-  with somps, salads and a selection of hors  dailiance, and airy and flawlessly (RN INESINOIOESWsFIIT| - 0THME dosage(3)  3L.Asongthrush(5) - - : paba fre T e Wy
Stir-fry it until yello ; P— green : a; 5. Prinfing measure: {2) oo : -1
c i ihubbera. Re-  d'ouevres. However, the food is always Jit, it could almost turm onme to bor- 3 T = . 32. Conms (10) - . - by 2, s deliely
our. Add it 1o the 2. : standard s p - & 6. Pangs of conscience (6) PR g : ; f i
c move from heat and cover. Leave of a certain standard, and that is  ticulture. A question of the vemue being AEE; 7. Viases (4) - PR urinants’ stomach where . 2
t for a few minutes then serve with  always pleasingly high ‘We began with  everything, methinks. ARl 8 Dexerlty (3) -food is partly digested by bac- ,
c ; i hearty soups. A thick, creamty, bursting  Chantilly, Baghdad Street, Korba, He- > : S teria(S) . : -
rice and fried poultry. - A ALY Dag. 9. Garlands (3) 35. Stratified mud
Iy with taste tomato for me, a thin, rather fiopolis LIEY 10, Snorted while dozing (5) 38, Preve " rock (5) 5
Moushira Abdel-Malek  oily, ovion for Mohamed. These came ac-  Tel: 4154728 + | Last week's sobotion 11 Neap; inflow (4) - - Prevents (4) e
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eyes. He found that the children rubbed the

-7 .
12 - 18 March 1998 ; M Features 15

In the sequel to an in-depth discussion of environmental issues, A-Ahram Weekly highlights some of the hottest spots on the battiefield. Wll the Environment Law help put out the flames?

C h ains Ol S
molten lead

Studies recently carried out by Cairg University sug-
gest that lead poliution has contributed to an in-
crease in the number of mentally retarded children in

Egypt, to 2 rate of 27-per thousand schookage chi- ~ -~

dren. Mahmoud Bakr reviews the aspects of this
grave problem, and the means to limit and control it

According to Samiz Galal, professor of ecol-
ogy at the Higher Institate for Public' Health,
high concentrations of icides, chemicals
and fertilisers in the soil leads to the increase
of nitrate concentration . which seeps into

groundwater and pollutes it. Water used for .
coohngandotherpmposssbylarﬁ_
uted,

sectors of the population is thus poll

on is thus

rectly affecting human health, tally-that
of infants and young children. Studies have

shown that high Tevels of nitrate in the blood-

stream cause blue-baby syndrome, which
sometimes results in death.

The Ministry of Public Health récently de- .

manded the lowering of nitrate concentration”
in waier o below accepted world standards,
set at 10 microgrammes/decilitres, in order 1o
protect mothers who work in agricoiture and
are exposed to insecticides. When their bodies |
absorb these poisonous nitrates, they transmit
themnpﬂlei_r_bémst-_fedbabies.th_usmsing"
anorexia as well as impaired eyesight and di-
minished hair growth. Chi.ldren‘sShability'm
learn and assimilate is also ively af-
fected. Polluted air, dust, msufficient il
lumination and high levels -of noise etc; jn
mschuo]andathomea;eaddiﬁmalcaumof

home and at school, particulady with respect
0 women who are raising children. n‘:‘gﬁ
ernment is comrentiy orgarising a programme
for the eradication of environmenptal illiteracy
at afl levels of society. L ’
tooal mecicing at the. Usiversy of Noing.
i ine at diversity vel

ham, conducted stodies in Pakistan on a
group of children who were blinded due to-
the higher-than-normal on of Jead in -
to children’s

kohl off their eyes thep put their fingers in
their mouaths, thus transferring the lead to

their stomachs. A stody on 24 children with
kohl on their eyelids showed that the level of :no
lead concentration in their blood reached dan- - ici

gercusly high levéls of 11.4 microgrammes/
decilitres. A-control

nical ¢ ion office at the Egyptian En- -
virommental Affairs Authority, notes that, al--
thoogh an intermationall - .defmition
of what constitntes safe .of lead in chil-
dren’s blood has not been-devised, .research
has shown that concentrations of }0 micro-

gramm _
tardation in the lzaming process and lowered
Abdel-Rahmsn Tawfiq, buman rescwrces.-

mentions a bost of other .

development expest,
factors which have a particularly hanmful ef-
fect on children: noise pollution, the lack of
an aesthetic environment, and the abseace of
greenery can all affect children negatively.
children™s heads with information
and allowing them to play sports are not the
only criteria -of proper edocation,” be notes. .
“It 15 of Importance to nurtare and
develop their aesthetic sease and optimistic
perceptions of the future. Eliminating detri-
mental factors will help children think and
contemplate their This . will
boost their capacity to develop keen and in-

dependent powers of observation.™

Mud, sulp

“The Capritage is a national treas- on-e_mhhsed.vqhﬂwmﬂd . mppedbyghandm:_iome:un
ure,” says Dr Hussein E-Qadi, di- . sighs El-Qadi, who hag worked af the' ' walls are pierced by staimed glass
mcmruftheCagﬂmge}hnlﬂlSpa. spafor 20 years.. windows and decorated with Islamic
fismly. At first, his opinion seems to When you tum right off the Cor- - inscriptions. The high ™ ceilings,
be a bit of an overstatement. A re- mchemtn‘i-!:lwan,yonpasm arched windows and heavy wooden
search paper by Dr-Gottfried Bohm' a cemesit- factory, a textile. doors are telling images from the
of the University of Munich on- the and even an- i - past. Only a few new buildings were

jvaie physician, and soon the in-
ﬁaﬁm-mﬂlﬂdinmnmbhsmm
of the Capritage Heaith Spa as ell
as a lixunous hotel and many winter .
homes for members of the urban
elite. In ramembrante of_ﬂltj-"mk’-l!l?m
played in Helwan, o mm &w
minders of what the town nsed to be. - parties’
“When it became state policy nnder -
Nasser to indusuiatise . Hefwan, .no

the

il ) ap of children not us-_ -
ing kohl showed mates 4.3_l_niﬂ¥'nnmﬂl. .

" dren up to six years
" lead concentration above 10 mi

patients,” frowns Dr Alsa Abdel-
Salam, who works at the spa; “in-
stead;’ they have mmed ir into this
priject, which’ moakes & lot of noise
’ _.becmse':'tbeyg:_nhays baving disco

The old_ Cagitage boilding ‘st

I S R

Not white for long: pollution can be kept ont of sight, but

>y —

jts impact cannot be ignored photlo:

Mohamed Lutlf

Tairs

1994, known as the

" ised with the c

The ABYE organised the first aomupal celebration of Na-
tional Exvironment Day last yeas,

This year’s celebratons coincided with tie end of the
grace perjod stipulated I t
on of the United Nations Develop-
ment Project, the celebration was held to support pational
and regional development activities, help spread environ-

jan Environmental Af-

t Law, came into force.

by the Environment Law. Organ-

Praising success, understanding failure

LAST WEEK, the Arad Buresn for Youth and Eaviron-
ment (ABYE) organised its second ananal celebration of
National Envirooment Day imder the auspices of Nadia
;.- Makram Ebeid, minister of state for epvironmeptal af-
its Agency. A thoursand students came to the covered
. hall of the Cairo’ Stadium to take part. Mabmoad Bakr
Svesy - Emad:Adl; diector of the ABYE, said the Bureau
.. 'wished 1o mark %dxmymm

mental pwareness, and increase awareness of the need to
preserve and protect the eavironment — all crucial for
the achievement of sustained devel

Industrial establishments which succeeded in applying
environmentally-friendby policies were honoured, as were
individuals who made outstanding comtribotions to en-
vironmental Justificarions
those establishments which failed to improve their en-
vironmental record were also reviewed. © - :

Makram Ebeid emphasised that environmental issnes
cap a0 longer be considered a luxury. “We have set our
priorities. Our task will only be accomplisbed throngh
the help of
El-Qassas, renowned ecologist, condemped the un-
controlled depletion of Egypt’s national resources. “Pro-
tecting the environment is an ethical issuve. Managing
these resources in a sustainable manaer is 2 moral ob-
ligation,” he said.

on. The justificar cited by

young people,” she noted. Abdel-Fattah

Preparstions for implementation

underway since 1995. A comprehensive sur-
vey of different environmental samples was
carried out Iz Cairo to assess the extent of
children’s exposnre to lead. Results showed
that certain the applcation of kohl on
the eyelids, and the use of Jead-glazed pottery

-for cooking are’ the orincipal

of snch exposure. Nearly 64 per cent of chil-
age showed rates of

decilitres, and that in some 14 per ceat of the
boys in the sample, the rate was higher then
20 microgrammes/decilitres.

\ur — and sm
The Capritage Health Spa not only underlinés the environmental deterioration of

Helwan, but also illustrates the hidden potential a healthy environment can reveal.
Fatemah Farag Visits a spa in-the heart of Greater Cairo’s most polluted area
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put up jn the "60s, and what used to
* be state-of-the-art equipment
i praised by Gexman scientists who
. came to the area sarly in the centory

massage, some for baths and others

‘The Ministry of Health is now carrying out
a smdy to determine the distribution partern
of lead concentration rates ir the blood of
Cairepe children. The aim is to define pos-
sible dangers stemming from high concentra-
tions of lead in the bloodstream. The govern-
ment has been aware of this problem since the
carly nineties, and has taken imporant steps
in dealing with it. A plan was laid down by
the Ministry of the Environment 1o regulate
the operation of lead. foundries. In paraliel,
the Ministry of Petrolenm wndertook to Iimit
radically the use of leaded fuel, and suc-
ceeded in reducing the lead escaping from car
engine exhausts by 50 per cent during the frst
three years of the programme. In addmion, the

oke

nearby,

waler is mreen

doctors.at the Capritage

g

* says E1-Qadii.

i

PE

: the smog: the Capritage

and,

ceremoniously slathered with the
brown paste, then covered in towels
and left o “soak it in”. The scene
does not quite fit In with the image
;u:edbyakfm Swisshe;sg.as_in
ossy mapgazines, but then pric-
es are as jow as LE2 50. “Our ser-
vices and facilities are comparable 10
those in Eorope and our pricts ane &
least ons umdred times lower.”
boaste H1-Qadi. Every year. he says,

The muclens of the whole place is,
of course, the spring. Bubbling be-
neath a gracefu] struchure, the spring

eggs.“Tha worse the smell, the betier
the wawr,™ smiles Alaz Abdel-
vincing bis patients to 12ke a dip. The
¢ point oart chat
have the hi ity
for electricity. treatments. In one of .wmthey mﬁw@%ﬂ wﬁlp?i:
_ 5 these, two machines sterilise mmnvd
stonds today. The receplion 2rea is  brought from the Ain Al-Sira area

a shame that the area is so pol-

Minisiry of Health. wopether with the Minisiry
of Supply, have been nvestigating the sourc-
es of comamination of flour, and possible pro-
cedores for minimising this problem. The
Ministry of Health is also attempting to re-
duce the consumption of canned food in con-
tainers welded with lead.

Tarek Geneina emphasises that three main
objectives must be achieved in the coming
five 10 seven years: updating operation meth-

ods in the large lead fommdries: providing
technical assistance 1o licensed cooperative
foundries of small and medium size; setting
up and implementing a comprehensive, long-
term solution Lo overcome lead contaminarion
thronghout the country.

10qU08 jueys -cloyd

Alihough the air quality in Helwan
ray be disastrous to the health,
therefore, the waters of the Caprimpe
remain salubrious. *“We have tests
camricd out every six months and
they always confirm the quality of
the waters, Part of physical therapy,
however, is for the patient to get out
in the air and be exposed to the sun,”

tories continie o emit clouds of nox-
ions smake.

Another
Helwan?

Activists are fighting o prevent an _
environmental catastrophe from hitting
Beni Suef, with five new cement factories
set to open in close proximity to
population centres. Mariz Tadros takes a
deep breath

While the people of Helwan celebrated the recem
decision to relocate the factories that have for so long
polluted their lives, the people of Beni Suef are
Izmenting the growing concentrition of cemem factoriés
in their governorate. Beni Svef is renowned for its
nanral abundance of clay, mrning it into a haven for
cement industries, For many inhabitams, however, the
prospect of having five new cement factories all situated
on the east bank of the Nile, in close proximity 1o
humnans, land and each other, is rather alarming. Three of
the factories are supposed to be buiht in the Kremat area,
another on Geziret Abu Saleh and another one in Beba.

Although the Beni Suef authorities are coming under
fire for their failore to demand a relocation of these
factories, officials bave been reluetant 1o take active
measures. The presemt governor of Benj Suef said it was
the former governor, Sabri El-Qadi, who
permission for these factories to be built. And since two
of the factories are already putting in the infrastrucrure,
they cannot simply be moved. Salah El-Zo’eri, head of
the Beni Suef District Council, insists that it is not up 10
the district or the governorate to step in; the Ministry of
Environment must assess whether these factories will
cause harm or not. In light of the governorate’s
experience with existing cement factories and their
impact on the environment, does he not perceive of a
danger himself? “Of course there is 2 danper; we would
rather these factories be situated in the desert, but if that
is not passible, we are content with their chosea
locations.™ There are villages in the environs, he admils,
but “the investors have brought in experts who have
convinced us that because these faciories will be using
m sophisticated technology, there will be minimal

El-Zo’eri dismisses the likelihood that such a beavy
concentration of cement factories will transform Bent
Soef into another Helwan. “In Helwan they dida’t have
proper filters or the Jatest technology 1o prevent
pollution, but with these new cement factories, the
mvestors promised that pollution would not exceed 50
mg per square metre, which is considered safe,” he
explains.

A1 a District Council meeting held last month to
discuss the environmental impact of these five new
cement factories, recommendations did not touch on the
possibility of their relocation; rather, antendants called for
maintenance of the filters, the provision of spare parts,
availability of the latest equipment and “planting trees
around the premises™. El-Zo'eri has a word of advice: “1
urge you not to overemphasise the environmental aspects
of these factories. We are a poor governorzate, we are .
trying to attract investors and we don’t want to put off ..
the ones who have come forward.™ . .

Emad Abu Zeid, from the Land Centre for Human
Rights, however, insists that the intention is not to
discourage investors but to ensure that the health of
citizens of Beni Suef will not be j . “We are
Dot against invesmment; we know that Benj Svef is 2
governorate with a growing population and high
onemployment. There are thousands of job opportunities
at stake here. We definitely need investment. But
definitely not at the expense of the citizens' health, There
is plenty of desert around Beni Suef, with the clay that is
used by the cempent industry. Why can’t they be
transferred there instead?” It is urgent to reverse the
approval now. before it is too late, he insists. Three of
the facrores have not yet been set up; as for the other
two, they shounid be compensated for the infrastuctare
butlt before they incur even greater losses. The Land
Centre for Human Rights is calling upon the Ministry of.
Environment to intervene to transfer these factories
30km into the desert, and is requesting that the prime
minister also intervene and resolve this conflict before
the situation escalates forther.

The villagers of Ghiyada Al-Shargiya, understandably,
are already oneasy abont the fact that one of the factories
is only 300 metres away from their homes. The village of
10,000 inhabitants is surrounded by the Nile, agricuitural
land, the mountain and other villages. Some of the
villagers work on the land, while a great many work in
nearby quarries or as labourers in Helwan. “Because the
land on which we live is so small, we are geiting more
and more crowded and there is nowhere to go except
towards the east, where the factory has laken over the
land,” says Ahmed Selim. Almed Mohamed insists that
the viliagers didn’t want more Land for free; they were
prepared to pay, but were rold that this was government
land. Now it has goune to the investors. “Why couldn’t
they go out into the desert?” he demands.

But the factories are said to represent new job
oppormanities for the villagers, especially now, when
agricultural jobs are limited. Many villagers, however,
doubt they will be given these jobs. “They will give themn
to other people,” one of the villagers asserts.

“We are snffocating now.” interrupts Karima Abdallah,
“but what will when the new factory stants
spewing fumes? We will be just like those poor people in
Helwan_ " Another villager interjects: “What about the
crops? They will suffocate too.”

An association working in land reclamation, Al-Kifah
Al-Marthmir, has filed a lawsuit against the owners
planning to open a cement factory in Geziret Abu Saleh,
on the premise that building a cement factory so close to
agricultural tand will destroy the crops. “Don’t give me
this rubbish about high performance filters. We all knmow
what bappened to the agricultural land siwrounding the
factories in AssiuL Afier all the time and money we
spent reclaiming this land, we now risk losing the crops.
We will just turn into another Helwan, Of course, the
Ministry of Environment has the aothority to stop it at
any lime,” a member says angrily,

Magdi Allam from the Ministry of Environment
pointed out that the committee investigating the
construction of the new factories has not yet issued a
final verdicr. “The establishment of heavy industries
close to homan settlements violates not only the new
Environment Law but also the military order issved by
the prime minister, which stipnlates that snch industries
must be at least 60km away from the nearest senlement,”
he notes, however. Allam also doubts the filters in
question will only release S0mg/square metres of fumes.
“This sounds highly improbable. The latest friters we
have tested here in the minisiry have not released
anything less than 250mg/square metres,”

Even thouph filters greatly reduce pollutants in the ai,
the cumulative effect of the pollutants remains extremely
harmful, Apart from the chronic bronchia] irritation,
nasal inflammarion, and shalfow respiration that are
common ailments among workers in cement industries,
plants suffer oo, explains Allam. Ideally, faciories
should be at least 30km apart: “We should aveid density
at all costs. We can’t repeat the mistakes of the past.”
Allam, at least, is optimistic; he thinks it likely that the
ministry will demand that the factories be relocated,
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GDP BBS International offers integrated solutions ¥

Trade with Sudan expected to increase  Mowfam vt 1a'bation “""'"’;“ W BBS Internatignal’s main be
AR G, O cume - r ba_sag)-baf I W S e EAD r rnati S rar } 55 10
WHILE the volume of trade batwaen Egvpr and Sudan witnessed a wi:.m e ?'_ = ﬁ:“ " w s ; ,:;._1 . - H leaEan bhﬁaﬁg‘:nﬁ o2t ot providing m‘.eg.'a:adg::\ﬁm cf
steady decline during the period from 1982-1995 due i the the . “ ' " the hi h;; calibre to s ammners.' Through staie-ol-ihe-arn eguip-
ceasing of protocol activity. fafling from LE226 million in 1992 1o = P LY Bl T - the .Ig d soltware‘ and the coopemuon of Oracle Co. your com-
LE92 in 1935, rade activity began moving upwards lo reach LE142 vun Cd 30 1 N 35 - s ’."E e men.':n oals are su:re to be met
milion in 189, and recorded LESS mallion in tha first hail of 1997, -, i " ALY o v Yo i ?n:e:‘naﬁonaf carries cut fts activities through Sammers and

Tl

A source at the Commercial Rapraseniation Office said thal as £
political and economic ties between the two countries begin o im- ;
prove. something which the forthcoming period is expected to wi-
néss, $0 0o will the amaunt of commarcial acliviry.

Major Egyplian expors o Sudan are foodstufts. machinery.
frangporiation  equipment.

training sessions on data warehousing. presented &y tha two lead-
ing intemational experss in this field. _

Successiul completon of BBS Imgrnational’s seminars quitfes
atiendees to obtan a GISA diploma, and pregares promect mas-
agers io qually for mesnbership n the Projest Managemsnt -

maceuhcals.

petroleum  products and  phar-

The 6th Al-Ahram Exhibition for Computers

sttute.

CeBIT ’98 Hannover

and Information Technology set for success ¢
ITS SUCCESS IN MARCH 1998, the Hannover
stresses the de- § Trade Fair Centre will once again
gree of interest in | be the summit meeting for the in- §
the language of : temational IT industry. CeBIT '98
the century. — t{aking place between 19-25
The Al-Ahram March — is the ideal place to find Dr Jorg Shatimberg.
; out what is available on the world § chairman of CeBIT
Management and arket and th nd & Hannover. and Miss
Computer Ceni o e a1 prapars o o Mo e
{AMAC) analyses &7 Over the past 27 years, CeBIT has g:?n-’(;":““i”’! ‘i"l
the ques- developed into a ‘world trade cen- Chamber of Commerce
.tnonnalres of vis- tre’ for information technology and during a ina with
Hors. an absolute must for decision- | Mr Ali Ghoniem, vice
The interest of Plenty of makers from all over the globe. chairman of the board, 2
SpONSsors, ex- visitor With 364,083 square metres of general manager of
hibitors and vis- exhibiion space, CeBIT will re- gls;::li?l:nenland
itors in the Al- - asserl its status as the world’s general manager of
Ahram Exhibition biggest trade show in 1998. The sy g e . AMAC
- . . . mer e .
and [nformation the Cairo Intermnational Conference Centre e o key motivation fuﬂaking partin CeBiTis tured at the “Intemet Park” in Hall 6. Hall 13. The Skywalk will facilitate quick and
Technology has become the talk of the (GICC). as it has proven to be the most 1hg ynrivalled spectrum of foreign exhibtiors and ~ The line-up of products, systems and services  easy access to the Exhibition Grounds for pas-
town. This has been revealed in the demand  gyjtable for both the Intemational Confer-  visitors that it attracts — 2,764 of the exhibiting @t CeBIT ‘98 wil be augmented by an im-  sengers amiving by train. A further new addi-
for filling out visitor analysis questionnaires ence on Artificial Inteiligence and the Al- companies will come from outside Germany. Pressive program of joint presentations: “Soft- tion will be Hall 24. which houses CAD solw-
which include such information as the vis-  Anram Exhibition for Computers and In- Approximately 100,000 foreign visitors attend ware Centre for Small and Medium-Sized Firms®  tions as well as applications software for
itor's address, job and reasons for the visit.  formation Technology. There is plenty of CeBIT, above all because they can be sure of ({Hall 4), "ENAC — European Know-How Centre  architecturs, the building industry and facility 7
The Al-Ahram Management and Computer parking space at the CICC and the dis- meeting other highly qualified business pro- for Local and E:emral Govemment™ (Hall ), management. . . =
Centre (AMAC) then analyses this data and  play wings are very well organised. fessionals from around the giobe. “World of Media™ (Hall 8), “Neiwork information  Deutsche Messe AG is expecling around y
comes up with results which serve the ex- Al the suggestions made by visitors will _ The CeBIT '98 display will be broken down Centre '98” (Hall 11), “Bank-Finanz-Systeme™  600.000 visitors to aftend CeBIT '98 and this "
From the primary analysis of this data it raise the standard of the exhibilions so as nology”. “Network Computing”, ‘CIM/ADC", curty” (Hall 23), “Satelfite Business™ (Hell 26) itors. Since the creation of CeBIT HOME, the &
can be sesn that most visitors come to the h . “Software, Consulting and Services", “Tels- and the research forum “Meeting Point 22" (Hall  traditional CeBIT Hannover has reasserted its
to offer real service to Egyptians eager to . e iness users
exhibition to get to know what is on the mar- t d inf tion tech. Ccommunications’, "Office Automation”, “Bank 22). _ sietus as a frade show for busi rs. In
ket. It is also clear from this vear's exhibition use computers and mriormaton iech- Technology®, “Security Equipment/Card Tech- The exhibilors and visitors at CeBIT '88 will 1987 the proportion of business professionals
- ¥ nology. nology” and “Research and Technology Trans-  also benefit from the upgrading measures being  attending CeBiT rose from 76 per cent (1996)
that there was a large presence of people e five in a world that moves at a dynam-  fer. in terms of display space, “Information camied out in preparation for EXPO 2000. A fo 86 per cent. CeBIT HOME is targeted at !
interested in buying. which reflected in the ¢ pace to serve all productive and service  Technology” is the largest product category, fol-  prime example is the largest seff-supporting e SOHO distributors and private users and takes i
eagernhess of companies and sponsors 10 gectors as well as citizens in their daily ac- lowed by *Telecommunications™ and “Software, hibition hall in Europe — Hall 13 — which will be  place every two ygars. The next CeBIT HOME
boo_k a space for their company for the 1999 jjvities. Here's towards even greater suc- Consulting and Services™. A key theme at naxt devoted entirely to PCs in the coming year. An  is scheduled for 26-30 August1996.
exhibition. o . ~ cess thanks to the interest of exhibitors and  year's CeBIT will be technology designed for the  outstanding feature of this new buiiding is the  As in previous years, CeBIT "98 will feature a
Next year's exhibition will also be held in  pyblic demand. internet, intranets and extranets. The latest So-called "Skywalk® — a glazed twnnel linking  wide-ranging program of joint displays. confer-
products and systems in this sector will be fea- Laatzen rail station and the westem entrance of  ences, forums and comparny presentations.
G M C l - . . e e = - . o . . . .
eoMap Consuitants, mapping Annual festival for individuals N3 sils ] R R T IR0 ISa R0 B EHBTD TS s
- L] - > . r
for oil and gas exploratlon_-_ of special needs & Operation of Petrol Stations
GEOMAP CONSULTANTS has recenlly mapping and remote sensing, GeoMap IN AN attempt to increase public  at which the disabled, their parents  IN LINE with' the National Bank of Egypt’s important projects, the lending ceiling may be
expanded 1s achvilies 10 cover the area i already producing such geo-products  awareness of the needsotone and  and other interested parties, will  (NBE) role in supfporting small-scale projects reasonably raised after ensuring the nec-
of producing image maps and other geo-  for 2 number of oil and gas exploration  a haif million disabled individuals  take part. and providing new job opportunities for fresh  essary guarantees, provided that the Fund's
information, using SPOT data. for the ol  companies. The range of products in- and to show off their capabilities Meaanwhile, an exhibition of prod- gradustes with a view to creating a second  prior approval be obtained.
and gas companies. cludes image maps of scales 1:25.000,  and skills o sociely, the Citl Center  ucts and 2 party will be held during  breed of young businessmen, the Bank has  in addition, self-financing of the beneficiary
SPOT and RADAR satellite images are  1:50.000 and 1:100.000. in addition 10 for Training and Research on Men-  the last week of April. decided to impiement the project of Man- in the total investment cost of the project is es-
the most suilable and widely used glo- value added products such as clas- iq) pigavility, is organising its fifth  Another activity included in the agement & Operation of Patrol Stations, in  timated at about 10 per cent of the loan, ac-
bally for this purpose. The image maps sificalion maps. land-use maps, VECIOr  gnniual festival for individuals of festival is a performance by the cooperation with the Social Fund for Develop-  cording to the requirements of the project. —
l;":d““d ':Si?g SPOT a"‘l’h F‘AD'\F:SAT ::I:“""" maps and Digital Elevation Mod- o005 naeds (mental disability) . children in one of the theatres. ment and Oil Cooperative Company. The  Grace periods and repaymentpoi’ worklng 4 |
ata provide 2 users in & petroleumn - R azam H i vt il . .
sactor with a valuable tool to use in their GeoMap Consulianis not only pro- mAccordr '"gl mhiz? gg;b Kh 3 :Ihazam alrso _anrllc_suntged :balé me ;:r::;ﬂeigmf:ha?aﬁ iﬂnﬂm {'f:rt;:“ capital loans as well as loans for ﬁﬂa{"-‘iﬂg the
exploration activities. Moreover. the high vides the produced maps in digital and © fe » W gins _on m of the_ estival 'sb an e ment, Le. frash duates. Th € purchase of equipment are c.ietemuned ac-
resolution SPOT dala and its digital na- hard copy formats, but also the original ﬁpril, involves a nu_mber of activ- n_mntaﬂy disabled to blend [nto s0- _target segment, lLe. graduates. The pro- co!'ding to _the nature of the project anq the e
ture offer unique advantages for inter- Saleliite images and the PCI image pro- ities among Wf:llcfl is a rr!a.ramon ciefy and_lo draw a greater interast ject Pﬂ_‘MdeS 300 permanent jobs_ and 150 in-  quired period for the turover of capital and
pretation. multispectral enhancement cessing software used fo display and for mentaily disabled individuals. from society to the issue of dis- direct job opportunities by establishing 36-35 the cash flow. Any loan will not exceed five
and integration with other data sets such  process the digital dala. This marathon will lake place on  ability. y small-scale_ pru;_ects in the field of marketing years, including grace periods, provided that a
as magnetic gravity and seismic re- For further information contact: 13 El- Gamet El-Dewal El-Arabia Street One of the activities of the fes- petrol services in a!l govemnorates, especially  soft interest of 7 per cent will be paid during
flection profilgs. Obour Blds. Salah Salem St. Cairo in Mohandessin. It will be followed  tival will be inaugurated by Maher those lacking this kind of service or expected  the grace period. |
As a leading company in the field of 11371 Tel: 4026875 Fax: 4038784 by a procession to Zamalek Club  Gindi, governor of Giza. to comprise intemationai
roads, routes io tourist sites ;
or new urban communities; E L
... . this s In addiion to Canal National Bank of Egypt
When it is related to exporting and Upper Egypt govem- ayp .
allanteséoo rdination with the A weekly "ﬁa;o;e tha NBE secunties Market Index i
v bruary to 5 March 1998
$ 500mn authorised $ 100mn issued and We do the following: govemmorates, the Oil Coop- Syt e 8 e ke e ey ns e o -"
capital paid-up capital : erative Company will select - e :
Fi it deal the locations of the stations, wj CLOSING ON B2198 341.74 POINTS = ! ;
nance expo ea S, guarantee build the necessary facilities ;-L- . LT T T TR !
. - . and premises and hire the ¢ § P
Faisal islamic Bank of Egypt export contracts, export credits stations out_ 1o the _ben =z .|
. . . . gficiaries. The beneficiary o
(a joint stock Egyptian company) and shipping documents at may use the relevant granted r | _
outstanding prices and with eas commodating the premises R i ’ Jants
The General Investment Trustee ap Y] || ant tive the satons out to | | e NEE ex nos increnss ty et pors 15 ot 34174 | —
. the beneficiardies. The ben- paints anding 5/3/1998 against 333.33 points for Me i na
Depanment announces the sale (In k torms. ) eficiary may use the relevant ﬁmmm decreases g
. - - . granted ioan to cover the cost £ : '
favour of its major clients) of: When it is related . of accommodating the prom- Company | o Company |50
en it 1s related to exporting ises and purchase oil materi- Alex. Flour Mills F
afs from the company. ac- +12.8 Orvient Linen & Cotion  [-10.6
i : i using units in select locations . cording to the area and Giza Genoral Con. & | ,104] | Al Avam Beveragss
FIrSt Luxurious ho 9 We do the foliowing: of station. Moreover, t!hp: RealEsataim.Co | Kafr Al Zalat Chem- o
: company will assist the ben- Upper Egypt Flour : -3.4 B
!n . . Open all types of documentary eficary in preparng and Mills +8.1 | |ieaisCo.
Heliopolis, Mohandessin and Zamalek. i i equipping the site of the sta- Crodit i,
credit needed to import Bt the ramewark of the TEame |1 |ERcO 1.8
Second: A six-floor building in a luxurious machinery, raw materials, oo e Bk W [
location in the Pyramids-area - production requirements, the mmdeqiﬁms miﬂn:;'ag}’"m? the A R e
. - b . o
suitable for various goods and products et managngcommitee rab Land Bank o
administrativeftouristic/residential/commercial g products, as :sxu::gsr:msﬁ_ - Bevosit ] -
purposes. weli as providing the needed steering committee of the Posits - Credit - Investment s
i i iti . . . project. ®
Plus a 460 square metre villa listed for demolition financing for this credit through — Submit perioclical foliow- Cairo: Y 77 i s
in Dokki. — . up reports on the moan and | | N 22 Avcek ok Tarvatst. | § Z3y et o
_ the credit facilities available to the oot i o o df the pro- Heliopolis: As T
: = - - I , - . Warn: ..-: 3 ¢
7 Third : Land for construction in up-market Bank. ) o Follow up the repayment 114 Al-Mirghani St. Ablal Al-Tahrir St =
| | tions The maximum loan for Alexandria: Monsoura: tal
ocatlo : 25 Abdel- .
1 nanel the . et Sa“am Aref Gomho St et g
i lis 529 square metres ot o o canial. orya st
: Heliopolis q equipment or both amounts Ismailia: Zagazig: e
; to LE50,000 for the indivi ' - m
: Nasr City 618 square metres b wes0.000 Tﬁg&m Orabi Square . 91 Saad Zaglout St s ey
) l'!_ll.llﬁ-parh‘ler projects, pro- o“;:]:ndessln= Tanta: s \ -
' Fourth: Administrative headquarters and warehouses e olect i maximum ot dg::"“ 75 Al-Geish St. ¢ el
t . . . = . faxm other City: Sho - ! T
: dria. ; four-partner based. i roug:
‘ in Mohandessin, Heliopolis and Alexandria Du Caire e e ovides Under construction Under construction. ) o
‘ - p least five jobs. = e Ry
{ For further information contact tg:a I:’.-.‘ct;.-rn'-.-ralS = The project is econom- Headquarters: 78 Gameat Al-Dawal e
! Investment Trustee Department: 17 08 alouga St Your Trusted Consultant In he vaso of exceptionally f-Arabiya St Mohandessin _pmy e
Agouza. Tel & Fax: 30364 Increased services - Easy to _ (o
work with - Save time and money 4 DR . i T

S
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Zamalek's volleybal] team  has seen

During
;'-Ome bard times, placing only third in  vised his players o keep their cool. *Str-
astyearsAﬁ'melubsChampmnshxp vival in-this match will depend on the

Zamalek's
volleyball team
refained the
league title for the
second fime
running,- reports
Abeer Anwar

held in Cairo, then going throngh a re-  calmest players, not just the firtest,” he g

Shumewhenmcmchwasﬁmd.'lhe'said.m' ayers obvicusly took Man-
newcuach.fonnerZamalekplayerAb- som-’swo:%lsm-hmandt{okmesec-
his assistant, "R

del-Moeti Mansour, and his .
Abmed Abdel-Daim, knew it would be

an uphill stmggle if Zamalek was 1o re- way. With captain N

peat as I
badly needed

week, Zamalek wop its second com-

secutive league title and. beer sill, at - Fo:ﬁ:wmg the match, shell-sbocked §
d:eexpensenf&hh,tbemmZamalek Ahhcoach.]‘bnh:mch'

loves to beat.

mAferplay:;,mt&ergu;dmbmfm— thath_uearethcplayetslhwebeen
Zamalek won the tonrnament ining for lost easil
mA!exmdna,bmshmgwdea]lnsop- 'my Yhouen of o 4
menls.mcludmgarchmalsms-z.- the nati onalteam.

second round proved more difficolr..

On the

Abhli songht revenge and got it, blanking  joyous

Zamalek 3-0 in a Litle under an houpr, of:he:camsglorydays hwasapar-

Both teams ended up with 19 poims, ticolarly satisfying win for its new

pavxngthewayforademsweﬁna]game.- coach. "I am very
The missions were clear, Ahli was hop- * players'

ing to recapture the title while Zamalek's
over two hours, the two enthralled their -. -

respective fans who filled the' indoor- Zamalek club-untl late at night Zam-
halls of Cairo Stadivm in what mamy ob- = ilek President Dr Kama] Darwish gave
servers believed was one of the best %chphyerLﬂ,moinbonusmmey.

matches ever played between the two.

The first set saw Ahli get offto a quick  shon-lived holiday. After oaly two'days,
start and, osing the experience of ifs - they went straight back to training camp §

players and.riding the excellent play- In

making talents of Maged Mustafa, it nev- - Championship, schednled 1o start in Ty-
erlookedbnck,ﬁmshmg 15-13 msmls

‘Return to reallty

Before Egypr's joy atthmrncver-u'nly-beheved—
in African victory had the first week
of the second round of the national soccer
league burst in on the national conscicuness
with seven sobering matches, Nashwa Abdel
Tawab watched.

Cast your mind back if you will for a moment
t0 round one of this year's competition. We have
already witnessed 277 goals, 23 red cends and 31
penalty kicks. The Arab Contractors scored the

'i-f:lgoals—iw—followedby with 24.
weakest attacking team Qena with only
8 goals. Abdel-Nasser Mohamed .of Arab Con-
mmm;&_hmed&not -
were lopmemmthllgoalsench. con-

trast, Hossam Hasgsan, top scorerofﬂ)eAﬁ'lmn
NanunCuphasonlyseoredtwogoals. ’
The first round also saw the diszppearance of

eague champions. They also spiring his younper and Mah-
imew Whallheyhadtodo-m_]ectsome mm%\hm—mmmlheoﬂ’ense,
players. Apparently, th chan;tgfcm - cruslunag a

y, the Two sets, ing AbH 15-1 and I5-3,
WﬂSJ"StWhatlhedocwmdordereiThs'winniﬁgdgegmeS-landdemgue

perft
m also happy that I was able 10 snc-
gozl was 10 repeat as champions. For oeedmsuchasimmn:."

Abdel-Qader, was g

pleased with the
" said Mansour.

on for the African Clubs

many stars, either through resignation, as with
Ahli"s goalkeeper Ahmed Shobeir or Zamalek’s
striker Ayman Mansour. or through their leaving
toplayasprofemonalsw:tbAmbtmsabroad.

-Abli are currently top of the Leagne with 40
% Ismaili is second with 32 points, ahead of
ek who also have 32 points on goal differ-
ence. Ahli's march ageinst Shams was well be-

.low par: Hossam Hassan didn’t score, and nor

did he show his walent for quick passing com-

_ binations with Omara as be had done in Burkina
" Faso. SayedAbdel-HaﬁzandMohamedYoussef
.. Scored.twe goals. for . AhJiL mevertheless, but it

was a slow-motion Toatch against 2 weak tcam.
“Both goals came'in the first half, after which the
' spectators were condemmned tofony—ﬁve minutes
ofmomorlmwtalbmednm

ZamaleksShelmnnnd Abdd-Az&blnchngAhllsSnﬁ'ssbot

Al

photo: Ayman lbrahim

their

basket

With just three weeks to go before the beginning of the
round-robin tournaments, the basketball league is still a
riot of white, red, green, blue and yellow T-shirts.
Nashwa Abdel-Tawab gets her head in a spin

The colour of the T-shin is usually cause for the fans 1o cheer one team rather
than another. But in this week's league maiches, all the colours seemed for once
united around a team that believe in bope, and in success, and work for it.

in the final stages of the basketball league. before the beginning of the two
imminent round-robin lowrnaments. the competition has been fierce, with upseis
that have astounded both baskeiball experts and fans,

Ii's normal there should be antagonism between the white castle of Zamalek and
their red rivals Ahli. Zamalek had been top of the league with 26 poimts, with
Ahli trailing on 24, but this week the two teams drew level afier Ahli won an
tmporant match against Gezira Inihad of Alexandria are lying third with 23
points after their unexpecied defeat by the Arab Contractors. Gezira are fourth
with 18 points and Arab Contractors fifth with 15 points.

In a very close and tightly-fought maich, Ahli persisied 10 beat Gezira 78-75,
despite their opponents' overwheiming control of the game at the outset. Double
faulls, uncompleted passes and silly mistakes thwarted Gezira®s efforts to cruise
to viciory in this match. and with i1, the league. Thos Ahli is now level on points
with Zamalek. bot Zamalek, last year's League and Cup winners and top-seeded
team in this current league. still have an easy match in hand and are expecled 10
finish the week still in first place.

Prize for the most ridiculous game of the week went 10 that berween Inihad of
Alexandria and Arab Contractors. Arab Contraciors’ 70-68 victory was a greal
blow to all their opponents’ players and fans. Ittihad was dreaming of regaining
the league vtle after last year's [oss. but this unnecessary defeat has effectively
put paid to tkose hopes, The Alexandrians appeared over-confident and arrogant
against a team that haven't won a single match in their 14 previous fixrures, The
Contractors. on the other hand, came ont having accepted they could never win,
but prepared 10 work hard. Putting their rrust in hope, they have begun 1o
performn well over the course of the extended 42-malch league. despite their
players’ lack of experience. They found thernselves tied on 62-62 at the end of
the second period, and after five minutes exira time, they had won 70-68, thus
teaching Irtihad and all the other teams. the experts and the fans, an important
lesson: that victory lies in hope and toil, not pretension and predestination.

Forget about the intemational glamour game.
Time to come down to earth with the national
League and its distinctly limited aftractions.

To add to a tedious series of league fixnures,
Ittihad of Alexandria drew negatively with Masri
at Port Said Stadinm. After their victory in the
Egypt Cop. Masri disappointed their fans with a
totally lacklustre game.

On the other hand, Zamaiek's match against
Mansoura, which they won 4-1, was quite thiill-
ing. They wasted at least seven chances to score
through the inexperience of the players. Osama
Nabih (2), Tawfik Saqr, Abdel-Hamid Bassiouni
scored for Zamalek, while Walid Salah got one
back for Mansoura. The match was dominated
by Zamalek throa L, and i they continoe to
play at this level, they could well snatch the
league from Abli, whose curremt form is well be-
low average.

Ismaili vs Qena was quite a good maich 100,
bat marred by frritable decisions from the refer-

e¢. Under the sole leadership of [smail Hefni for
the first ime, Ismaili drew 1-1 with Qepa afier a
strong performance in which many chances were
lost through poor finishing. Hamada El-Gamal
scored for Ismaili. Tarek Fahim then cut through
the Ismaili defence, and while he sunck the bar,
the rebound fell to Essam Salah who didn't hes-
itate to put it away for Qena. In the second half
the referee, Mohamed Diaa, became very ner-
vous and tense and his decisions began to irritate
the plavers. As the tension mounted, two Ismaili
players were shown the red card, Safan El-
Saghir, the goalkeeper., and Mohamed Salah
Abou Gresha, wegether with Sami Mahmoud of
Qena. Diaa also yellow-carded both Ahmed
Sami of Ismaili and Essam Salah of Qena. De-
spite these setbacks, Ismaili still managed to fin-
ish the day in second place on 32 points.

El-Menia beat Baladiat El-Mahala 1-0 thanks
to Alaa Ibrahim who made a long solo run from
the centre of the field to score a2 fatal goal only
eight minutes into the first half. There was a
similar victory at Ghazl El-Mahala stadium,
where El-Mahala under their new coach Omar
Abdallah beat Aswan 1-0 in a fast-moving
game, Abdel-Latif El-Domani scoring in the last
mimste of the frst half. Suez also won a de-
served 2-1 victory over Iihad Othman as both
teams put up a strong performance. Tamer Ba-
gato, Suez's key player, set up two perfect goals
for Yasser Mohamed, and that was it, thongh
Said Saad still managed to squecze some com-
pensation out for Iuihad Othman at the very end
of the second half.

Edited by Inas Mazhar
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Al-Ahram- A Diwan of contemporary life

The Italian occupanon olebyam 1911—12wns
the last chapter in the colonialist invasion of the
Arab world before Wordd War L Although the
iort has been treated at Jength in many
historical studies. 2 reading of contemporary is-
sues of Al-Ahram offers the opportumty to see
the classic pattern of colonial aggmssmn unfold
with dramatic immediateness. -
Reedersofmodemﬁgypnanh:storymaymmﬂ
the story of the Maltese trader and the Egyptian

donkey driver that precipitated the Alexandrian

riots on 11 Jone 1882, which served as the pre-
text for the British Navy to bombard Alexandria.
An earlier t can be found in the history
of the French colonial epterprise in Algeria
where, in 1830, the roler of Algeria supposedly
struck the French consul, pavmglhewny fonhe
invasion by French forces.

In Libyz, in 1911, the first pretext
iap invasion was to be found in Al-Mirsad, a
small, relatively obscare newspaper published in
Tripoli. The dewspaper featured an . article at-
tacking Italy, prompting the Iralians to-dispatch a

warship to the Libyan coast. “Reports
ticle distress us and make bs langh at the same

time,” commented Al-Ahram. “If they are twue, .

the article is canse for hei tensions. On
the other hand, Al-Mirsad does not have the stat-
ure, even among the people of Trjpoli, that could

render its attack against the honour of the Italian .

nnuunwonhu-eanngasanexcuseforammmy

Thesemndpretencamemtheformofasmes
of stories, mostlikelyfnbnwed.thatemsedfm-
tion between Rome znd Istanbul. Al-Ahram’s ac-
count of these stodes
live, “They said...”,

srnof:tsednors Al-Ahram writes: *“They
saxddmtanltahangulhvmgm'lhpohconverted

to Islam in order o mamxy a Mushoy youth. The -

talian uldemandedrhattheyamgmans_
e " also wealthy m

family turn the girl over to the consalate on the

grounds that she was under age, but the family -
refused. The people in Tripoli demonstrated in
pmmstmdsentmgemappmlsmrhegovmem-_

of Istanbul io stand firm the Italians and
send reinforcements to Tripoli. They also spoke
of the harsh the Italians in the

language against
[ﬁanbuip;essandmeysa:dlhaIOnomansh:ps
havemtcrcepwdanlmhanvesseloﬂ'meooastof

Yemen becapse it was smnggling arms.”- Again -

Al-Ahram argued that even if these storiés were
uucthcywouldnotmeutdremub:hmmoflﬂ-

ian forces against Tripoli.
The third

hndusmpedh'byaﬂom:mmrlﬂﬂsandwm

keeping them in hiding. Iraly, the sources said;
mutlymntedmmthem'mmm_
to the namative in the Ttalian®-

press, officials in Rome bad concluded an agree-.
o i family o restore them -

ently, according

ment with the

to power in Tri i under an Jtalian

According to Al-Akram, however, “the last mem-,

ber of this family, Youssef Pasha, abdicated. the
emirate in lmmsuymlaw.&eSw

e

for the Ftal- -

on this ar- -

under the head- °
clearly imdicative .of the:

wasevanoddu' Dfﬁelalltal--
{an sources claimed that the Oroman government.

Porte appointed another gov-' _'_'
emor.”  Subsequent events - | f”
proved that no such agreement .~}
between Rome and that famnily I-.
existed. i

Reconnaissance ~ constinues .
another important phase in co- -.

Louil corroackment Germude ° Araboodntry beforeWoﬂdWari
m - Atfred ‘.m-ltaiymad'edhbyam‘wﬁ The
Egypr, Colonel Lawrence (of .

Mhialmnamesonlyt:otfa- mpahmam

miliar 1o readers of the history -. exampleoﬂheEuropeanmlemal
;;‘h‘ }“‘d‘ﬂe E“I‘n“’}_‘:“ BﬁE; - onslaught n Arab andAfncan S
Bh colomallsm. In Litys It - sountries: The usual prefeiis;

as Rolf. who performed this ' inciudingthenead'toprotect

-fole. In a Jengfhy report he sub- = Eyinpean minority oommunrhes,

mined to the Italian prime min-

ister, a portion of whick was |’ warebrandiﬁ':edmdiplon'latc

. published in Al-Ahram, he WammgSfoﬂbwedbymhmatums
wrote, eanpolitmia 0 ol - Butadvance reconnaissance by -
taly it libya indicaied that ‘Rome -
fange g alter {ibyan "’ -
ipped o :agricaltiraf and minersl wealth. A
‘riculture. Contrary to'the com- unefeahnemarkedthe*liaﬂan
baryen desert, the land is very. * bombmgwmmwasprohauyms
ﬁtstuseofa:rcraftmthems!qry
Fﬁgfmm:f‘:f‘v “Cyrenaica - ~of warfare, Dr Yunan Labib .
i2 mﬂwﬁ?wmﬁ Rlzkrew;:fhmeevenﬁ dthe
wheat per year leading.up: e INvasion:

grain exports could bring in 30 - staﬂofmiﬂtaryope:aﬂons?:ﬂme

reqsica form an imegral whole; <
what one lacks the other pro-
vides. Cyrensica has large gra- 7y asmany
paries and T

fertile and has the capacity to -
bmcons:duableﬁmt."

million francs. The soil ir Tri-

politenia is more fertile than - baSISDf I'EpDﬂB pubﬁshedby

that of Tunisia, where the Sicil-

" ians have done wonders, and - LA

that m Egypt Tripolitania .is

:mnandothermmemls'l'he
Libyan Arab is a strong and industrious wosker,
intelligent, and fond of the land. He is
very similar to the Sicilians working in Tunisia.

.- All'the inhabitants carty acms and are capable of

holding out for Jong periods against an organised
army. It is difficult to tand troops in Libya be-
canse the port of Tripoli, like the port in Ben-
ghazi, is too shallow and any strong winds would
cause the ships to nm against the shoals ™ For its
pact, Al-Ahram adis the dezail tha

"western Libya (Tdpolitania), covering 1,050,000

squarekilumetres.hasthreeumesthclandarea
of Italy.

Before embariing on its campeign, officials in
tthmhanMimsuyofWarhcardthemponofa
tzam of officers who had been sent to the port of
'Tnpoh to condoct further reconnaissance. The
oﬂiwsrepmmd,“ltwmﬂdtahenomorcthana
fomeoflSDDOsoldlastomcupyTnpoh

In phase three — seiting the fuse — colonial
powers have resorted to very similar means. One,
‘the accusation of fapaticism was always a rcady
weapon. Certainly anyone familiar with Egyptian
hmmryknowshawfrequenﬂytheBnmhmelded

l-.-'

LIt

it against the leaders of the nationalist movement.
More significamly, protectmg minorities and for-
eigoers from m"™ was & primary comer-
stone in the British argument for keeping its hold

o Egypr.

On 27 September 1911, Al-Akram reports that
the chargé d’affairs of the Jtalian Embassy in Is-
tanbul submitted a strongly worded mem-
orandum to the Ottoman Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs stating that Italy “protests the threat to the
Italian compionity in Tripolitania e
from the fanaticism of the Muslim inhabitants

. and the Ottoman officers and soldiers.”™

The following day, the Maltese residents of the
eity. who were actaally British subjects, sounded
the same wne, They sgntapeuuonrolhegovem
or of Malta asking for protection, particularly as
Ttalian ships were v in the process of evac-
uatmg lialian -subjects, while “British subjects
raised the British flag on their homes.™

A contemporary Renters release said that at the
beginning of the crisis there had been no more
than 300 Italians in Tripolitania. Another 300
people were entitled to Imlian protection under
the capitulations system. Most of these were Jew-

ish businessmen in
the por. Curiously,
- the pumber of British
dependents was 10
tmes the number of
ltalian  dependents
and consisted pn-
marily of
proximately 3,000
Maltese and some
Jews who enjoyed
Bridsh protection.
The sense of panic
that had beset Trj-
politania was intense.
“Religious  leaders
and soldiers in Tripo-
i are in a swate of
alert. The zealous
masses are marching
through the streets
shouting, ‘down with
the Italians!” As aori-
Italian agijtation in-
creases, the Tralian
consul is ailempting
10 caim the siteation.
As droves of lalian
citizens depan for
Maita, the rernainder
await with ebbing pa-
tence the arasfh“:;:l of
Italian warshy o
protect them.” Otto-
man authorities is-

UUSH WRayY ollRsnR

sued instructions to
" their govemor in
Tripoli to safeguard
the lives of foreign-
ers, and Talians in
particular. However,
Ialian propagandz, blazoning “fanaticism threat-
ens Italian lives™ had it the fuse and no effons
ou the part of Istanbol to defuse the situation
would deflect the colonial power from pouncing
on its prey.
The final phase of the lLalian encroackment
also conformed to type in the escalating severity
of diplomatic languape in its missives o Istanbul.
At first “strongly-worded™ warnings were issued
by the Italian goverament. protesting “the im-
minent danger threatening the halian community
in Tripolitania ag a result of the fanaticism of the
Muslims whose zealotry has mounted since the
amrival of Ouoman soldiers and officers.” It
would not be long befors such wamings were
stepped up to ultimatum. On 26 Sepiember, the
Itafion govermment delivered an ultimatom. True
to form. it said the government of Istanbul had
net complied with repeated Italian requests to put
an cnd to the misgovernment and negligence in
Tripolitania and Cyrenaica. a matter it viewed
with great concern, “not only because of the
proximity of Libya to Italian shores, but because
of the threat this poses to the Italian projects in
those areas.” After onee again restating at length

its concern for the lives of Italians “and afl other
foreigners of diverse nationalities,” as a result of
“popular agitation.” it got lo the point: “As the
Italian government finds itself compelled to de-
fend its honour and its interests, it has decided 10
occupy militarily.”

Nawrally, the [alian government never ex-
pected the Onomans to comply with the ul-
tmamm. Afier all, it only gave Istanbul a 24-
hour deadline. Nevertheless, in a last-ditch ar-
tempt to seek a stay of execution, the Supreme
Porte denied that there had been any threat di-
recied against the ltalian commercial projects in
Tripolitania and Cyrenaica, “at least during the
previous three years.” In order 1o appease the
Italian governmenl, it reminded it that Istanbul
had sought 10 conclude with Rome “an agree-
ment which would offer economic concessions
that would greatly exiend the scope of Italian ac-
tivities in those quarners.™ Finally, it asserted that
there was not “the least reason to fear for the
lives of Italians and foreigners residing in Lib-
ya." Such assertions, of course, were in vain.

Even though the Italian attack seemed a fore-
gone conclusion, a segment of Arab and Ono-
man opinion still beld out hopes for peace, par-
tcularly after two days had elapsed after the
deadline withomt an artack. Turkish newspapers
gmbbed at the straw of optimism. announcing
that ncgouanons berween Italy and Turkey are
sull in progress.” And three days later Al-Ahram
announced that “the Supreme Porte still cher-
ishes hopes for peace and is continuing its dip-
lomatic drive to seek the intervention of foreign
powers in order fo reach a peaceful solution and
to deflect Italy from its thievery.”

Hopes for intervention were pinned on two
countries in particular: Germany and the US. But
these hopes were dashed as German mediation
failed and the US refused to intervene.

The Ontomans had no alienative but 10 fight.
The odds were definitely against them. On 11
Oclober Al-Ahram said that the Otloman garrison
in Tripofitania was far fess than forrer accounts
had depicted and that there were only 6,000 io-
famrymen, 5,000 cavalry and 20 cannons. The
forces were doomed 1o collapse before the great-
er firing power of the Evropean coloniser. More-
over, this invasion was marked by probably the
first use of aerial bombing in the history of war-
fare, which namrally precipitated panic in the
ranks of the Onoman forces. The end result, of
course, was that another Arab country fell o a
colonial invader. Al-Ahram found itself only able
1o find solace in Frangois I's famous words, “We
have lost everything but our boncur.™ Honour, in
Libya's case, would have to be saved through the
resistance of the Arab people, led not by the Ot-
tomans, the Germans or the Americans, bot by
such national heroes as Omar Al-Mukhtar.

The auwthor is & pro-
fescor of history and
head of Al-Ahram His-
tory Studies Centra.
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Ragai Wanis:

Portrait of
the artis

Eyes of vinegar, the soul of a vagabond, a brush
like a sword: saint and healer, exile and cynic

I saw Wunix for the [irt time when he was a student at the Fa-
cuoliv of Fine Ans. He was walking around campus with di-
shevelled hair. a bewildered look in his eves. a cheerful. self-
resfrained revelutionan who fuzhed evnicaily ar life and hu-
man beings.

I made his acquaintance as 1 walked into the librry one mom-
ing 3 read about the master painters (Velusquez, Rembrand
and Holberny whose nnes had been dropped by Bicar in one of
his lectures. Qne. two. three lzaves from a skewhbook were be-
ing pushed around the table at which we sar. The <udents
stoved the <kewbes wowards me. [ glimipsed him after that. ali
alone. biting the pen which had produced the sketches.

The sketches were o web of meaningless, absurd lines. The
faces of colleagues, however, peeped back ai us from the paper.
vivid, survastic and feamy. A compassionate pen had sketched
them. Among the faces, T espied my oun,

As | gazed into the distance. | saw him ar the other end of the
long table which scats ~cores of sudents. He was like a tree
which had suddenly sprung up in full bloam. its irunk wwering
high and iis branches outstretched. studded with violet lilies
which seemed like the locks of his hair, iwisted and curled like
cails ol wire.

1 leapt from my <eat. kicking it aside and wok a place amidst
the friends who cagried his caricawsres for him. [ walked up 10
hin. kissed him and ook him o Abul-Einein. the famous artist
Jt Rowe Ei-Yerssef We worhed wgether day and night, for long
sears, in an old apaniment. the stelier where some of Egapt's
msters fad produced their maserpreces: Sarokhan, Rerfyi.
Rakhua. Abdel-Samie ind Zohdi.

He became the epicentre. the heart. the bitterest and sweelest
meinber of our croup. At the tne. we painted with our pens.
brushes. fingers. poses, beards apd liwks of hair we slept on our
henches, before vur eusel<. Abul-Einein went 1o and fro. carmving
vur paintings to the prinishop or bringing them back for us 10
work on, Among Abui-Eineln’s students were Saluh Jahin. Bah-
al. Thab, El-Leithi. Nagui. El-Labbad and myselt’ later. Roouf,
Gom:it... The most imponant. of eourse. was Ragai Wanis.

Studenes an the Instiate of Arabic Music visited cur aeher.
They sat around us and sang, then we all went out until dawn.
With us were Zukarisa El-Heaeuwi. Thian Abdel-Quddous. Ah-
med Bahaeddin. Louis Greiss und Salah Jahin. As the voices of
the singers filled the air. we may have cought the melody's in-
fection. for our brushes began 1o move in step with the music.
Perfect harmony . With us were Saved Mekkawi, Abdel-Halim
Halez. Kamal El-Tawil...

The vagabond painter. this globe-trover. wandered from one
continens o the wther. He lived for a while in Japan, in France,
and in several other countries. but ettled in Australia. in self-
intlicted exile. 1t praved w be no exile. though. far e won it
over,

Dwring his debate with Dr Mustatu Mahmoud about secular-
tm und taith. he skewched his interlocutor. They are old [riends:
when thev playved chess together. Wanis threatened his king.

The excrucialing experiencs of 1967 was a point of departure
for both men. Mabmoud withdrew into his own self but Wanix
withdrew inte nature.

Both speceeded in finding themselves: a veritable achieve-
ment. The anist found his full freedom from within himself und
Irom the outside world: the thinker found his full freedom only
from within. und became locked within himselt.

He came home o Cairo one day 10 tind that all his family
members had gone. His one remaining uncle had just died. His
sister’s house is in Beni Sueil,. Thus. with no root for the night,
he wenl 10 steep in the Mosgue of Mustata Mahmood.

With his brush. he registered the ills of society. depicted the
faces of ministers, board members. ffim stars, pop singers.
prominent writers xnd dramatists. A few of his prominent sub-
Jects are Magda. Hind Rustum. Fatza Ahmed. Zubaida Tharwat,
Leila Rustum. All complained 1o his editors-in-chief: Abmed
Bahaeddin. Fathi Ghanem. Louis Greiss.

The subject of the painting may be stretched. curved or mod-
ified. It may be extended bevond all proporion. o evoke a
smile. or 10 convey some meaning. He unalyses the features.
and chooses the mwost conspicuous characteristic as the key to
his porrait. He embarks on his work focusing on this key. a
nose or specracles, a woth or an ear.

For Wanis. working in the papers was a valuable leaming op-
portunity. While I went 1o Parts. Wanis T wravelled around the
world. 1o st the second episode of his [ife as Wanis I1.

Wanis [l is the wanderer who settled for a quarter of a cenwury
in Australiu, His experience there cost him his sarcasm. He de-
voted himself 1o helping people with psychological problems
and people with congenital or other handicaps.

Wanis [f used ant 1o work miracles. Painting became a healing
process. He ondered paraplegics to stund up and paint. and the
world watched as his patienis complied.

Wanis T has become a psychologist. Can art ¢ause depression
to evaporate? This question dominated his mind during the ear-
ly stage of his emigration. Alleviating the suffering of others
became a goal he pursued relentlessly. with a dedicarion worthy
of monks or saints. )

As an adventurer, an exile working in exile. he nuturatly fuced
difficuli situations. He was surmrounded by depression. bur al-
ways managed to keep his smile — a real hero.

He hud a pightmare one night, though. A new patient. 2 hulk
of 2 man. was in the throes of a fiL. breaking everything around
him. Wanis dreamed that he lifted the giant up in his arms and

threw him out of the window.

Bau the next day. he woke up as energetic us always. He took
up his brush. and halding it upright like a flower, a harp or an
olive branch, went to the hospital. to meet his patients.

Wanis IT is a saint or 2 hermit living on an istand which fell
off our planet. The island is Australia. a virgin land. of in-
describable prisiine beauty. He took his patients on his duily
flights from sunrise to sunser. They descended 1o the valleys.
to the thickets and bushes. where the branches and stems of
trees intertwined, birds twinered and kangaroos hopped around.
All this beauty is reflected in the Jakes and rivers flowing by.

He said to them. “Life is beautiful let us paint it together. [
am no teacher. 1 will simply guide vou. waich your strokes on
the canvas. you will manage to hold your paint brushes even
thaugh vour arms or fingers do not always do your bidding.

“This time we will travel into the depths of the externul
world, but next time, we will journey into ourseives. 1o prabe
our souls. We must assume thar you are not ill. handicapped. or
mentally retarded. nor is your tengue tied by the smoke you
have suffered. The words will flow from your lips. once your
brush has expressed new meanings on canvas!™

As an immigrant, Wanis II did not feel an alien for long. He
soon made a new circle of friends. a meosaic of nationalities.
From sunrise to sunset. he set out on his daily journey into the
human self. into the soul. spirit and conscience. The members
of his new family were all those who suffered.

His has been a long journey. Tt lasted 25 years.

Every day. he prayed with the group of sufferers. Day after
day. he rigorously performed the rites of the carly session. He
abided by the words of St Puul in his epistle to the Corinthians.

Ragai Wanis, my lifelong friend. wrote 1o me from Chiant.
He told me he was staying with a friend who had been bis pa-
tient in Australia. "My friend manages a coffee shop and res-
taurant. and I am overjoyed 1o see him. I gave him your ad-
dress in Paris. and be may visit some Ume... [ am not a guest

pagory/ -

here in his house: this is my home in Lialy.”

But traumatic experiences may stifle the sweetest of aspira-
tions. The svicide of a friend shatters one completely. One
grieves as never before. A possible consolation is that his dis-
ease was incurable.

In Australia. Wanis [ felt the pangs of nostalgia for his home-
land. He yeamed for his childhoed friends. the companions of
his early years as a novice artisy, and exhibitions in Cairo. His
nostalgia was exacerbated by the letters sent by his friends,
Thab. Bahgat Abul-Einein. Louis Greiss. Mustafa Mahmoud,
Salah Jahin... and me.

Writling home was a nocturnal activity. His letters to his
friends contained not only his views but also sketches and even
paintings. The papers were all carefuily folded and placed in
envelopes. He coloured and decorated the envelopes as well.
Each of us kept a file of his letters. Across from his signature,
fre would carefully joi: “Not for publication™.

Thsan Abdel-Quddous visited Australia once. He stayed with
Wanis. Wanis was over the moon at playing host 1o his friend,
teacher and editor-in-chief. “For him™ remembered Abdel-
Quddous, “ir was like Egypt had come 10 stay at his house.™

When he came to visit me in Paris. he was overwhelmed by a
nostalgia he had repressed for years. He began to look forwand
to a brighter future. He brought along his video camera and
filmed my work and our tours wgether in the museums and
streets of Paris. He constantly spoke about his experience in
using art to heal the handicapped of depression. It was Fas-
cinating.

It was during this visit that I discovered Wanis IL I introduced
hinT to a Japanese painter who lived in the same neighbourhood in
Paris. Our evenings were vibrant with conversation. Wanis spoke
Japanese, which he had leamed en route to Australia,

Wanis is back in Egvpt.  He was very excited when I ook
him 10 the Al-Ahram Weekly offices. He sat at the desk of an
old friend. from our days of journalistic innocence. Then I or-

dered him to sit stll for a few minutes. I took a brush from the
paint box, and brandished it like a sword. 1 will sketch vour
portrait now. vou greatest of cynics!™

Ragai Wanis. or Wanis [. seems to have been another person.
who at tmes dominated the artist and at others was ignored. Wa-
nis [ was a saint. a hermit or. better stll. an unconvenuonal Ren-
aissance ardst. Now one is won over by his well-zroomed de-
meanour. But before long. it becomes ciear that his uppeurance
has deceived. The other person within him stir< und rebels.

When he is gbout o de-
ceive you. he watches von
B with his inner eves. Once he

p takes up the pen to sketch
vou. vou immediately dis-
cover the deception. Bitter-
ness and sarcasm fow from his

brush.  He maistens it
% Wwith min water or aqua-
relies, or immerses it in
b 4 cup where dregs of
tea or coffee have set-
ted.

As the blue ink begins
1o rip through the sheer
whiteness of the paper, a
satirical poem vnfolds, The
X clear blue twms jnto an ac-
: ( rimonious violet. as thaugh the

. waler had med 1o vin-
egar. This ucerbity trans-
forms yvour own face — or
seey it for the first time.

Profile by George Bahgory
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by Madame Sosostris

¥ One of the tradiions Al-Ahram Organisation s
proud of muintaining is fls active panicipation in
the annual ceremonies organised by the Egyptian
Armed Forces t honour the martyrs of the War of
Anrition. This vear. the exhibition of antistic works
by war veterans and members of the martyrs™ fam-
ilies. which mnikes plwe on the anniversary of the
death of Chief of Swff Abdel-Moneim Riad.
killed in combat on 9 March 1969. was officially
opened in the lobby of the Al-Ahram building by
Major-General Farouk Abul-Enein. adviser o the
minister of defence. The guests. including high-
ranking officials, members of the Armed Forces,
families and (ri¢nds of the martyrs and a aumber of
Al-Ahram journalists. were welcomed by All Gho-
aelm, deputy chairman and general manager of Al
Ahram Organisation.

& Well, darfings. you mus( have surmised by
now that | am not adverse © fiahblmg in in-
tellectual maiters these days. and just recently my
pas hley mood suddenly descended upon me
when 1 happenced to see my good friend Nabil

Abdel-Fattah'’s new book. The Texr and
the Bulle, Political Istam and the Copts:
1 Modern Nativnal Crises in Egvpr). It is all §
about religion and politics and is very.
very clever. And mind you. 1 am not the
only one 1o think that book makes for fas-
cinating rcading: Nabil has the honour of
being the first Egyptian author who has [
had a book published by the Lebanese Dur [
El-Nahar Publishing House. L

& T keep my anistic eye trained on the [
beautiful things in life. a5 you know. and I }#

huve discovered the works of a French art-
ist who lives in Menufiva — when he is &
not exhibiting his photographs in the Sony [
Gallery at the American University in Cai-
ro. that is. T am talkinz about Bernard

Guillot. of course. and his exhibition A

Fertite Land, which so richly describes our
verdant countryside. You may have seen his
paintings, but Bernard likes to try different things
at different times and this fime it is through the
eye of his camera that you will see the landscape,

§

AN

* My good friend Sami Khashaba, head of
the theatre organisation of the Minisirv of Cul-
wre. who enjoys nothing more than encour-
aging young people in heir artstc en-

-

deavours. will be very busy this evening with
the opening of an exhibition of drawings and
photography at the wonderful Tali'a Theatre,
The works are those of five young talents from

the Fac!.rll)c of Fine Ans and the American
University in Cairo. namely Rania Fuad. Nis-

rin Jbrabim. Abheer Fathi,
AL Nabil athi. May Mustafa aod
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